
KEY SCRIPTURE
Matthew 7.13-14

PURSUE GOD
Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow 
the road that leads to life, and only a few �nd it.
In the ancient world Greek, Roman, and Jewish writers spoke of a dichotomy, or two
pathways in life. There is a way that leads to life, and one that leads to death. And in His 
teaching, Jesus is using this imagery to describe the reality of how some will not accept 
His grace, some will choose the wide gate, and others will choose a di�erent path. What
He is really saying here is, there is a choice that is death, which means separation from 
God. And one that is life, which means justi�cation before and relation with God. Paul 
said the same thing this way, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 6.23). Notice life isn’t found just anywhere, but IN Christ.
James, the brother of Jesus, also described this dichotomy when he said, “Blessed 
is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love Him... after desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death” 
(James 1.12-15). They are all essentially saying, each of us have choices to make. 
Everyday, thousands of choices that come in every size, and shape. And these choices 
have an impact on what forever will look like. Obviously, we want to make the right 
choices. But if you want to make the right choice for the sake of being morally good,
or because you want to be known for doing the right thing, you might be missing the
point of life. Often what is right is also what looks safest. But following Jesus, it isn’t 
always safe. So what Jesus is saying, is trust Me. Trust that I am working in you, and 
around you. Trust Me when I say, My way is the best way... the only way that leads to 
life. Trust Me that I‘m not trying to keep you from having fun in life, but I’m protecting 
your life. Trust My Word, trust My counsel, trust the urging of the Holy Spirit inside of 
you. Trust Me when the choice seems obvious, but I tell you to go a di�erent way. Trust 
Me when the choice is di�cult and I whisper where to go. Trust Me when you know, 
when you think you know, and when you don’t. Trust Me. And in that trust, that faith, 
you will �nd Me and in Me, you will �nd life. 
 
LOVE LIFE
Where is life leading you? Does the direction you’re going look more like you, or Jesus?

Is it the same direction God would have you going? If not, what needs to change?

ROAD MAP


