
KEY SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 2.1-5

PURSUE GOD
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our �esh and following 
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But 
because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved.
When Paul says, “you were dead in your transgressions and sins” he’s really repeating the 
same thing using two di�erent words. The Greek word for dead is nekros and means, one 
that has breathed his last or without breath. And so it’s a picture of the created without 
the Divine breath of the Creator. But this death isn’t physical, it’s spiritual and cause when 
we sin against God. So Paul uses the words transgressions and sins to drive home his 
point. Where transgression means a lapse, or misdeed, almost an ignorance, sin means 
to completely miss the mark. Paul is saying both produce death because they are equally
o�ensive to God. And an o�ence against God produces the need of a Savior to provide 
salvation. But this is where we often get tripped up, because we start believing salvation 
is God’s plan for us to avoid hell and to punch a or to become a better version of our self.  
But the purpose of our salvation isn’t even about us at all. The purpose of our salvation 
is so God’s grace can be put on display for the world to see.

LOVE LIFE
What do you think it means to be dead in your transgressions and sins?

Are there parts of your life that are still dead? Or at least operating in death?
If you were honest, what are some of those areas? 

How do you picture God’s wrath? And do you believe, as Paul says,  you were deserving
of it? 

Life Group Discussion
After you fail... stumble... mess-up... sin... how many times have you thought, well that’s
it, there’s no turning back from this... God won’t for give me...

What does it mean that God is rich in mercy?

If you are saved by grace, why do you continue to live and work for God’s approval?
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