
	 	

Don’t Be Different Alone 

Don’t Be Different Alone  
 
The Point: 
Don’t be different alone.   
 
LIVE SPEAK 
(Video Plays)  
 
Don’t be different alone. I love that! This semester, we’re going to live that out, but we’ll talk more about that 
later.  
 
I don’t know about you, but when I was a kid, I felt like I was pretty normal. (Insert examples about how you 
were normal growing up. For example: I liked to ride bikes, play baseball, and run from girls (even though they 
weren’t chasing me). Then I went to junior high, and it was the same story. I loved music, movies, baseball, 
and “trying” to talk to girls—normal stuff. In high school, my focus shifted. I wanted to drive a nice car, be 
popular, make “all state” in basketball, and impress girls, once again, normal stuff.) 
 
I did the normal things, in my normal school, with my normal friends. It was popular to be normal, and I 
wanted to be normal.  
 
I bet most of you would that say you’re normal, too. Most of you like music and movies—normal. Some of 
you binge-watch shows—also normal. I know most of you spend lots of time posting “really good” selfies on 
social media. (Optional add: This week @LCSWITCH, we will be posting some selfie tips to set you up to 
razzle and dazzle on social media.) Once again, this is normal. (Feel free to add more hooks here). 
 
But here’s what we need to know: there’s nothing wrong with being normal, unless you’re called to be 
different.  
 
I’m about to let some of you off the hook. This message may not apply to a few of you yet, but for most of 
you, this message is for you. And honestly, it may make you uncomfortable. In fact, for those of you who may 
have thought “I wish Switch challenged me more”—this is your message. If you’ll apply this one message, I 
believe your life will be better. Then again, if you don’t take this step, nothing will change, and this is normal. 
There is nothing wrong with being normal, unless you’re called to be different.  
 
I don’t know about you, but when I hear the word “different,” I feel tense. There’s a part of me that wants to 
be different or stand out. I want people to look at me and think—I wish I were like him (or her), but I don’t 
want to be too different because when I think about people who are different, I picture people who don’t fit in. 
I picture kids who get picked on, beat up, and left out. That’s not something I’m signing up for.  
 
I want to be different, but not too different. So instead, I try to dress the same, talk the same, and do the 
same thing as everyone around me. In my mind, I tell myself what many of you tell yourself—I fit in, but I’m 
still me, so that’s different enough, right? But is it really different?  
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Are your choices different? Is how you treat people different? Is how you’re spending your time different? Is 
what you’re posting on social media different? What’s really different about you? For those of us who call 
ourselves Christians, how are we different? 
 
Now, don’t miss this: when we talk about being different, it’s not about being different because you resent the 
kids in your school. This isn’t about being different to get attention by wearing crazy outfits or dying your hair 
blue or pretending to be someone you’re not. This about being different because God has called you to be 
different. 
 
Paul, who wrote most of the New Testament and was and one of the most influential leaders of the Jesus 
movement said it this way: Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into 
a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good 
and pleasing and perfect. Romans 12:2 NLT 
 
God has called those of us who believe in Him to be different for Him. And I want to share a story of what 
can happen when we, the people who are called to be different, actually choose to be different.  
 
To set the story up, there were three teenagers from Israel who were normal kids. They went to school, had 
families, and had friends. Very normal. Then one day, they were taken from their homes and exiled to another 
country 900 miles away called Babylon. These teenagers weren’t brought to another country to be slaves—
they were brought to Babylon to be brainwashed. Just like in movies like Divergent and Hunger Games, these 
teenagers were being programmed to be Babylonians. Part of this re-programming included changing their 
language, their surroundings, their diet, their names, and more! Their new Babylonian names were Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.  
 
Babylon also had a king named Nebuchadnezzar, and one day, he decided to build a statue and implement a 
new law. The law required that everyone had to bow down to this statue whenever the music played. Anyone 
who refused to bow down and worship the statue would be thrown into a blazing furnace. That’s where we 
pick up our story.  
 
So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever their race or nation or language, bowed 
to the ground and worshiped the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Daniel 3:7 NLT 
 
How many people bowed down? All. Here’s the problem: there were lots of people who had been exiled to 
Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from Israel. For some context, Israel was God’s chosen 
people, and they were called to be different. So, what did those people do? They bowed along with everyone 
else. In their minds, it was better to bow than to be burned. But, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused 
to bow down. Then, naturally, the king found out and flipped out.  
 
Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought 
before him. When they were brought in, Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold statue I have set up? I will give you one 
more chance to bow down and worship the statue I have made when you hear the sound of the musical 
instruments. But if you refuse, you will be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will 
be able to rescue you from my power?” Daniel 3:13-15 NLT 
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What’s the easy answer in this situation? Bow down. But these teenagers were different. They were set apart. 
They were different together.   
 
I don’t know about you, but I tend to have more confidence when I’m around my friends—especially when 
lots of my friends are around. This can be good or bad.  
 
(Insert a quick story about a time you did something different because your friends were there or because they 
were also doing it (avoid drug-related stories) For example: When I was in college, I remember being up on a 
bridge called “Cry Baby Bridge.” I’m a big fan of bridges, but I’m not a person who’s ever walked across the 
bridge and thought to myself, “it would be fun to jump off this perfectly safe bridge into the water down 
there.” Yet, when you’re standing on the bridge with 5 friends and they say we’ll jump on the count of three, 
what do you do? You jump. Why? Some would say peer pressure, but it’s also because you have more 
confidence when you have friends doing the same thing. 
 
For Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, taking a stand, refusing to bow down, and being different was easier 
because they did it together. They wanted to be different because they wanted to be fully devoted followers 
of Christ. Here at Switch, we want the same thing for all of you. Our mission is to lead students to become 
fully devoted followers of Christ. We want you to be different from the world around you and become more 
like Christ. But we don’t want you to be different alone. Being different in a godly way can be hard, and 
sometimes, it seems impossible. But our challenge for all of you, and the main point of this message is simply 
this: Don’t be different alone. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were different together. This is how they 
responded:  
 
… “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing 
furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But 
even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or 
worship the gold statue you have set up.” Daniel 3:16-18 NLT 
 
Everyone watching this conversation had to be thinking that these teenagers were being stupid. Why not just 
bow down? But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego understood that if you want what normal people have, 
do what normal people do. If you want what few people have, you have to do what few people do.  
 
Basically, they said they’d rather be left out for being different than be invited because they compromised. 
They realized it’s better to have less friends and less likes on social media than to post things that make you 
compromise. It’s better to stick up for that kid being picked on, knowing that you may get picked on too, than 
compromising to be accepted. We know our God can save us, but even if He doesn’t show up in this 
situation, we’d rather do the right thing than the normal thing. They took a stand together. 
 
Nebuchadnezzar was so mad that he had the furnace turned up seven times hotter than usual. It was so hot 
that the soldiers who threw Shad, Mesh, and Abed into the fire died. The king wanted to teach these kids a 
lesson, but as we will soon see—they taught the king a lesson. 
 
So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring flames. But suddenly, 
Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and 
throw them into the furnace?” “Yes, Your Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied. “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar  
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shouted. “I see four men, unbound, walking around in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!” 
Daniel 3:23-25 NLT 

 
Don’t miss this. When we take a stand for God, He stands with us. Jesus didn’t keep them from being 
thrown into the fire, but he did join them there. If you think being a Christian means you don’t get burned and 
that you’ll have a perfect life, you’re going to be frustrated with God because that’s not true. When we accept 
Christ, it means He is with us when we go through the fire, just as we saw in this story. 

 
Instantly, Nebuchadnezzar ordered that they come out of the fire, and when they did, everyone saw that the 
fire hadn’t touched them. They didn’t even smell like smoke! Listen to how Nebuchadnezzar responded:  
 
… “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent his angel to rescue his servants who 
trusted in him. They defied the king’s command and were willing to die rather than serve or worship any god 
except their own God. Therefore, I make this decree: If any people, whatever their race or nation or language, 
speak a word against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they will be torn limb from limb, and 
their houses will be turned into heaps of rubble. There is no other god who can rescue like this!”  
Daniel 3:28-29 NLT 
 
Three teenagers chose to be different together, and it changed an entire country. That’s the kind of life that I 
want. That’s the kind of story that I want to tell my friends. That’s the kind of story I want to tell my kids, but 
we don’t get there by doing what normal people do.  
 
Can I tell you what normal people do? Normal people live for themselves and not for something greater. That 
describes some of you tonight. You are normal. You wake up, go to school, fit in, do what makes you happy, 
go to bed, and then repeat. Then one day, maybe in high school, maybe in college, or maybe as an adult, 
you’ll look around and realize your life is unfulfilling. That’s normal. Do you know why it’s unfulfilling? Because 
God has called us to be different.  
 
Like I said earlier, it’s okay to fit in, unless you’re called to be different. And here at Switch, we believe every 
one of you is called to be different. Our dream is to raise up a generation of students who love God with all 
their hearts and who love others well. We want to see students lead, have integrity, put others first, and 
remain pure. We want students who choose the right things, not the normal things. We are not looking to 
build a student ministry. We are building a student movement that will change this world. That’s different. You 
are different. But Don’t Be Different Alone.  
 
What would happen if all of us, for one day or let’s be crazy, for one week, decided to be different? What 
would happen if for one week, we took Paul’s advice to quit being normal? What if, this week, we asked God 
to make us different by changing the way we think. Here’s the kicker: what if we obey what God says for one 
week? What would it look like if we committed to love God with all our hearts, minds, and strength and to 
love our neighbors? That would be different. 
 
For those who are thinking you can’t do it, let me reset the expectations. What would happen if for one week, 
you made the choice to be friendly to every single person at your school—even the kids who may not have as 
many friends? What would happen if for one week, instead of trying to avoid your family and having a selfish 
attitude, you made a point to be spend time with them and had a serving attitude—for example: doing your 
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chores without being asked? Let me give you one more—what would happen if for one week, you ran your 
choices about what you watch, what you say, what you post, and what you do through this filter: will this 
action make me more or less like Christ?   
 
Here’s where the power of Switch kicks in. If every student at Switch, across all 27 campuses in 8 states 
chose to do this, it would result in more than 10,000 students making a difference in their schools, in their 
homes, and in their own personal lives this week alone. That makes a big difference. That changes schools, 
families, and communities. And just like we saw with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, it may just change 
an entire country. That’s what you have a chance to be a part of here at Switch. It’s different, but we won’t  
be different alone.  
 

CLOSE 
Have students close their eyes and bow their heads. 

We looked at what God’s Word says, but now I want us to look at our own lives and allow God to continue 
speaking to us. What do we do now? What happens when this message ends? Do we do something different, or 
do we walk out of here the same way we walked in—normal?  

Here’s my question: How many of you want more out of your life? How many of you want to get more out of this 
school year? For many of you, when you look at what’s normal for teenagers, you recognize that isn’t going to 
satisfy you. You don’t just want to be liked; you want to make a difference with your life, and today is your first 
step. If that’s you, and you’re saying: I’m ready to be different, even if no one else is willing to join me—then on the 
count of three, I’m going to ask you to be bold and raise your hand. 1,2,3… raise your hands right now. Keep your 
hands up. Everyone look around. Those of you who want to be different, look around. You’re not alone. We are in 
this together. We won’t be different alone.  
 (Pray a big, vision-filled prayer for the students.) 

With eyes still closed and heads still bowed: 

Still in an attitude of prayer, I want to talk to another group here. Today, we talked about being normal, fitting in, 
and going along with the crowd. Do you know what the Bible says is normal about us? We’ve all sinned. That 
means we have missed the mark. God has set a target of holiness, and at some point, whether it was a lie, a cuss 
word, a thought, or an action that didn’t line up with God’s standard, we missed the mark. We’ve all sinned. The 
Bible also points out that the normal punishment for sin is death—being separated from God. But that was 
unacceptable to God, so He did something different. John 3:16 says that “God so loved the world that he sent His 
Son,” Jesus, to live a different life, a perfect life, but because He was different, He was rejected by the religious 
people and placed on cross, where He would die for the punishment of our sins. Three days later, Jesus would 
overcome death. Why? “So that whoever believes in him would not perish, but would find everlasting life.”  We are 
no longer forced to be normal. We can now be children of God. Tonight, there are some of you feeling something 
inside of you—that’s normal. That’s God telling you that it’s time to start a relationship with Christ for the first time. 
It’s time to be different and give your life to Christ. This is what you are here for. Today, you move from normal to 
Christ follower. You move from lost to found. You move from typical to different. If you want to commit and 
surrender your life to Christ, raise your hand now! At Switch, we won’t be different alone, so let’s all pray together.  
 (Have students repeat the prayer after you to receive Jesus in their lives and to begin to live for Him).	


