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Faith on Fire 

Series: The Outlasters 

Psalm 112:1-6 

 
     Welcome to the third week of the message series called The Outlasters.  I’m thrilled to 

have all of you at all of our LifeChurches, our network churches, all over the world, on 

the other side of computers at Church Online. 

 

     If you missed the first week, we talked about what’s called the “challenge of the third 

generation.”  We looked at the reality that, so often, the first generation is marked by 

courage, and entrepreneurial spirit, and strength, and prosperity. 

 

     The second generation comes along and inherits something that they appreciate, but 

they did not earn.  So, instead of growing what they inherit, often they try to protect what 

they inherited. 

 

     The third generation comes along, and all they saw was the preservation mode.  They 

often reject the values of those who have gone before them, and all the work of the first 

generation is often lost by the third generation.  This is such a challenge, when it comes 

to passing our faith along. 
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     What I want to talk to you about today is, how do we create a hunger for a first-

generation faith in Christ in those who are to come?  And I want to revisit our key verse 

that we looked at the first week, from Psalm 112.  We’ll read verses 1 through verse 6. 

 

     Here’s how David said it.  He said this, he said, “1 … How joyful are those who fear 

the Lord and delight in obeying His commands.”  Verse 2 – let’s all read this together, all 

of our churches.  Let’s all read it aloud: “Their children will be successful everywhere.”  

One more time: “2 Their children will be successful everywhere; an entire generation of 

godly people will be blessed.  3 They themselves will be wealthy, and their good deeds 

will” – what?  Everybody – “their good deeds will last forever.” 

 

     So many people, when they die, very little lasts.  But we’re going to live in such a way 

that our values and our good deeds outlast us.  We are going to be outlasters. 

 

     The next verse says, “4 … They are generous, compassionate, and righteous.”  And 

here’s some great news: “6 … Those who are righteous will be” – what? – “[they] will be 

long remembered.”  They will be outlasters. 

 

     I want to go back to verse 2, because this is so important, and I really want to camp 

out here today.  Verse 2 is the verse I had you all read aloud that said, “Their children 

will be successful everywhere.”  As a parent, that’s a tremendous vision and goal to have.  

But more than just as a parent, I believe, as a church, that we should have a vision for our 
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children, not just ours or yours, but our children to be successful everywhere.  And for 

that to be true, I think it’s important for us to define what success is, as followers of 

Christ, and what success is not. 

 

     Now, if you look at what culture says success is today, I think you would agree that 

success, in our modern-day culture, is somewhere close to this statement.  If you’re 

taking notes, write this down.  Culture says success is raising well-rounded, well-

educated, happy kids – well-rounded, well-educated, happy kids.  Wouldn’t you agree 

that culture says that?  Somewhere in there, that’s pretty accurate – well-rounded, well-

educated, happy kids. 

 

     The problem with well-rounded – let’s expose them to all sorts of different things – 

quite honestly, is, I don’t want to hire well-rounded staff members.  I don’t.  I want to 

hire exceptional staff members that are really, really good at one or two things.  The most 

successful people are not well rounded, but they are incredibly successful at a narrow set 

of gifts. 

 

     Well educated, admittedly, is a great goal.  But if our children score a 35 on their 

ACT, and yet, have no integrity, and no character, they are not successful at what matters 

most. 
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     Happy – we talked about this in week number one, that so often in our culture, we 

bow down and worship at the altar of happiness.  “We just want our kids to be happy.  

We just want them to be happy.  We just want them to be happy.” 

 

     The problem is, God did not call us to be happy; He called us to be holy – “Be holy, as 

I am holy.”  Happiness can never be the goal.  Happiness, joy, and contentment are 

byproducts of a life lived for the honor and glory of God.  And so, we’re not going to be 

so concerned about today’s happiness, but instead, we’re going to focus on tomorrow’s 

readiness.  We’re going to impart life to the next generation that they could glorify God 

in all they do. 

 

     So, if success, for us, is not consistent with what culture is, what are we going to call 

“success”?  And here’s how I define it, as a follower of Christ.  What are we called to do, 

as it pertains to the next generation?  Write this down.  I believe, if you are a follower of 

Christ, that we are called to unleash Christ-centered, biblically anchored, world changers, 

that with everything in us, we are called to unleash – we’re helping prepare them to 

glorify God in all that they do, to train them up in the way they should go.  When they’re 

old, they will not depart from it – to unleash Christ-centered –  In other words, Jesus is 

not Lord in name only, but He is first planted deep within our hearts that we will glorify 

Him in all that we do. 
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     In a world filled with relativism, where it’s very difficult for anyone to take a stance 

for constant truth, our children will be biblically anchored.  God’s Word holds them 

firmly planted to His truth.  And because they are Christ-centered, biblically anchored, 

then their ultimate goal is not their happiness, but they’re going to make a difference in 

this world, and the byproduct will be a life of contentment, and fulfillment, because God 

has used them to make a difference. 

 

     So, let’s all say it together.  What are we called to do?  All of our churches join your 

voices together.  We are called to – what?  We are called to unleash Christ-centered, 

biblically anchored, world changers.  And some of you are going, “Whew!  I’m just 

trying to pay the bills, and keep my kids in shoes.  Do you know how fast their feet 

grow?  I mean, just trying to keep them in shoes is difficult enough.” 

 

     Here’s what I’ve noticed about this series.  We’re in week number three, and, 

interestingly enough, what I’ve noticed is, there are a lot of people that don’t have 

children that are actually more excited about this series than those who do. 

 

     I met a 23-year-old guy at the movie theater, and he was like, “I’m so lit up!”  I’m 

like, “Do you have kids?”  “No, I don’t, but I feel like it’s a calling!  I want to do this!  

This is amazing!”  Some who are older are like, “Crap, I screwed up!  I feel horrible!”  

And those who are raising kids, they’re like, “Just tell me what time church is over, and 

where do I pick up my kids?” 
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     And it’s interesting, because when you don’t have kids, life is so much different than 

when you do.  When you think you’re ready to have kids, you’re not.  It’s only when you 

know you’re not. 

 

     For example, when you don’t have kids – think about this.  Some of you will 

remember.  When you don’t have kids, and you want to go somewhere, what do you do?  

You just go somewhere!  Here’s how it works.  Some of you, you don’t even remember 

this.  You’re like, I think I’ll go somewhere.  That’s what you do! 

 

     When you have kids, you never just go somewhere.  We have six of them – a 

basketball team, and a sub.  If we want to be somewhere by Thursday at noon, we start 

leaving Tuesday evening!  We do, because it takes that long to get them anywhere.  

You’re trying to get six of them out of the house.  You find five, and there’s one missing.  

You find the missing one, and now you’ve got two missing.  Like, “Come here!  Stay 

here!”  It’s like herding cats.  “Where are your shoes?”  And, “Where are your pants?”  

And, “Have you showered today?  No?  Have you showered this week?  Brush your – 

don’t worry about your hair, just get –” 

 

     There’s always one missing, and the problem is, I’ve got a weak whistler.  It’s a 

horrible, horrible problem.  I’ve got a weak whistler.  Some of you dads, you’ve got the 

whole two-fingered, peace whistle thing going, so loud that –  I’ve got a neighbor down 

about a half mile.  He whistles for his kids, I come running he’s so loud.  I’m like, 
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“We’re missing a kid.”  I’m like whiisshh, whiisshh, whiisshh, whiisshh, and they just 

look at me, like … 

 

     So, anyway, all that being said, if you are a parent, I understand.  “Unleash – what was 

that, again?  Christ-centered bib – blah, I can’t even remember.”  I know this can really 

sound intimidating.  We’re called to unleash Christ-centered, biblically anchored, world 

changers.  And we’re just trying to pay the bills for their dance classes.  How do we do 

this? 

 

     What I want to do today is make it so simple that every single one of you, parent or 

not, if you’re 18, if you’re 88, you are inspired to use your gifts to help the next 

generation have a hunger and a desire for first-generation faith in Christ.  And I’m going 

to make it as simple as I can, and I promise you, there is so much power in this 

simplicity. 

 

     What we’re going to try to do is manage what we expose them to.  Think about this.  

What we expose them to determines who they become.  We know this.  If you love 

basketball, and expose them to basketball, chances are pretty good they’re going to like 

that more than science.  What we expose them to determines who they become.  Proverbs 

says it this way: “Walk with the wise” – expose them to wise people, and what do they 

become?  They become wise.  But help them run around a bunch of fools, and what 

happens?  They suffer harm.  What we expose them to determines what they become.   
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     Here’s what we need to acknowledge.  They are naturally going to be exposed to a lot 

of bad things, just going through life – bad attitudes, over-sexualized society, 

materialism, prejudices, bullying and such.  And so, as parents, we just can’t say, “You’re 

going to love Jesus!  You’re going to be biblically anchored!” 

 

     We cannot force them to love Jesus, but here’s what we can do.  We can expose them 

to experiences that increase the likelihood of them falling in love with God, and growing 

spiritually.  This is so important.  We can’t force them, but we can expose them to those 

things that increase the likelihood that they will have a first-generation hunger and desire 

to know Christ in an intimate and a real way.  We’re going to manage their exposure so 

that, with the help of God, we can raise Christ-centered, biblically anchored world 

changers, and that will be success to us.  So, let me give you three things that we’re going 

to expose them to. 

 

     The first thing, if you’re taking notes, is this.  We’re going to expose the next 

generation to the joy of knowing God personally.  We’re going to expose them to the joy 

of knowing God personally. 

 

     In fact, this is what Jesus said, in John 17.  He said, “And this is eternal life,” and then 

He defined what eternal life is.  It is “to know My Father who sent Me.”  “This is eternal 

life, to know God, who sent Me.”  That is it, to know God. 
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     The problem is, sometimes, in Christian homes, rather than exposing them to a 

relationship with God, we expose them to rules – rules, rules, rules, rules.  Rules without 

relationship lead to rebellion.  I am convinced that the next generation is not rejecting 

Christ, as much as they’re rejecting legalism and hypocrisy.  We must expose them to the 

joy of an intimate relationship with God. 

 

     And I’ll tell you how we do this in our home.  I had a mentor, years ago.  He told me 

this one really simple thing.  He said, “Any time there’s something good, give God the 

credit for it in front of your children.”  He said, “And just say this, ‘Hasn’t the Lord 

blessed us?  Hasn’t God been good to us?’” 

 

     Christmas morning, when we had almost nothing, and they were all garage sale gifts – 

“Look at the way the Lord has blessed us today, now that we have more.  Today, look at 

the way the Lord has blessed us.”  Someone lets us use their lake house – “Look at the 

way the Lord has blessed us!”  We’ve got friends over, enough pizza for all my kids, and 

five more – “Whoa!  Look at the way the Lord has blessed us!”  And we help them to see 

the goodness of God, and connect all blessings to the real source of these blessings.  

“Look at how the Lord has blessed us.” 

 

     Now, if we want them to have a relationship with God, the joy of knowing God, then 

there must be some conversations.  You do not have a relationship without conversation.  

And so, in our home, we have a very sincere goal of helping them to know God through 
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His Word, and experience Him through the power of prayer.  We want our children to 

know God through His Word, and experience Him through the power of prayer. 

 

     And let me tell you what that looks like in our home, because sometimes I think 

people are so intimated by this, like, “There’s no way we could ever have a holy prayer 

meeting.”  I’m going to tell you this: We do not have a set prayer time in our home, and 

never have.  And yet, we pray consistently, and often.  We pray consistently, and often, 

but there is not a set prayer time. 

 

     We pray when there’s a boo-boo; we pray when there are hurt feelings.  We pray 

when there is a big game coming up.  We pray when someone’s fighting with one 

another.  We pray when there’s a thunderstorm, and people are afraid.  We pray every 

single day, but we pray on an as-needed and circumstantial selection. 

 

     For example, we did do some prayer meetings for a while, but they were never, like, 

Tuesday night, at 7:00.  It would be spontaneous – “Hey, let’s have a popcorn and prayer 

night.”  That’s what we called it, because I wanted them to associate praying with 

something fun, so we would make popcorn, and you’d have to eat popcorn before you’d 

pray. 
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     Some of you think, Wow!  Pastor Craig is so cool.  This must have been amazing.  I 

can just visualize their four-year-old doing deep intercession before the throne room of 

God. 

 

     Be real!  Let me tell you what it was like.  It was like, we’re starting to pray, and 

someone says, “His feet stink!”  “Tell him to stop touching me!”  “She’s peeking during 

prayer!”  Always, someone was peeking, and someone else would catch the peeker, and 

I’d always say, “You’re a peeker hypocrite!  How did you know they were peeking, 

unless you were peeking?”  That’s how it went.  But it’s popcorn, and it’s prayer, and it 

was fun.  And because we prayed, guess what?  When good things would happen, they 

would connect God to answering their prayers. 

 

     And it all changed whenever Bookie – his real name is Stephen, but we called him 

“Bookie,” because his older brother tried to call him “Boobie,” but that was unacceptable 

in a pastor’s home, and so it became Bookie – when Bookie called a prayer meeting, and 

brought all the other kids in and said, “It’s time for us to call on God to get us a dog.  Dad 

won’t get us a dog.  We’re going to the top.”  And they all prayed for a dog, and the next 

day, a puppy wandered up to our house.  And the kids said, “Dad, look at how good God 

has been to us!”  And I’m telling you what, my children believe in the power of prayer. 

 

     Not only do they believe in the power of prayer, but all eight of our family members 

study God’s Word, every day.  Every single one reads God’s Word, every day.  And let 



 

© LifeChurch.tv 

me tell you this: It has never been a rule, nor even a suggestion.  It’s just culturally what 

we do in our home.  I have never said, “All of you need to read the Bible, every day.”  

That’s a rule.  It’s just been culturally what we do.  Guess what?  They see Dad do it.  

They see their mom do it, even more than Dad does it.  And so, Catie, when she was old 

enough, she did it.  Mandy saw Catie do it, so Mandy did it.  Anna saw her sisters do it, 

so she did it.  Sam saw his sisters, so he did it.  Bookie saw everybody do it, and Joy, she 

saw everybody, so everybody else does it. 

 

     And when you’ve got a child reading the Bible at the age of six, or seven, or eight, or 

nine, and God speaks to them through His Word, at a particular time, at a young age, 

suddenly they see the value of knowing God through His Word.  I want my children to 

see the joy of knowing God personally.  Well, they say, “Yeah, Mom and Dad, they’re 

not perfect, but they talk to God.  They experience God.  God corrects them.  God 

convicts them.  God comforts them.  God guides them.  God empowers them.  God leads 

them.  They have something that I want.” 

 

     If your children do not have a first-generation love for Jesus, maybe you need to turn 

up the heat, and seek Him personally.  And when they see it …  More is caught than is 

taught.  We want to expose them to the joy of knowing God personally. 

 

     The second thing we want to do, if you’re taking notes, is this.  First of all, we’re 

going to expose them to the joy of knowing God personally.  The second thing is, we’re 
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going to expose them to the presence and power of God in His Church.  We’re going to 

expose them to the presence and power of God in His Church. 

 

     You see, if you miss church, you miss a lot, right?  You really do.  Last week, that 

whole thing about the rope – I am so stealing that!  I am so stealing that.  I’m talking 

about, during worship God speaks to me.  During the message, God speaks to me.  

Hearing that with your family, and discussing what God is saying every single week is so 

rich. 

 

     Let me tell you a question that’s never been asked in my home.  Never, one time, has 

anyone ever asked, “Do you think we should go to church this weekend?”  No one ever 

asks that.  No one ever asks that in our home. 

 

     And, again, it’s not because it’s a rule, and it’s not because we say, “You have to go to 

church.”  Even when I am off for the weekend we go to church, because my children 

want to go to church.  You see, they understand that even the go to church – they don’t 

even like to use that word, as much as they say, “We are the Church.”  And our whole 

lives revolve around this.  We don’t ever say, “Do you want to go to church?” because 

it’s a part of our lives.  It is a priority. 

 

     Here’s the bottom line.  For most of you, there are things that are non-negotiable.  

Your kid’s going to school – non-negotiable.  Work – pretty much a non-negotiable.  In 
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my home, dance – non-negotiable.  “Do you know how much we pay for dance?  You’re 

going to love it and be good.”  Non-negotiable …  And yet, for so many parents, on the 

weekend, “Do you want to go to church this weekend?”  That’s, like, the one negotiable 

thing that comes up, again and again and again. 

 

     And the bottom line is – and I don’t want to make anybody feel guilty, but if you only 

trump church for other things …  “Well, it’s a beautiful day, so let’s stay home and enjoy 

it.”  “Well, it’s raining, so let’s not go.”  “Well, we were up late for the game last night.”  

“Well, we’ve got a tournament this weekend.”  “Well, we’ve got a recital this weekend.”  

“Well, we’re kind of tired, and let’s just rest.”  If you only trump church for other things, 

and you never, ever trump anything else for the worship of God, you are sending a very 

clear message of what your true priorities are.  I want to expose them to the presence and 

power of God in His Church that they long to be in His presence with other people. 

 

     Think about that verse we just read.  I love this, the verse – “Their children will be 

successful everywhere.”  Their children …  Whose children?  Not my children, not your 

children, but their children, our children – our children. 

 

     You see, I am so thankful for those of you who care about my children!  You’re the 

Church!  And I want you to know, right now, we – my family – care about your children. 
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     And I just have to say to those of you who have served in LifeKIDS, or served in 

SWITCH, you have no idea the difference you made in my kids’ lives.  Some of you, at 

other campuses, you’ve obviously worked with my kids, but you helped other children 

become fully devoted followers of Christ.  And that is so huge. 

 

     One of my daughters, she was afraid to go to SWITCH.  It just seemed too 

uncomfortable for her.  And someone else’s mom – not Amy, but someone else’s mom – 

said, “Do you realize all that God has put in you?  You need to go, and make a difference 

in the other kids’ lives.”  And so, she finally agreed, because someone else influenced 

her.  Now she’s been out of SWITCH for two years, and she will not miss it, because her 

life revolves around investing in others.  And there was another mom who helped impart 

a heart for ministry in one of my children, and for that I am eternally grateful.  “Their 

children will be successful everywhere.” 

 

     It’s so important to us, it’s so important to Amy.  Not only does she home educate our 

kids, and help with the women’s ministry here, and run ministry homes and such, but, on 

top of all that, she disciples a group of junior high girls – opens up the Word every 

Wednesday night, before our life group.  My daughter’s not even in it.  It’s just, she cares 

about your children, and therefore, she teaches a group of 12 of them God’s Word every 

week because that’s what we do in the Church.  That’s what we do. 
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     And I am extraordinarily blessed to have several young boys that call me “Dad” that 

are not by biological sons.  One of their dad’s died, another one was not to be found, and 

they didn’t have a father figure in their lives.  We were able to help their moms through a 

very difficult time, and take their sons under our wings, and I could be a father figure to a 

son that needed that.  And there are few things in my life that are richer than that. 

 

     I did not do that because I’m the pastor.  I did that because I’m a follower of Christ, 

and that’s what we do in the context of the Church.  “Their children will be successful 

everywhere,” when we expose our children to the presence and power of God in the 

Church.  There’s something rich about experiencing God together, sensing His presence, 

talking about it.  And this, I believe with all my heart, must be a top priority in our lives. 

 

     What we expose them to determines what they become.  If we expose them to just 

fashion, or just sports, or just good education, then they’re going to become well-

rounded, well-educated, and maybe happy kids.  But if we expose them to the joy of 

knowing God personally, expose them to the presence of God, and His power in the 

Church, then they may become Christ-centered, biblically anchored, world changers. 

 

     The first thing we’re going to do, number one, is expose them to the joy of knowing 

God personally.  Number two, we want to expose them to the presence and power of God 

in His Church.  And number three, we want to expose them to the thrill of being used by 

God. 
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     We want to expose them to the thrill of being used by God, because they will be 

exposed to the thrill of scoring a goal.  They may be exposed to the thrill of making an 

“A” on an exam.  They may be exposed to the thrill of going to their first prom.  They 

may be exposed to the thrill of playing the flute in the first chair.  But I want to also 

expose them to the eternal thrill of God using them to make a difference in somebody 

else’s life. 

 

     We’re so serious about this, at church, that we say when a child enters the sixth grade, 

not only are they allowed to serve, but they are allowed to lead.  We allow a sixth-grader 

to lead a small-group Bible study for preschoolers, or for Connect.  We allow them to 

lead worship in an age-appropriate place.  We allow them to greet and make people feel 

welcome, or to use their gifts to run the sound system, because we want to see them using 

their gifts for something outside of themselves, and recognize, Oh, my gosh!  God just 

used me!  I just made a difference!  God gave me the words to say.  I helped somebody.  I 

was able to pray with someone who was in need.  I was able to lead someone to Christ.  

There is no thrill greater than God using me to make a difference in someone else’s life. 

 

     In fact, I want to just brag on some of our next-generation world changers.  We’ve got 

a church full of young adults coming up with a first-generation faith in Christ.  I’ll tell 

you about a few of them. 
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     Parker – this is crazy.  She’s three years old.  You watch, as God can use even a three-

year-old.  She’s from our Stillwater, Oklahoma, campus, and she went to her preschool 

class and just put on church services.  That’s what she did.  She started preaching, and 

she started trying to lead songs, and she was so excited about Easter, they told her to 

invite her friends.  And so, here’s a picture of her putting invitations in the cubby holes to 

invite everyone she could to be at her church to worship God on Easter – three years of 

age! 

 

     From Broken Arrow, Oklahoma …  Harrison is an All-Star baseball player who will 

play Division I baseball in college, it looks like.  This kid recognized, others look to him 

as a leader in sports, so he wanted to be a spiritual leader.  He singlehandedly, one 

student, has brought, now, fifteen of his friends, who have met Christ in SWITCH.  Many 

of their families have now been transformed because one fifteen-year-old athlete 

recognized that baseball is a platform for him to leverage to help other people know the 

joy of knowing God personally. 

 

     Austin is from our Southern Florida campus, in Wellington.  He’s seven years of age.  

Here’s a picture of Austin, in the middle.  He went to a class at church that helped him 

find out what he was good at. 

 

     In fact, here’s what he wrote about this, after going to his class in church.  Let me see 

if I can get this.  He said this, he said, “My name is Austin Russell.  Recently I completed 
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a challenge card for my church, LifeChurch.tv, which helped me discover my talents.  I 

think I’m a good Rainbow Loom bracelet maker.”  Glory to God!  “I love to make 

bracelets, and sell them to my friends.”  You see, when you realize you’re a good 

Rainbow Loom bracelet maker early in life, there is no stopping what God can do 

through you. 

 

     So, at the age of seven, when Austin heard about his friend’s mom, who had a heart 

failure, a heart condition, and they couldn’t pay the medical bills, Austin took his talent, 

sold two hundred-dollars’ worth of bracelets to give a hundred percent of it to her, to help 

her pay her medical bills.  Look at how good our God is, to use your gifts to make a 

difference in somebody else’s life. 

 

     Angelina is eight years of age.  This little star got a million points in Connect.  Let me 

tell you what, you’ve got to memorize a lot of verses, worship a lot of songs, and bring  a 

lot of kids, and never forget bringing your Bible, to earn a million points.  She was 

moved when the tornado hit near her campus, and after winning a hundred dollar gift 

card, she donated one hundred percent of it to help a family from her campus that lost 

everything in the tornado.  That is a world changer being born. 

 

     And 10 months later, when this exceptional girl won a million points again, she took 

the hundred dollars and asked, “What is one of our local mission partners?”  Because 

every campus has local mission partners that we partner with.  And she found out about 
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the Yukon special children’s group, and they didn’t have money for flowers, so she 

bought them all their very own flower for their prom.  This is a world changer. 

 

     So, they don’t have to do something even that big, but when you see someone 

encourage someone else, you say, “Oh, do you realize God just used you to make a 

difference?”  “Hey, when you listen to someone, do you realize that God just used you to 

make a difference in their life?”  And you expose them to the thrill of being used by God. 

 

     And suddenly, something is born within them, and there’s a hunger.  I want to know 

the same God that I’ve seen transform my parents’ lives.  And I want to represent this 

God that I experience every week in the context of the local church.  You see, I don’t just 

go to church.  I am the Church, and I’m here to meet the needs of the world, because God 

has used me to make a difference in someone else’s life, and you can’t talk me out of 

using my gifts for a higher calling. 

 

     So, rather than settling for being just well rounded, and well educated, and happy, 

we’re going to see a generation emerge that is Christ centered, biblically anchored, and 

passionate about changing the world.  And it’s going to take every single one of us, 

because our church cares about all of them, and they, our children, will be successful, 

because – you’ve got to hear me on this – they are not the Church of the future.  They are 

the Church of today.  And it’s time for us to take our roles seriously, imparting first-



 

© LifeChurch.tv 

generation faith to the next generation, believing they will do even more for the glory of 

God than we have ever done. 

 

     Father, may this be true in our church.  I pray that You would raise up leaders who 

will be father figures, and mother figures, and big brothers, and big sisters.  God, I pray 

that those who sign up to serve in LifeKIDS and SWITCH would be overflowing, and 

there would be a waiting list of those who want to serve in the church.  God, give us a 

heart for those around us in our communities, that we could be the Church to serve. 

 

     At all of our different churches, those of you who would say, “Yes, I want to be an 

outlaster.  I want to help impart my faith to the next generation,” would you lift up your 

hands right now, just all around? 

 

     God, I thank You for a church full of people that desire to share the goodness of Your 

Son.  Look at how the Lord has blessed us – that You would use us, God, to create a 

hunger in the next generation, that we would never reduce Christianity to a set of rules, 

but we would expose them to the thrill and joy of knowing You, God, through Jesus, in a 

personal way.  God, help us to make worship of You in the context of other believers a 

priority, the fellowship and the teaching of Your Word, the communion of saints in the 

presence of God as we worship You.  And Father, we pray that You would help us to 

highlight when You use someone to make a difference.  God, I pray You would make us 
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world changers, that we would be righteous, and our good works would be long 

remembered because we’re outlasters for Your glory. 

 

     As you keep praying today, without looking around, as we talk about the joy of 

knowing God personally, some of you are going to recognize, Oh, my, I don’t know that 

joy.  I don’t know, firsthand, what you’re talking about.  I’ve never experienced that. 

 

     Here’s what’s crazy.  Man, I grew up going to church every single week, and I knew 

the stories, but I did not know God personally.  Some of you are like that. 

 

     Others of you, you’re not a church person, and never have been, but there is 

something happening right now.  Something is drawing you toward God.  And I need to 

tell you that is His Holy Spirit reaching out to you, loving you. 

 

     What do you need to do?  Well, very simply, you recognize that your sin separates 

you from God.  The reality is, all of us have done things against a holy God, and that’s 

why the Good News is so good, because God sent Jesus, who was without sin, to be the 

perfect Sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins.  He died in our place.  And when you call 

on Him, you know the joy of being forgiven.  You know the joy of being made new.  You 

know the joy of being set apart, that you can know God, and hear from God, and you will 

know the joy of being used by God to make a difference in this world. 
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     And quite honestly, that’s why many of you are here today, and if you’re honest, you 

know it.  It’s time for you to surrender completely to Him and say, “I want to know You.  

I turn from my sins.  I turn towards You.  I give my whole life to You.  Today, God, I 

trust Jesus to be first in my life.  I give my life to You.” 

 

     If that’s your prayer, lift your hands high right now, all over the place, and say, “Yes, 

that’s my prayer.”  Lift your hands high, and say, “Yes, I surrender to Him.”  That’s your 

prayer – 

 

     All over the place ...  Right back over here – say, “Yes.”  Others of you who say, “I 

surrender.  Lord, I want to know You personally.  I want to give my life to You.”  Others 

who would say, “Yes, that’s my prayer.  I surrender, and make You first.”  Church 

Online, you click right below me. 

 

     I want all of you to pray, at all of our churches.  Pray aloud.  Pray, “Heavenly Father, 

change us.  Make us new.  God, I recognize my need for a Savior.  Jesus, save me, and 

forgive me.  My life is not my own.  Today I trust it to You.  Be the Lord of my life.  

Thank You for new life.  Today I give You mine.  In Jesus’ name I pray.” 

 

     All of our campuses, would you worship big, welcome those born into God’s family?  

Celebrate and give Him glory. 


