
PERSPECTIVE—1 
NOW WHAT? 

 
Favorite books of the bible—book of Phil 

 
Paul wrote this letter to Church in Philippi—church he started on 2nd 
missionary journey around 52 AD. Almost 20 years after death/res. 
 

Loved the people in Phil. They loved Paul. 
10 years later. Around 62 AD. Church sent offering for him—Epaph 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Letter is a thank you note—with some loving instruction. 

Major theme is joy. (19 references, joy, rejoice) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Key piece of knowledge that changes your perspective! 
 

Meet someone—hear story  
Friends with 4 kids—Big family! 

Rich—really rich. Skiing. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Writing from a Roman prison in house arrest—awaiting execution. 
Acts 28: Locked up for 2 years, chained to Roman soldier 24 hrs a day. 

 
Dreamed of going to Rome as preacher—prisoner. 

Middle another trial—change perspective—joyful no matter what! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel 
this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I 
am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share 
in God's grace with me.  
 

Something you wish was different? Younger/Older 
Job, House, Marriage, Kids—Different kids. 

 

• We all have a what and don’t understand the why! 
• God always has a why behind a what. 
• I don’t have to understand why to trust God in the what! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
TWO QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN LIFE IS HARD 

 
1) NOW WHAT? 

 
12 Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me 
has really served to advance the gospel.  
 

Advance: pioneer advance, progress of an army or expedition. 
Cutting undergrowth that would prevent progress. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This is bad. Nothing good! Stop—Change of Perspective 

Obstacles to opportunities. Setbacks to setups. 
Purpose in your prison! 

 
Magic Eye—3D dolphins 

 
13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard 
and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

You think I’m chained down & can’t preach!  
Who I’m chained to! Chained to Roman soldier (Imperial Guard)  

24 hrs/day. 6 hrs. Captive audience. Real prisoner? 
 

Akito—use your opponents attack against him. 
 

The test you endure becomes the testimony you tell! 
Your misery can become your ministry! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
14 Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been 
encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and 
fearlessly. Phil 1:14 
 
Not married, Financial setback, Relational/prof dead end—now what. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



2) SO WHAT? 
 
15 It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others 
out of goodwill. 16 The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here 
for the defense of the gospel. 17 The former preach Christ out of 
selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble 
for me while I am in chains.  18 But what does it matter? The 
important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or 
true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.  
 
Tis gar plen (plane): What does it matter? So what? 
 

• So what will this matter 100 years from now? 
 

Some things really matter—simply don’t matter. 
 

Through documents in the trash! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• President’s speech interrupted your favorite show—so what! 
• Hair won’t do what you want it to do—so what! 
• Running late to big appointment—so what! 
• Person at work said something unkind about you—so what! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
When u recognize what doesn’t matter—u can focus on what does.  
 

What does matter? People matter! Eternity matters! 
 
21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on 
living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I 
choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body. Phil 1:21-24 
 
 
 
 
 


