
MY STORY—3 
I DECIDED TO STAY 

 
One day—you’re going to tell a story about this season in life. 

Hopefully—you’ll tell a story that you’re proud to tell. Some won’t. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• THE DECISIONS WE MAKE TODAY DETERMINE THE 
STORIES WE’LL TELL TOMORROW. 

 
• SOMETIMES THE BEST DECISION YOU CAN MAKE IS 

TO STAY WHEN IT WOULD BE EASIER TO GO. 
 

Quit FUMC—Single Truth 4 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
How do we live the story want to tell? 

 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith… 
Heb 12:2 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I DECIDED TO 
 

• START 
• STOP 
• STAY  Sometimes it’s the right thing to quit. 
• GO 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Most difficult: Not 4 now. Conflict—easier to run. Stay—easier leave. 
 

Ex from OT story about a mother-in-law & daughter-in-laws. 
Naomi amazing woman who lost who husband… Ruth—d-in-law. 

 
Both Naomi’s sons died. Go back ur families. Obvious. Easy. Logical. 

Find another husband. 
  

Other daughter-in-law (Orpah) decided to leave… Made total sense. 
Easier, more convenient, the path of least resistance. 

15 "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-law is going back to her people 
and her gods. Go back with her." 16 But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me 
to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and 
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your 
God my God. Ruth 1:15-16 
 

Ruth go to work in fields—Lower than slave. Abuse, rape. Beggar. 
 

Boaz—treated her with kindness. Protected her. Why? 
He had heard her story! 

 
11 Boaz replied, "I've been told all about what you have done for your 
mother-in-law since the death of your husband — how you left your 
father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people 
you did not know before. 12 May the Lord repay you for what you 
have done..." Ruth 2:11-12 
 

Marrying Boaz—extravagant blessings of God—stay rather than go. 
Didn’t stay because she might be blessed—stayed because right thing. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
WHAT DOES GOD WANT YOU TO WANT? 
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
WHERE DOES GOD WANT YOU TO STAY?  
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 
 

Tennis  
Video Teaching 
Stay with DLT 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



What story do you want to tell? 
 

College 
God 

Church 
Friendship 

 
Dream 

Marriage  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Not my intention to make anyone feel guilty… 
Not stay where there’s abuse—punching bag. 

 
Marriage—What story do you want to tell? 

 
Dad found someone younger… 

My cute trainer at the gym gave me more compliments 
 

Adultery is grounds for divorce—also grounds for forgiveness. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Gal 6:9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra 
 
58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 1 Cor 15:58 
 
13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 
2 Thess 3:13 
 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. Heb 12:2-3 
 
Gomer and Hosea 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Talk to you about starting life-altering disciplines and habits. 
 

Not talking about following your dreams—Starting business,  
Writing book, Launching a ministry—week 4 under GO 

 
Small disciplines that lead to big life changes. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jonathan—stand by David 
 
The Lord is with you when you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake 
him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long time Israel was without the true God, without a priest to teach and 
without the law. 4 But in their distress they turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he 
was found by them. 5 In those days it was not safe to travel about, for all the inhabitants of the lands were 
in great turmoil. 6 One nation was being crushed by another and one city by another, because God was 
troubling them with every kind of distress. 7 But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work 
will be rewarded." 2 Chron 15:2-7 
 
"I am William Wallace. And I see a whole army of my countrymen, here in defiance 
of tyranny! You have come to fight as free men. And free man you are! What will 
you do without freedom? Will you fight?" "Two thousand against ten?" - the veteran 
shouted. "No! We will run - and live!" "Yes!" Wallace shouted back. "Fight and you 
may die. Run and you will live at least awhile. And dying in your bed many years 
from now, would you be willing to trade all the days from this day to that for one 
chance, just one chance, to come back here as young men and tell our enemies that 
they may take our lives but they will never take our freedom!" 
 
Successful people don’t make a few big decisions…Hundreds small… 
 

Big: Marriage, ministry, business. Smaller: Friendship, sport, project. 
 


