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Developing a Plan 
by Andy Stanley 

 
 
 We are finishing up the series Balanced, and during this series, I’ve gotten all 
kinds of incredible email and letters—just awesome, awesome stories. But there is one 
question that has surfaced more than any other question, and so even though it’s not 
really part of today’s message, I want to answer that before we jump into this last part. In 
fact, I’ve got to be honest—in thirteen years I’ve never heard any one question asked so 
many times. It came as a result of the series, and I’ve had people stop me in the 
community and ask me this; I’ve had people call my home and ask me this. People have 
honestly emailed. Yesterday, two people saw Sandra during our middle school event we 
are having this weekend, and they stopped her and asked her, so I thought I should 
answer that question before we move on. And the question is—what did Sandra wear to 
the Presidential Prayer Service? Now, I had a lady walk up to me yesterday in the 
community and she said . . . this is how the conversation started: 
 
 “Andy, obviously you don’t understand how women think.” I said, “True. What 
does this have to do with—where is this conversation going?” She said, “You never told 
us what Sandra wore to the . . .” I’m thinking, “Here we’ve been talking about all of these 
incredible ideas, and how to change your life financially, and the only thing anyone wants 
to know (and I think it’s primarily women, because men, you are like, ‘huh?’) is what did 
she wear?” And so I asked her to come today and model it for you. But if you know my 
wife, you know that wasn’t about to happen. So, I have to just tell you; this is great. Do 
you remember this? If you weren’t here last week, it’s like, what does this having to do 
with anything? You have to go on and listen to the whole story. She went to Dillard’s and 
found a dress and a jacket on sale for $289. And so that’s what she wore to the National 
Prayer Service. So anyway, now you can go home if that’s what you came for. You 
thought, “Is he ever going to tell us?”   
 
 OK, we’re in the last part of this series, and we’ve been talking about balance, 
right? And we said there are three physical laws of balance. We’ve been relating those to 
our financial laws of balance. And the first one is that whenever you are balancing 
something, you have to have a what—reference point. That is, in the world of finances, 
we decided the thing that we should never, ever, ever take our eye off of is where our 
money is going. All of us need some kind of system that we can use to keep an eye on 
where our money is going. We’ve just got to spy on our money. At all times—I don’t 
care if you are a Christian, non-Christian, or some other religion. It doesn’t matter. One 
of the best habits you can develop is figuring out a way to keep on where all of your 
money is going. You need to be knowing where your money is going. Then, we said the 
third law of physical balance is that you have to have a clear objective. In other words, 
what am I trying to do? I’m trying to keep this pole vertical. Whenever you are balancing, 
there is some clear objective as to what it is you are trying to do, what it is you are trying 
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to accomplish. We said in the realm of finances, our objective is to honor God—to honor 
God in our spending, our saving, our giving, and how we use our stuff. Our goal is to ask 
the question, how can I honor God? Not with a percentage of my money or my wealth. 
How do I honor God with everything? And as we begin to ask that question, that helps us 
begin to reprioritize our spending, our saving, our giving, and everything else.  
 
 And then we said, whenever you are balancing something physically, you have to 
make constant corrections. My left hand is making constant corrections. So, we said in 
the realm of finance, there are several areas where we need to make constant corrections. 
The first one we talked about was debt. We need to rethink our use of debt, make some 
corrections there.   
 
 We talked last week about spending. We need to make corrections in our 
spending. We talked about giving and generosity. We need to rethink generosity. 
 
 Those are just three of several areas where you make constant corrections. You’ve 
got to know where it’s going; you’ve got to know why you’re managing it, and then in 
light of those two things—constant correction, constant correction. 
 
 Now today, as we finish up, what I want to do is I want to give you a simple, 
simple, simple plan for your personal finances. And again, you may be a Christian; we’re 
going to look at the Bible in just a minute. We’re going to look at the Old Testament and 
New Testament. You may be just a person who believes in God—not so sure about the 
Jesus thing. You may be here today because somebody dragged you here and you’re not 
sure about any of it, and we’re thrilled that you are here, because here is some free 
financial advice, and it is great advice. We think it springs from some teaching in the 
Bible, but whether you go with us that far or not, here is great, great advice. I want to 
give you a plan—a different way of thinking about your entire financial picture, and this 
is sort of the bookends, or the context of everything else we’ve talked about so far.   
 
 Now, to get us started, there are essentially five things that you can do with your 
money. There are some more; there are subcategories of all of these, but there are 
essentially five things that you can do with money. You can spend it. We’re all pretty 
good at that. You can repay debt, depending on how you spent or misspent your money. 
Pay taxes—hopefully you are doing that. That will get you in trouble, and that impacts 
these other two if you don’t. You can save your money, and you can give your money. 
Those are basically the five things that we do with our money, and for most of us and for 
most of us, as Americans, this is our order of priority, isn’t it?   
 
 Priority number one: spend. Priority number two: pay for the things I couldn’t 
afford—that’s still spend. Priority number three: oh yeah, got to pay my taxes. If there is 
any left over, maybe I can save some, and if there’s some left over from saving, maybe 
I’ll give some to the people in my community, to my local church, to local church 
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charities—whatever it might be. These are the five things we do with our money, and 
essentially, this is the order in which we do them. This is our priority.   
 Now, let me re-go through the list one more time and kind of put a different spin 
on it. Number one: Me. Number two: Me. Number three: America. Number four: Me. 
Number five: God and others. Let me go over that again, because that was kind of 
complicated. Number one: Me. Me. America—that’s kind of “We.” Me. God and others. 
That’s our priority. 
 
 Now, the problem with this from a Christian perspective, and the problem with 
this even if you’re not a Christian, or again, you’re kind of on the margins or looking in, 
is this: essentially, this puts God and others last, which means essentially, God and others 
get the leftovers. If I haven’t spent it all, if I don’t owe it all, if the government doesn’t 
get it all, and if I don’t save it for myself later—if there is any left over, God and others, 
here’s what I want you to have. God and others get my leftovers. Now, in spite of the fact 
that most of us prioritize our money in this way, that doesn’t keep us—that doesn’t even 
cause any hesitation on our part—when we get in trouble, from going to God and saying 
God, would you help me. God, I need to pay . . . I’ve got to sell this house. God, I need a 
job. God, I need more money. God, I’ve got to get my kids through college, and God, I 
need a scholarship, and God help me, help me. And God says, help you what? Help me 
take care of me, me, me, me—and then if there’s any left over, you. But would you 
please get involved in my finances, please. I don’t know what God’s thinking, so I’m 
making this part up—but I’m thinking if he’s looking at this, he’s going, why? Because 
you pretty much shut me out. I’m like an emergency fund. I’m like, if they are passing 
the hat at the office, or here comes that offering bucket again, and I’m going to reach in 
my wallet and just put a few dollars in.  
             

Here’s the thing: we have a habit here; follow me, we have a habit here; a credit 
card company or somebody else forces us to have a system here. The government forces 
us to have a system here. Our employer forces us, in many cases, or allows us to have a 
system here. This—totally random, completely left over. Whatever I have left over, I’ll 
give, and then we say, God, would you please help me in the area of my personal 
finances? Now, here’s what we’re going to discover from Scripture today. This is sort of 
where we are going.   
 
 The way you prioritize your personal finances represents either an open door to 
your heavenly Father or a closed door. In both the Old and the New Testaments, not the 
fact that we have money to manage, but the way we (and here’s the key word today) 
prioritize our money represents an open door to God or a closed door to God. This 
priority system is a closed door—me, me, we, me, God and others. And heavenly Father, 
in light of this, please help me, bless me, give me opportunities; help me to close the sale, 
sell my house, get my kids in school. I desperately need you. I want you to be involved, 
but you need to know as you come in, you will be number five. 
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 Now, that being the case, I want to draw your attention to two passages of 
Scripture. And I want to argue as best I can for the fact that if you will begin to 
systematically change the way you prioritize the way you manage money, that if you’ll 
begin to think differently in terms of your priorities, it is actually, as we are going to see 
from the Old and New Testaments, an invitation for God to do something unusual in the 
area of your personal finances. The letters and the emails that I get over and over and 
over whenever we talk about money, and throughout the year, but specifically when we 
talk about money, are people who say this, “Andy, I don’t understand it.” And this isn’t 
just true of our church. Any pastor, any church that preaches these truths gets these kinds 
of letters and emails. Some of you could tell your own story—I know I could—that says, 
“I don’t understand it. When I began to reorder and reprioritize my personal finances 
according to what the Scripture teaches, when I finally surrendered not a percentage, but 
when I finally surrendered everything, and said, God, I want to do this in a way that 
honors you—Andy, I don’t understand it, but I have more money. We’re saving more 
money. We’re spending less money. We are more generous than we’ve ever been. I don’t 
understand how it works.”  
 

I got a letter today, excuse me, I got two letters this week from people who never, 
ever had given to a church before because they just, just had a bad attitude about it, which 
I totally understand, and they decided they were finally going to start tithing; we’re going 
to talk about that in just a minute. I’m careful about asking people to tithe; that’s a big 
jump-off. Both of these families decided they were going to tithe, and they couldn’t 
afford it, but both of them said it didn’t matter—we’re so upside down financially, we 
might as well give some away before it all just goes away. That’s what they said. It’s 
going away anyway; we might as well give some. You know what, these other four 
categories are just sucking it up—or three out of the four categories—it’s just going 
away, so we might as well give some. Both of these letters went into detail about what 
they feel like (I didn’t tell them to write this) is God’s intervention on their behalf as they 
began to reprioritize their thinking about money. Let me read you a couple of passages. 
This is found in the book of Malachi, the last book in the Old Testament; pretty easy 
book to find. Open your Bible in the middle, go left; you’ll probably find it. Or actually, 
maybe go right, depending on how many notes are in the back of your Bible. Malachi, 
Chapter three. I’m going to read you a couple of verses.   
 
 Malachi is a prophet, and he came to the nation of Israel and was speaking against 
the leadership in Israel, and essentially here’s what his message was; then I’m going to 
read a couple of verses. He said this—he said to the nation, you’re bringing all of your 
leftovers to God. Back then they had a sacrificial system where they were supposed to 
bring the best sheep and the best of their animals and the best of their produce and give 
that to God first. And he says, you are giving God your leftovers, and then there is a kind 
of funny part where he says you’re bringing sheep to God that you wouldn’t even eat 
yourself. You wouldn’t even feed it to a guest. You are taking your most scrawny, 
messed up, chased around by the dogs, got caught in the gate—you are bringing your 
lame animals and presenting those to God, and God is not honored by that. You’re 
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bringing him leftovers. And then here’s the crux of his message; here’s what I want you 
to listen for. Listen for the issue of priority. These were people who were giving, but their 
priorities were upside down. In Malachi 3:7, he says this:  
  

Verse 7: Ever since the time of your ancestors, you have turned away from my 
decrees and have not kept them. [And then God says through Malachi to the people] 
Return to me and I will return to you.” 
 
 Cause and effect. “Return to me and I will return to you.” Now this didn’t mean 
God wasn’t present. It didn’t mean God wasn’t omniscient and didn’t know what was 
going on. But in some kind of physical, tangible, relational way, God says to the nation, I 
would love to move in your direction, but I’m waiting for you to move in mine.  
            

“Return to me and I will return to you, says the Lord Almighty. ‘But you ask, 
‘How are we to return?’” [So, the people in Israel would say, return to God? What does 
that look like—what do you mean, return?] Verse 8: “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet 
you rob me. [To which they say] But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ [How do we rob 
God? How do we return to God?] V.8: “In tithes and offerings.   
 

Now let me explain tithe really quickly, and we’ll jump in at verse 9. A tithe, 
most of you probably know this, is ten percent. And Jewish people in this particular 
time—this is about 400 years before Jesus showed up—about 400 B.C., around then—in 
ancient Israel—they had to give a double tithe. They had to give on a periodic basis, 
monthly or whenever they had income. They brought ten percent of their income off of 
the top to the temple to pay for what happened in the temple and to pay the priest and to 
keep the sacrificial system going. And then some of that money went out to the 
communities for poor people. Then they had a second tithe—imagine doing this—where 
they were supposed to save up another ten percent, store it up, save it up, and then once a 
year they had a national party, and you took your ten percent and you invested it in this 
national feast that celebrated God. It was just a big party, and you saved all year ten 
percent of your income to invest in this giant national feast that celebrated God.   
 
 Then, if that wasn’t complicated enough, every third year, the money that was 
normally given for this big national party, every third year, that money was distributed to 
poor people in the community. So, you gave ten percent on an ongoing basis to the 
temple and to God and to keep the sacrificial system going; then another ten percent you 
saved up for a big party or to distribute in your community for poor people. Now, the 
communities were way, way smaller than ours, so it wasn’t as sophisticated a system as 
that would be for us. But essentially they knew, according to God’s law, they were to on 
a periodic basis be bringing ten percent or tithe to the temple to be distributed to the poor 
and to keep the priest alive and to keep the sacrificial system going. So when he says, 
you’ve been robbing me of tithes—you’ve been giving, but you’ve not been giving the 
way I’ve invited you to give—giving is no longer the priority. In that way, God says 
you’ve been robbing me.  



 

 
© 2009 North Point Ministries, Inc. 

Please refer to the license agreement for use details. 
Balanced – Part 6 Transcript 

 

6 

 
Malachi 3:9: You [talking to Israel, not to us] are under a curse—the whole nation 
of you—because you are robbing me. 

 
Now, this is in relationship to the fact that God had a deal set up with Israel, set 

up back in the time of Moses. And God said, “Look, you honor me—I’ll honor you. You 
honor me—I’ll protect you from all of your enemies. You honor me—your crops will 
grow bigger than everyone else’s. You honor me—you’ll be victorious in battle. You 
honor me—you’re going to have lots of babies. You honor me—the whole world will 
look at you and go, ‘Whoa . . . who is their God?’” At this time in their history, they had 
drifted away from honoring God. God and his law was no longer the priority. Malachi 
3:10 (Here’s the command): 
 
 Verse 10: Bring the whole tithe [not your lame leftover animals and if you’ve got 
anything leftover] into the storehouse [and look at the cause and effect—priority, 
promise] that there may be food in my house.  
 

I want you to bring the whole thing into the storehouse. That is, quit skimping off, 
quit spending it all and giving it all somewhere else and using it all up. I want you to 
bring the whole thing into me and he says, then there will be food in my house (talking 
about the temple and the sacrificial system). Middle of Malachi 3:10: 
 
 Verse 10: “Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty.  
 

Now, this is kind of tricky. Test me. Now, this isn’t test me like Jesus says don’t 
tempt the Lord your God. ‘Tempt the Lord your God’ is you come up with an idea and 
see if God will do your bidding. This is different. Malachi says look, God has promised 
that he is going to honor you if you honor him. God has promised that if you move in his 
direction, he’ll move in yours. God has promised that if you will prioritize his kingdom 
and prioritize his deal, he will take care of you. Now he says to the nation, you haven’t 
been doing that. God says test me, try me, I dare you. I double dog, double sheep, camel, 
whatever they did back then, I dare you to make me first and then watch and see what I’ll 
do. Because by prioritizing me financially, that lets me know . . . God would see where 
your heart is. And when I’ve got your heart, I am moving in your direction and I am 
moving on your behalf. Now, when we hear this—this is all about somebody wants my 
money, somebody wants my money.  

 
God says to the nation, and Jesus says—as we’ll see in just a minute, this isn’t 

about getting your money. This is about getting your heart. This is about getting your 
devotion. God says, I want to be number one, and God knows you and God knows me, 
and he knows this: when I’m number one in the realm of your finances, I’m number one 
in your life, because your heart follows your money. Your heart and your affection follow 
the money trail. If I want to know what you’re in love with, I just look at where you’re 
spending your money. If I want to know what you’re most concerned about, I just look at 
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where your money is going. The same is true for me. So, God says to the nation, I want 
you to move in my direction. How do we do that? I want you to put me first financially. 
God says, I want to bless you and I want to come on strong on your behalf. How do we 
get you to do that? I want you to prioritize me in the realm of finances. It is not about 
money. It is about priority. God says, I don’t want to be number five or number seven on 
your list. And what an insult to me to make me fifth or seventh or tenth on the list and 
then have the nerve to get on your knees or lie in bed at night and say, “Oh, God, help 
me, help me, help me, help me. Move in my direction.” And God says, “Why don’t you 
move in mine?” That’s just too hard.  
 

Verse 10: Test me in this,” says the Lord God Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there 
will not be room enough to store it. 

 
 That’s his promise to Israel. He says, Test me. Put me first. Move in my direction, 
and then watch and see what I do. That is a promise to the nation of Israel. That’s not a 
promise to the United States of America; that’s not a direct promise to you and to me. But 
it reflects a principal that you see throughout the Scripture . . . that in any area of our lives 
where we put God first—especially when it costs us—God, it seems, says, look, now you 
have thrown open the door and you have invited me in to that area of your life. Some of 
you experienced this is raising your kids; you’ve just done it all wrong, and you’ve just 
exasperated them, and you’ve gotten them mad, and you’re mad at them, and there’s all 
this tension, and you finally say, God, I throw up my hands. Just show me how to do this 
and I’ll do whatever you say. You see things get better. 
 
 You’ve seen this in your marriage. You’ve seen this in other areas of your life. 
You’ve done it your way; you’ve done it your way; it’s been you—top four, God—
number five, God—number seven. Maybe in your dating relationships—whatever—when 
you finally threw up your hands and said, OK, I’m going to do this your way—it’s as if 
God moved in your direction. The preeminent illustration, the epicenter of what happens 
in terms of your heart happens in the area of your money and my money. It’s not about 
money. It’s about heart—it’s about priority. It’s about throwing the door open to God or 
closing the door on God and at the same time saying, I’m closing the door by putting you 
last; would you please come in and do something in this area of my life?   
 
 Now, as you read the New Testament, nothing could be clearer than the fact that 
God wants to move in a severe and tangible way in your direction. He made the first 
move by sending his Son. That took care of our eternity. He sent his Son as a model and a 
directive of how to live; he sent his Son as an illustration of God’s grace and mercy, and 
now the question is will we throw open the door of our lives and make him a priority? 
The preeminent area that tells more about us than any other is the area of our finances, 
because it tends to be the area where we measure and rate our personal security. 
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 Now listen to what Jesus said. This is in Matthew, Chapter 6. We have already 
looked at all of these verses. This is a repeat, but I want you to listen to these verses again 
now with the idea of priority in mind. This reflects what Malachi said over 400 years 
before Jesus said these words. Matthew 6:24. 
 
 Verse 24: “No one can serve two masters. 
 

In other words, there is only one number one. No one can serve two masters. 
There is only one number one. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. God says, you know what, either I’m going 
to be number one on the list, or you’re going to be number one on the list, but he even 
makes it more specific. You cannot serve both God and money. The competition isn’t 
between God and the devil. The competition is between God and money. God says, look, 
either you’re going to be at the top of your list as it relates to personal finances, or I’m 
going to be at the top. I’m going to be at the top and you’re going to be on the bottom, or 
you’re going to be on the top and I’m going to be on the bottom. Now, practically 
speaking, isn’t that kind of how it looks sometimes, and yet many of us want to serve 
God. And we pray and devote and raise both hands or one hand or get the CD, and we’re 
starting to read our Bibles for the first time. But still there’s this sense in which God is 
number five, but we’d like him to move in our direction. And Jesus says there’s a 
conflict, and for me to be the master and the ruler of your life, you’ve got to put me first 
in the arena of your personal finances. Not just your prayer life. That’s kind of easy. Not 
just in terms of a little extra time here and there of service. That’s less easy, but that’s not 
the issue. It’s God and money. Let’s skip down to verse 31. This is part of the same 
conversation. Matthew 6:31. 
 
 Verse 31: So don’t worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 
 

Let me read that a different way. What shall me eat? Just take the “w” and turn it 
upside down, that’s the real issue there. What shall me eat? Me, me, me, me, me. I’m 
worried about number one; that’s why I’m number one. What shall we or me drink? 
That’s why I put me at the top of my list, because I am so worried about me. What shall 
we/me wear? That’s why I’m number one. I’m worried about what I’m going to wear. 
Jesus says, you’re so worried about this stuff. You’re so worried about it, that you’ve put 
you at the top of the list and me at the bottom. He’s going, Look, people who don’t even 
believe in me have that priority list.  

 
Verse 32: “For the pagans run after all these things, [People who don’t even 
believe in God prioritize their life that way.] and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them.”  

 
Here’s a verse you’ve heard a thousand times, but this is a verse that is tacked on to the 
end of a conversation about stuff and money.  
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Verse 33: “But seek [What’s the word? What’s the word?] first my kingdom and 
my righteousness.”  

 
This isn’t me talking. This is Jesus making a promise. “Seek first my kingdom and my 
righteousness and all these other things will be added or given to you.” In other words, he 
says this: Here’s what I want you to do; I want you to turn the list upside down. I want 
you to put me and others first. I want you to seek me first. And he says, if you seek me 
first, now you have thrown the door wide open and you have invited me in at the core of 
your life, your money, your stuff, your security, your future, your “what’s going to 
happen to me.” I want you to seek me first and my kingdom and all this other stuff that 
you prioritized because you were so worried about it—all of this other stuff—I’m going 
to provide that for you anyway. Seek first my kingdom, and all of these other things will 
be given or added to you.  
 

I’m just telling you. This isn’t about how to get rich. The good news is, most of 
you were already rich. You were already eating and living indoors and have money in the 
bank and you’re not worried about what you’re going to eat after church today. You were 
already rich compared to most people in the world. This isn’t about getting rich. This is 
about reprioritizing and the sense of peace that comes with knowing that God has invaded 
this area of your life because you have thrown the door wide open. You give, save, pay 
taxes, repay debt, and live on what’s leftover.   
 
 Now here’s what’s great about the United States of America. If you do this 
correctly and you do this correctly, what happens to these? Not a trick question. If you do 
this correctly and you take advantage of some financial tools here, what happens to these, 
do they go up or down? They go down. You’ve got to love this country. If you do this 
correctly and do this correctly, these go down. You do it the other way, they keep going 
up. And you say, I don’t have any more to save, and I don’t have any more to give.   
 
 Now, let me make this even simpler for you. Here’s the system I would love for 
you to learn to live with. It’s just very simple. It’s give, save, live. Give, save, live. 
Would you say that with me? Give, save, live. One more time—give, save, live. When 
you get paid, you invest in God’s kingdom first; then when you get paid, you invest in 
your kingdom second; that’s your future. I’m not talking about your 401K; that just 
disappears. That happens without you making any decisions. You need to save money. 
You invest in God’s kingdom first, your future kingdom later, and decide, we’re going to 
live on the rest. Give, save, live on the rest. This is how you throw open the door to 
God’s involvement in your financial future, and I’m telling you, the letters and the stories 
and the emails, they go on and on and on. Rich people, poor people, and everybody in- 
between, this is the key to financial success. This is the key to true financial freedom. 
This is the key to financial peace. It’s not about giving money to somebody or to the 
church. This isn’t a ploy; this isn’t leverage. As I’ve said before, if you don’t believe me, 
and if you think this is all about getting more money for the church, I challenge you; I 
dare you.  
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I’m going to take the excuse away. Don’t give it here. But I dare you to make this 
the priority, and you will come back and say, I don’t understand it, I can’t explain it, but 
something happened in my heart; something happened in my family; something 
happened in my finances. I can’t really explain it on paper, but something is different, 
and it’s because you reprioritized your entire financial system. Now, give, save, live on 
the rest. Give, save, spend. As you think this way, you’ve got to—and we talked about 
this a couple of weeks ago—you’ve got to think in terms of percentages. You’ve got to 
think in terms of percentages. Now, here’s what I know about everybody in the room, 
OK. Two things. Number one: all of you are living on a percentage of your income. 
Right? We’re going, “huh?” That’s pretty insightful of me, huh? All of you are living on 
a percentage of your income. That’s what I know about you. Here’s the other thing I 
know about you: you probably don’t know what this is. You’ve probably never thought, 
what percentage of my income do I live on? It’s just all gone—I think 100 percent? And 
if you’ve got credit card debt, 105 percent to 110 percent. If you’ve got a car payment, 
Gee, I think I live on 130 percent of my income; that’s amazing. I should do a seminar, 
“How to live on 120 . . .” Here’s the deal. All of us live on a percentage of our income. 
When you go to this system, I challenge you to figure out what percentage you live on. 
You should know that. 
 
 Now listen, if you don’t choose the percentage of your income you live on, 
someone else will choose it for you. Between your spending habits, your debt, and the 
United States of America, someone else will choose what percentage of your income you 
live on. You need to get in control, and you need to make that decision. You need to sit 
down and say, OK, what percentage of my income do I need to live on? Because when 
you begin thinking percentages—not dollars—percentages, and you flip your chart and 
begin to give first (a percentage), save second (a percentage), and live on the rest, 
everything gets clearer, and everything begins to make more sense, and it’s far easier to 
plan. Throughout the Scripture, the Bible talks in terms of percentages, not dollars. God 
is not impressed with dollars. In fact, there is a very cool story in Mark when Jesus is at 
the temple. You may have heard this story when you were growing up.  
 

This is like a famous Bible story that they would teach to children. Jesus is at the 
temple with his guys, and they are kind of standing off to the side, watching people give 
money. And they have a big bucket—way bigger than ours—like a metal bucket, and you 
could hear the money going in and making all kinds of noise and rattling around and 
clanging—copper coins, and silver coins, and every once in a while a gold coin—and 
they are watching these people drop their money in. Shuffling along all by herself is a 
little widow woman with her head down. She is not making eye contact with anybody, 
and she reaches up and drops her money, and you’d have to be listening really hard to 
hear anything hit the bottom of the metal bucket. As she walks by, Jesus says, Guys, 
guys, guys, did you see that? What? The lady there with the gray on top of her head and 
sort of shuffling . . . They were like, where? Right there. She just moved past. Did you 
see that? They were like, see what? And he said, That was amazing. They are like, they 
are looking at all of the royalty and all of the pomp and circumstance of the giving 
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moment at the temple, and Jesus said that was absolutely incredible. And here’s what he 
said: Mark 12:43. 
 

Verse 43: Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than all of the others.” 

 
 And the guys with Jesus were going, Jesus, I didn’t even hear anything go in. Two 
guys ahead of her were like clank, clank, clank, and they shook it up and it was like 
everybody clapped. Jesus was going, I’m telling you, that lady, she gave more than all of 
the rest. Now, Jesus, how do you figure she gave more than all of the rest? They gave out 
of their wealth, their extra, but she out of her poverty—put in everything, all she had to 
live on. God—and if you go with the whole Jesus program, and Jesus, your Savior—
looks at percentages, not dollar amounts. That’s why you’ve got to shift your thinking in 
terms of saving and giving and living in terms of percentages. You need to discover what 
percentage you live on and then make a decision. You need to put percentages on all of 
those things and adjust everything accordingly. When our kids were growing up—this 
was so important to me because again, I was raised this way. Not necessarily on these 
terms, but it just was so helpful to move into adulthood with good financial habits. So, 
when our kids were—in fact, I was going to say when they were old enough—I think we 
started before they were old enough, but that was a parenting issue, not a kid issue. I 
wanted them to learn this, so I got all of our kids three jars. I got on the computer and 
labeled each jar “Giving,” “Saving,” “Spending.” So, they each had three jars. We began 
to give them their allowance; I know some parents don’t believe in allowance and I’m not 
. . . That’s just what we did because I grew up on an allowance.  
 

We gave them an allowance, and we would split it up in coin and dollar amounts 
so that they could think in terms of percentage. And they literally put a percentage in the 
giving, a percentage in saving, and the rest in spending. I said, if you do this for the rest 
of your life, you probably won’t ever have financial trouble. If you give first, if you save 
second, and if you decide, I’m going to live on whatever is left over, and we talked about 
percentages. And they saw that the giving jar would go up and get empty, and go up and 
get empty. The saving jar just goes up, up, up, and the living jar, up and down. Then as 
they got older, we went to an envelope system; did the same thing with envelopes. You 
give first, you save second, you live on the rest, and you think in terms of percentages. 
And that way, you prioritize God and others over yourself. When you prioritize (and if 
you are a Christian, you know this), when you prioritize God and others over yourself, 
you are acting like your Father in heaven. You are an ambassador. You are a 
representative. You are a good child; you are a good steward. And Jesus said, Look, if 
you seek me first, all of that other stuff you are worried about—I know that you need 
that. I’m not glorified and honored if you go hungry. I’m not honored if you don’t have 
the right thing to wear. There is nothing honoring about poverty for poverty’s sake. I 
know that you need those things, but I want you to live in a way that throws open the 
door—invites me in—I’m not fifth on the list. But you are always asking for stuff; I want 
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to be first, and it is not about money. It is all about priorities. It’s all about making me 
first in your life.   
 
 Now, I want you to go home and think that way. I want you to go home and have 
a conversation. I want you to go home and get out Quicken or whatever it is that you use 
to do your finances, and I want you to . . . this will be kind of difficult. Figure out what 
would it look like to give first, to save second, and to live on the rest. And here’s what 
will happen: you may not be able to live the lifestyle you are currently living. That’s OK, 
because the lifestyle you are currently living for many of you is killing you. It is so 
stressful. You’ve got stuff you don’t even want anymore. And if you will begin working 
toward give, save, live—God’s kingdom first, God and others first, my future kingdom 
later. And then I’m going to spend whatever is left over—live on whatever is left over. 
Something will begin to happen in your heart, and if you don’t trust me, don’t give it 
here. But I challenge you to flip your list and give, and put God and others first. Put your 
future second, and then adjust your lifestyle so that you live on the rest. This will impact 
every single arena of your financial life.   
 
 Now, listen, can you—you probably can’t—can you even imagine what would 
happen if all of us did this? Yesterday I was sitting around and thinking about today, and 
I thought, imagine if all three of our campuses did this; in fact, I sat down and figured it 
up. If we all just got out of credit card debt (keep your ridiculous car if you want, and 
your mortgage—can’t do much about that right now), but if we just decided we’re going 
to get out of credit card debt—the average American household spends about $1500 a 
year in credit card interest. If just our three campuses (and this is a conservative number; 
I got the real number and I chopped it down so you don’t think I’m exaggerating), if just 
our three campuses got out of credit card debt, and we pooled our credit card debt 
interest, it would amount to about $30 million. Imagine what we could do with $30 
million extra dollars in our community, in our country, in our world. Thirty million 
dollars we—not all the other churches—not all the other Christians in the state of 
Georgia—just us. Thirty million dollars would be freed up for kingdom work if we would 
just do this . . . be more responsible with the way we managed our credit cards, and 
decide we’re going to put God first.  
 

I’m telling you this—when this is number one: something happens here. When 
this is number one; you see this differently. When this is number one, you go to Dillard’s 
instead of some other places. When this is number one, those decisions are just easier to 
make. Thirty million—maybe more—we are spending in credit card interest. I’m not 
against using credit cards. I’m glad those institutions exist; they are wonderful. They help 
us to do things quicker. I just don’t want you paying more for stuff than it’s worth, and 
you don’t want that either. So, imagine what would happen. It’s not just about you. It’s 
about our Christian community and our churches. It’s about the Christian community in 
this country at a time when things are so difficult and so upside down. What if we led the 
way and said, you know what, we’ve made our minds up. We are not going to be slaves 
of bad financial decisions anymore. My family is not going to be a slave; this isn’t going 
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to be the legacy I pass on to my kids or grandkids. I am flipping the list; I am going to 
give to God and others first. I am going to put my future second; I’m going to put me last.  
 

I’m going to invite God in to do whatever he wants to in the realm of my personal 
finances. Imagine if we did that, what could happen in our communities, what it would 
look like. You are saying, this is the worst time in my financial history to be talking about 
this. Of course it is, but you know what, finally, God has our undivided attention, right? 
Did you know that church attendance all over America is up and giving is down? You 
know why? Because all of a sudden, even though our list is completely upside down, 
we’re not shy about asking God for help, even though we’ve done nothing on his behalf, 
right? I mean, we have no problem saying, God I’m inviting you in, I’m inviting you in. 
And if the Scripture is correct, and I’m all for the Old and New Testaments, God says, 
OK, I’d like to come in. I’d like to get involved; maybe I’d like to get involved in the 
United States of America. But you are going to have to flip your list, because this is how 
you throw open the door to me to get involved. It’s not intuitive, but it says this—you 
trust me, I’ll take care of you. You trust you—you take care of you.   
 
 So here’s my question: would you be willing to go home and wrestle through 
what’s happened in your realm of personal finances and work your way to this? I know 
this isn’t a quick decision; I know this isn’t an easy decision, but you can work your way 
there. And if you do, if you do, if you do, you will be seeking first the kingdom of God in 
the most difficult area of all to seek first the kingdom of God. And if you seek first the 
kingdom of God in this area, all those other things will be added unto you. And you will 
have more peace, you will have more margin, you will have a better story, and ultimately, 
you will have a richer life, because you can lie in bed at night and know that your 
heavenly Father is looking after and taking care of you. Keep an eye on where the money 
is going; make up your mind to honor God; make whatever course corrections and 
corrections you need to make. Flip your list; give, save, and then let’s all just live on the 
rest. 
 
 At this time we want to give you a couple of minutes just to think about what 
you’ve heard; think about what you have heard throughout this series. I’m going to invite 
the band to come out. I just want you to spend a few minutes and just reflect. Listen to 
this song, and then as you leave here, more than ever before, I pray that you will leave 
here and do something with what you have heard. 
 
  


