
PERSPECTIVE—3 
SEEING FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE 

 
Sixth-Sense: I see dead people. I see things some of you don’t.  

You see some things I don’t see. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
• WHAT YOU’VE EXPERIENCED DETERMINES WHAT 

YOU SEE. 
 
Sports: Why fowl? Watch out for number 19. Am Idol—was that good? 

Church that’s struggling—Car breaks down (open hood… no fire) 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Paul had seen more of the sinfulness of man & goodness in God! 

 
Sinfulness of Man: Himself, Beaten, Stoned, Imprisoned. 

Goodness of God: Knocked ground, God’s voice, Lifted spritual realm. 
 

Help church in Philippi see-what-he-saw! 
Context: Writing from Roman prison. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write 
the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  
Phil. 3:1 
 

~  Gospel went first to the Jews (First 7 chaps of Acts) 
~  Then Samaritans—half Jewish (Acts 8) 
~  Gentiles all hell broke loose. (Acts 10) 

 
Strict Jewish believers fought back—Gentiles can’t just become Xians. 

Submit to Jewish rules before they could be saved—circumcised.  
 

Acts 15 shows they settled dispute at the conference of Jerusalem 
Don’t have 2 become Jewish 2 be saved. Set Paul free to reach Gentiles. 

Group called the Judaizers followed trying to correct him. 

THREE DANGERS ALL BELIEVERS NEED TO SEE 
 

1) SEE THE DANGERS OF LEGALISM. 
 

Legalism: substituting rules for relationship. 
 
Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the 
flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the 
Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in 
the flesh- 4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone 
else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as 
for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, 
faultless. Phil. 3:2-6 
 

613 laws: Can’t eat egg laid on Sabbath 
Bitten by mosq on Sabbath, can’t scratch 
Woman can’t look in mirror – pull gray 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BG, Mother Teresa, Dedicated baby, baptized adult, Xian school 

 
Don’t go Rated R (Passion of X), Drink beer, Listen to secular music. 

Go to church, read bible, pray for one hour a day. 
 

Legalism leads to false guilt and false confidence. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2) SEE THE DANGERS OF WORLDLY DISTRACTIONS. 
 

Buy shirt on ebay—missed goal! Didn’t get shirt! 
 
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost 
all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ... Phil. 3:7-8 
 

Everything I thought was important—wasn’t!  
Near death experience! You are near death! 

Life is short! 



I consider them all rubbish! Skubala—dung. 
 
9 and be found in (Christ), not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the 
righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to 
attain to the resurrection from the dead. Phil 3:9-11 
 

You’re not seeing what’s important—distracted! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3) SEE THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL COMPLACENCY. 
 
Satisfied with what we have—not w/we’ve accomplished for his glory. 
 
1 of most dangerous things so many churches—spiritually complacent! 

Marriage, Ministry, Relationship to God 
 

You’re not dead—you’re not done! 
 

From prison! 
 
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made 
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took 
hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Phil. 3:12-14 
 

When you see what I’ve seen—you’ll live like I live! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


