
KEY SCRIPTURE
Ephesians 5.15-20

PURSUE GOD
Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the 
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, 
but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be �lled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart 
to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
In �rst century Ephesus, Greek culture and the remnants of Hellenism were still highly
in�uential to the people of that day. A strong emphasis was placed on wisdom, but
in the sense  of practical wisdom, not godly wisdom that Paul refers to. The wisdom of
the Greeks, while revolutionary in the areas of art, philosophy, and culture, came from 
the individual’s ability to discern what was good and right and virtuous, and was not
rooted in God’s divinity and omniscience, not was it considered a gift given by God. So 
to the Greek, it was the individual who had the power to decide what was good, and 
what was bad, what was right, and what was wrong. And Paul comes along with a
warning to this small group of believers in Ephesus saying, listen the people in your city
the people you are surrounded by every day, they aren’t pursuing the same kind of 
wisdom I want you to pursue. They pursue a wisdom they have determined is right. I 
want you to chase a wisdom that is from above. Really what he is saying here is, be 
careful who you allow to de�ne what you think is right and wrong. The teachers, and 
philosophers, and politicians, and you neighbors may all sound wise, but if they aren’t
using the wisdom of God, that begins with the fear of the Lord they are doing what is
pleasing and prosperous for themselves, and not pursuing God’s will.

LOVE LIFE
Are you careful how you live? If so, how? If not, why?

How does being careful how we live go beyond just doing the right thing?
Or does it only mean to do the right thing all the time?
   

Life Group Discussion
How can you help your circle of in�uence, and how can they help you, be careful
in how you live?

What kind of wisdom are you chasing? 
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