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               "My Story"
               Sermon 3
               Craig Groeschel

               (Introduction video: elderly woman sitting at an old fashioned

               typewriter, typing......)

               "One day, maybe years from now, you're going to tell a story

               about this season in life.  Maybe you'll tell a story you are

               proud of, maybe you won't because sometimes, you have to keep

               going when you'd rather give up.  Sometimes, you have to stay

               when you'd rather leave.  My story -- I decided to stay."

                         CRAIG GROESCHEL:  Well, I'm so glad to have all of

               you here with us at all of our LIFE church locations, all of

               our network churches, and those of you logging on from places

               all over the world at church online.

                         Today, we're in the third week of a four-week

               message series called "My Story".  If you missed the last few

               weeks, let me catch you up.

                         All of us tell stories and a key thought for this

               message series, if you're taking notes which is very important

               for us to realize, is that the decisions that we make today,

               determine the stories that we'll tell tomorrow.  Let's all say

               that aloud together, all of our different churches, everybody

               together.  "The decisions that we make today will determine

               the stories that we tell tomorrow."

                         The reality is that 5 years from now or so, you'll

               look back and you'll tell a story about this season of your
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               life.  And the good news is a lot of, you'll tell a story that

               you're proud of.  "Hey, a few years ago, let me tell you what

               happened and what I did."  The bad news is that some of us

               will look back to this season of our lives and we won't be

               proud of our story.  The decisions we make today determine the

               stories we tell tomorrow.

                         Now, the reality is that for many of us, during this

               season of life, we're going to run up against an obstacle or a

               challenge.  Maybe it's a job that you don't think you can

               endure another day, maybe it's a relationship that turns south

               and you think, "Hey, maybe it's not even worth staying in this

               relationship."  Maybe it's a dream or a vision, something that

               you're trying to accomplish, and you think, "This is never

               going to happen."  And you're going to make a decision, do I

               stay the course or do I walk away?

                         And beyond a shadow of a doubt, we need to

               acknowledge that there are times to walk away.  There are

               times in our lives where we need to let a chapter end and

               start a new chapter.  But a very important thought, if you're

               taking notes, is this today.  Sometimes, the best decision you

               can make is to stay when it would be easier to go.  Sometimes,

               the best decision you can make is to stay the course when it

               would be easier to walk away.

                         I'll give an example.  I was young when I was



               serving in my very first church ministry role.  I was a
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               business major in college when I became a christian.  And

               thankfully, a church brought me on.  But I had no ministry

               preparation at whatsoever.  So, I messed up over and over and

               over again as a young pastor.  My role was to help minister to

               single adults at this church, and I had the fastest growing

               singles ministry around.  The problem is, I was growing mine

               backwards.

                         It started relatively big with around a hundred

               people or so.  And in only four short weeks, I grew that baby

               down to only four people showed up one Friday night, me, Amy

               and two people who were single for a reason, and had nothing

               else to do with their lives whatsoever but come to that

               meeting.

                         And suddenly the board of the church was looking at

               me, making all these mistakes, and thinking maybe this

               Groeschel kid's not the right guy for the job.  And one of the

               board members took me aside and said, "Hey, we've been talking

               and we really don't think this is for you.  And so you can go

               ahead and resign and do it the easy way, or we can help show

               you God's will for your life to set your future free."  And

               you know, suddenly, I was blind sided and devastated beyond

               words that the board at our church was talking and saying I'm

               probably not the right guy for this.

                         And so, I went home to Amy and just couldn't contain



               the emotion and I cried and cried and cried and cried, and I
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               thought this was what I was supposed to do with my life, and I

               thought maybe it's not, maybe I missed it, maybe I just need

               to go and find a job in a different field and maybe I should

               just quit.

                         Well, thankfully, between the counsel of Amy and my

               pastor, Nick Harris, my pastor took me aside and he said, "I

               understand the board is -- they've got some good points but I

               see potential greatness in you."  And he said, "The more God

               wants to use you, the more likely you'll be tempted to quit."

               And he said, "Don't quit, stay the course."  And I was so

               tempted to walk away, and I'm so thankful that with good

               counsel, I didn't.  And I decided to stay in ministry when it

               would have been easier to walk away.

                         I can promise you that many of you in this season of

               your life, you're going to have to make a similar decision.

               For some, it will be later on in life.  And the big question

               we're trying to answer in this series of messages, "how do we

               live a story worth telling?  How do we live our lives today so

               that we can tell the story tomorrow that God wants us to

               tell?"

                         And the answer is found in a great little verse in

               Hebrew, chapter 12, verse 2 when the writer to the Hebrews

               said, "Let us fix our eyes" where?  Everybody, Let's all say



               this aloud together.  "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus," not fix

               our eyes on the situation, not on the options.  But instead,
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               fix our eyes, fix our thoughts, fix our minds on Jesus.

                         And who is Jesus?  Everybody say it aloud, "Let us

               fix our eyes on Jesus."  The what?  The author and the what

               else?  And the perfector of our faith.

                         How do we live a story worth telling?  Well, we fix

               our thoughts and our hearts on Jesus, the son of God, who then

               is the author, who helps us live the story that he wants us to

               tell.

                         In this series, we are making four decisions.  Week

               one, I decided to start.  We're starting disciplines that will

               help us live the story God wants us to tell.

                         Week two, I decided to stop anything that is

               hindering me from living the story that God wants me to tell.

                         Week three, I decided to stay when it was easier to

               go.

                         Next week, we're going to talk about, "I decided to

               go when it was easier to stay."  Because every single one of

               you, to live out your full potential, there's going to come a

               time when you're going to have to step out of your comfort

               zone, walk away from what is know, take a step of faith and

               go, when it is much more tempting to play it safe and to stay.

                         Today though, I want to talk about when it's right

               to actually stay, rather than to walk away.  And again, the



               reality for a lot of you, right now, you're facing something

               in your life where you're going to have to make the decision.
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               Do I stay the course or do I walk away because it seems much

               easier.

                         Now of the four decisions, I just want to say that,

               for a lot of you, this will be the most important and most

               difficult that you ever make.  Some of you, you're going to

               listen on go, "okay, I don't really have any decisions like

               that today."  And that's fair enough.  But one day, you will,

               I promise you.  It may be tomorrow, it may be next week, it

               may be next month, it may be year.  But at some point, you're

               going to hit an obstacle, and you don't want to stay in there.

               And I'm going to ask you to keep your eyes on Jesus, and ask

               yourself, "What story do you want to tell?"

                         And many of you are going to realize the right thing

               to do is to stay when it would be easier to go.  There's a

               tremendous example of this in the old testament in a story

               about any Naomi and and her two daughters-in-law.  You can

               read the story in the book of Ruth.

                         Naomi was the mother-in-law; she had two

               daughters-in-law, Ruth and Orpah.  Now, just a side note, this

               is kind of fun.  Oprah was actually named after Orpah; that's

               a true story.  When they were writing the birth certificate,

               someone spelled Orpah and wrote Oprah, which is just an



               amazing blessing because I could not be a fan of the Orpah

               Show.  It just doesn't sound right.

                         And so anyway, unfortunately, Naomi's husband died
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               and then tragically, her two sons died.  And so, that left

               Naomi, Orpah and Ruth without a husband.  And in society,

               during that time, this was a tragedy because they couldn't go

               to Starbucks and get a job.  They were almost unemployable,

               and they didn't have a man to take care of them.  And so, it

               would reduce them almost to the status of beggars or a little

               bit lower than slaves.

                         And so, Naomi, the mother-in law, said to the

               daughters-in-law, "Hey, go back home; it's easier there.

               Maybe God will provide a husband for you there.  Go back

               home."  And Orpah did that, no shame in it.  That was the easy

               thing to do, that was the logical thing to do, made sense.

                         But Ruth decided to do something very different.

               She decided to stay when it would have been much, much easier

               for her to go.  And Naomi tried to talk her out of it, again,

               very graciously.  In Ruth 1:15 and 16, Naomi said, "Look, your

               sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods, go

               back with her."

                         Verse 16, but Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave

               you or turn back from you."  Now, here's the great verse that

               a lot of people use at their weddings, which has always been

               funny to me because this is actually two women talking to each



               other, but nevertheless, you love to use it at your weddings.

               So, I'll quote it, but I'm laughing the whole time.  Okay?

               Anyway, what she says is, "Where you go, I will go.  Where you
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               stay," somebody help me out, "I will stay."  Even though it

               would be easier to go, she says ,"I will stay.  Your people

               will be my people and -- watch this -- "your God will be my

               god."  She decides, you know what, we're family.  I'm choosing

               your god, the one true god.  I'm committing to him and I'm

               committing to you.  Even though it makes sense to go, I'm

               going to decide to stay.

                         And that decision, I can't tell you how costly it

               was for Ruth because she became a little lower than a slave;

               she was a beggar.

                         And, she would go in the fields.  There was this

               rich guy, Boaz, an incredible guy, owned these fields.  And

               she'd go and kind of pick up food after the workers had kind

               of picked it up.  If they left any, she got to eat and if they

               didn't, she didn't get to eat.  And Boaz, this amazing guy,

               heard about her and for some reason, had compassion on her.

               He said, "Hey, give her some extra food."  He said to the guys

               working in the field, "Don't you lay a hand on her."  Because

               he knew that if there was a woman of her statute out there,

               that they'd take physical advantage of her and that was just

               kind of the cost of doing business.



                         And So, he said, "Don't touch her."  And it raises

               the question, why would this rich land owner show compassion

               on this no-name girl?

                         And the answer is because he had heard her story.
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               He had heard how she stayed with Naomi when it would have been

               easier for her to go.  And watch his response.

                         In verse 11 of Ruth 2:11 and 12, Boaz replied, he

               basically said, "I've heard your story.  I've been told all

               about what you've done for your mother-in-law since the death

               of your husband, how you left your father and mother and your

               homeland to come and live with a people that you did not know

               before.  You stayed with your mother-in-law."

                         And then he says this.  He pronounces a blessing and

               he says, "May the lord repay you for what you have done."  He

               pronounces a blessing.  And neither one of them realize how

               big this blessing would be.  Because, through a series of

               unusual events, Boaz ended up marrying Ruth and suddenly this

               girl, who had no future whatsoever, in making this faithful

               decision, now she's one of two women who had books of the

               bible named after her.  And if you trace the lineage of Jesus,

               you will see that he came from her bloodline.

                         Her total life is changed.  Why?  Because she

               decided to stay when it would have been easier to go.

                         Now, don't miss the power of this.  She didn't stay,

               hoping God would bless her.  She stayed because she believed



               it was right, and God blessed her because she did what was

               right.

                         All of us, at some point in our lives, we're going

               to come to a crossroad, and we're going to have to make a
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               decision, "should I stay the course when it would be easier to

               walk away."  The big question we've been asking in this series

               of messages, and I want to ask it again and have you think

               about it, should be a relatively easy question to answer.  And

               that is this question for you to ponder in the beginning of a

               new year.

                         The question is this.  "What does God want you to

               want?"  You should be able to answer that when you look at

               your life.  There's something in your life that's not where it

               could be, should be, where God would want it to be.  What does

               God want you to want?

                         It might be he wants you to spend more time with

               your family, or to help develop them spiritually, or to maybe

               develop yourself spiritually because you're not really growing

               as a follower of Jesus.  Or for some of you, it maybe to stop

               pursuing your own dreams and surrender something to God.  Or

               it may be to stop living for things that don't matter.  It

               might be to spend more time at home.

                         Whatever it is, what does God want you to want?  In

               light of what God wants you to want, here's the application



               question.  In light of what God wants you to want, where does

               God want you to stay?  Where does God want you to stay the

               course so that you can live the story that God wants you to

               tell.  When does God want you to stay the course when it would

               be easier to walk away?
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                         Let me tell you a couple of stories from my own

               life, and then I'm going to toss it to you and see where you

               might be called to stay when it would be easier to go.  First

               story, I didn't start playing tennis until I was a freshman in

               high school, only because I got injured playing baseball and

               so I just tried it for a semester.

                         Well, I ended up barely making the team and I played

               tennis and football through high school.  And my senior year,

               I was playing in the semi finals of the state championship

               against a guy who was undefeated.  And a college scout from

               one of the top N.A.I.A. ranked schools in the country came out

               to watch my opponent play because he was favored to win the

               tournament.

                         And low and behold, I played out of my brains and

               wiped the court up with this guy, smeared him.  I walked off

               the court.  The coach, the recruiter walked past him, walked

               up to me and offered me a four-year full scholarship to this

               awesome university.  Then he left, I went and played in the

               finals against a guy that I'd beaten two weeks before, and he

               wiped the court up with me; I played the worst match ever.



                         The moral of the story is the recruiter should have

               stayed, but instead he left.  And what he ended up doing is he

               recruited a guy, me, who was totally unqualified to play for

               this school.  My next year, I got there all excited and I was

               totally outclassed.  I was the only American on an all
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               Australian team.  And God is my witness, the only reason they

               kept me is because I had the only car; I was the

               transportation.

                         We were ranked probably three, maybe four in the

               country during the year.  I was the sixth guy on the team; I

               was the last player.  All my teammates, they were like midway

               through, 16 and 0 was their record, 15 and 1, 14 and 2.

               Here's Groeschel, 2 and 14.  I had only won two matches and

               one of them, the guy didn't even show up; it was a default.

               I'm embarrassed, I'm devastated, I'm getting beat up all the

               time.

                         And so, we played another match, all five of my

               teammates won easily, and I lost.  Not only did I lose, I

               loathes 6-0, 6-0.  I wasn't a christian so what I did is --

               I'm not proud of it -- but I took my rackets afterwards, I

               smashed them.  And then I let out a stream of cuss words that

               would have made a sailor proud and I declared to everybody

               within earshot, "I quit."  I walked by my coach and said, "I'm

               done, replace me."  And I went up to my dorm room; I couldn't



               take it anymore.  I was humiliated.

                         Well, one of my fraternity brothers called my high

               school tennis coach who lived about 90 minutes away and told

               him what happened.  And this stud of a person got in his car

               without me knowing, drove an hour and a half, came to my

               dorm room -- I'm still in there stewing.  You know, I'm
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               done -- knocks on the door, I open the door and there's my

               high school tennis coach.  And he runs in, and he goes,

               "Groeschel, you are not a quitter; you are not a quitter; you

               are not a quitter.  I forbid you to quit.  I didn't invest my

               time in you for you to quit.  You are not a quitter; you're a

               finisher.  You get your butt back out there.  You apologize,

               and you finish what we started.  Do you understand?"

                         I was like, "yes, sir."  And I did exactly what he

               told me to do, I went back out and told my coach, "I'm an

               idiot, I'm sorry.  If you'll give me a chance, I'll work

               harder than anybody on the team."  And the powerful part of

               story is not that -- this is true -- it's not that two years

               later, I actually went undefeated in the regular season.  And

               my senior year, was actually given the top athletic award for

               the whole university.

                         That's not the great part of the story; the great

               part of story is God used a very incredible man to plant

               within me the truth that sometimes it's better to stay than it

               is to go.  I am not a quitter.  With the help of God, I am a



               finisher.  Jesus is the author and the finisher and the

               perfector of my faith.  Some of you need to hear that today

               because God is going to show you it's better to stay when you

               want to go.

                         I'll tell you one more story; this one's very

               personal to me and one of the best decisions I ever made.
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               When people think of the church, sometimes they think of me

               because they see me.  But I want you to know that the strength

               of this church is in you, and it's in the leaders behind the

               scenes; it's not in in me.  I have four men that I've served

               with since 1999.  Two of them were before that, but we've had

               a 5-person team known as the directional leadership team.

               It's me, Jerry Hurley, Bobby Greunwold, Kevin Penry and Sam

               Roberts.  And we've been together since 1999.  These are

               extraordinary leaders; they were all in business, left big

               careers to come and join the church staff; they're world class

               leaders.  And they are the strength that you rarely see behind

               the scened of this organization.

                         Well, midway through, we went from about a thousand

               people at one location to, I don't know, 10 or 12,000 people

               at seven locations and we were plowing new ground in the

               multisite way of doing church, hadn't been done before, nobody

               knew how to do it.  And what happened is, we kind of outgrew

               our understanding of how to lead the organization.



                         And suddenly we had a lot of behind the scenes

               problems, miscommunication, our systems weren't set up well,

               we didn't know how to communicate well, people were being left

               out.  And suddenly, they were having to make decisions without

               me, I was making decisions, we were making different

               decisions.  I didn't like the decisions they were making, they

               didn't like the way I handled the response.
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                         And all of a sudden, we were at odds in a

               significant way for the first time in history.  They said some

               hurtful things, I said some hurtful things.  It got bad and

               all of a sudden, we've got the executive leadership that's

               really not trusting one another.

                         I talked to my other friends, my senior pastors,

               consultants.  They're like, "Hey, you know, you just have to

               replace them.  You just, you know, you can't have that, you

               can't tolerate it."  And so I thought, "I hate to do this but

               that's what I'm going to have to do."

                         Well, I prayed and prayed and prayed and I really

               felt like God, even though I couldn't see the road to healing

               this relationship, even though it seemed like the road was too

               difficult and not worth it, I really felt like God led me to

               stay with the men who had been faithful to feel help build

               this.  And so, it started with an apology on my part, "I'm

               sorry, I should have done this and I should have done this and

               I should have done that."  And then it was followed by an



               apology on their part.  And over a series of events through

               the next few months, we 100 percent rebuilt our trust.

                         I want you to know that it's extraordinarily rare to

               see any organization grow from a thousand attenders to

               50,000, one location to 15 locations, going on 18.  With an

               executive group that stays together.  It's one of the best

               decisions that I ever made to press through the pain, to have
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               the hard conversations, to live through the awkwardness, to

               keep together a team that is now unparalleled in loyalty and

               understanding and faithfulness.

                         They could have all left at any time and made more

               money somewhere else consulting; there's not a church in this

               world wouldn't want to pick those guys off.  They decided to

               stay and I decided to stay with them.

                         Sometimes, you're going to come to a place where it

               doesn't look easy, the road back seems like it's too

               difficult.  And I'm here to tell you that God is going to call

               you to stay the course when you would rather go the other way.

               I want to ask you, in light of what God wants you to want,

               where do you need to stay?  In light of the story that God

               wants you to tell, where do you need to stay the course when

               it seems so much easier to walk away?

                         It could be in any number of different place.  Some

               of you, you're in college right now and you think I just -- I



               can't make it through.  It's just too expensive, too time

               consuming, the hill is too big, I can't climb it.  And so, you

               can do what a lot of people do and it might be the right thing

               for you to do which is just walk away and not finish.

                         Or God may speak to you, "Hey, you're not a quitter,

               you're a finisher."  And so, you keep your head down and you

               may work two jobs and you may not be on the four year plan,

               you're on the seven-and-a-half year plan but you remain
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               faithful.  Semester after semester you plow away, one class

               here, two classes there, a summer school class here.  And one

               day, you wake up and you realize you've got a degree.  And

               your story is, it wasn't easy but now I've got a job I

               couldn't have had otherwise because I am not a quitter; I'm a

               finisher.  And I decided to stay when it would have been

               easier to quit; that might be your story.

                         Some of you, it might be a problem that comes up in

               the church one day.  You get your feelings hurt; someone does

               something and you're like, "Well forget them, forgot that.

               Christians, they're all a bunch of hypocrites."  Hey, let me

               just tell you what, church is not perfect.  And if you ever

               find a church that is perfect, whatever you do, don't join it

               because when your imperfect self comes, you'll screw it up.

               And so, you get your feelings hurt. "Well, I'm leaving the

               church.  I'm going to show them, I'm walking away.  I'm not

               staying in this stupid church thing."  And that can be your



               story; it's a lot of people's story.  Or I just stopped going

               to church and I just, I got busy; I used to go to church, and

               that can be your story.

                         Or you can say, "you know what?  They hurt me but

               I'm going to do for them what Christ did for me and I'm going

               to forgive, and I'm going to work through it.  And I'm going

               to stay in there."  And then years later is -- your story is,

               "Hey man, I got hurt but you know, I forgave them and they
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               forgave me and you know, now we're close, and I'm so glad I

               stayed in the church because spiritually, I'm at a place that

               I never was before.  And now, one of the high points of my

               life is making a difference in this world as the church of

               Jesus Christ.  I don't just go to church; I am the church and

               my life is different because I decided to stay when it would

               have been easier to go."

                         Some of you, your story will be with God.

               Something's going to happen in your life and you don't like

               it.  You don't understand it and suddenly you're like, "God,

               if you're going to let this happen when you could have stopped

               it, then forget you."  And your story can be you walked away

               from God just like people all over the world.  "God, if you're

               going to let that happen, I can't believe in you."  Or you

               might decide to stay with God as God will always stay with you

               because he will never leave you nor forsake you.  And so, you



               tell him, "I don't understand it; this doesn't make sense to

               me but God, I realize I'm not God and you are.  So, I'm

               choosing to believe in you even when I don't feel your

               presence.  And then time goes on and something happens inside

               of you, and you start to look back at that thing that you

               hated and you realize I didn't know it at the time but, oh my

               gosh, God actually used that in my life to make me different.

               And what the enemy meant for evil, somehow God used for good.

               And now I know God and his faithfulness in a way that I didn't
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               before.  And now I'm living for him and for his glory in a way

               that I never thought possible and this is my story because I

               decided to stay with God when it would have been easier to

               walk away because I didn't understand.

                         Some of you, it will be in your marriage and let me

               spend a couple of moments here.  And as I do, let me say two

               things before I talk about your marriage.  Number one, I don't

               want to make you feel guilty about past chapters in your story

               because we can't change the past.

                         Number two, if you're being abused, if someone is

               beating you, I'm not telling you to stay and be a punching

               bag.  I'm telling you to get away where you can be safe, where

               you can be healthy, where they can become healthy, and then

               you can work on it in a healthy way.  I'm not telling you to

               stay and let someone hit you.

                         What I am saying is, over and over and over again in



               our society today, we see one or the other spouse say, "Well,

               I'm not very happy so we might as well cash it in.  Well, he's

               not meeting my needs and the trainer at the gym, he sure

               compliments me a lot.  Or she's kind of boring and the girl at

               work, she's kind of fun, and so, I'm walking away.  He didn't

               make me happy.  I mean, we gave it a shot for a little while

               but it just didn't work out.  When your marriage gets to that

               point, a struggle, because they all get there because we're

               sinful people, you need to ask yourself what story do you want
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               to tell.  "Well, kids, we gave it a shot for a little while

               but we just weren't happy."  And that can be the story and

               it's a lot of people's story.

                         Or your story might go like this.  "We didn't like

               each other; we hated each other.  We didn't believe in murder

               so we just prayed the other one would die.  I mean, it was

               hell like you wouldn't believe; it was the worst thing ever.

                         But you know what?  We made a covenant before our

               God so we hung in there.  And we got counseling and we got

               help.  And we made a church a priority, and we got a life

               group and they spoke into our lives.  And it didn't happen

               overnight, but over a period of time, God started to change

               us.

                         And now, we have a marriage -- it's not perfect --

               but we've gone 27 years, kids, because we believe a covenant



               is something important and God has given us something we

               didn't think was possible.

                         Now, some of you are going to say,  "But Craig, you

               don't understand.  He cheated on me, or she cheated on me and

               adultery is grounds for divorce.  So, I can leave.  Right?"

               Yes, adultery is grounds for divorce.  It's also grounds for

               forgiveness.  And some of you may make a decision to stay when

               you had every right to go.  And the best decision you ever

               make might be to stay when it was far easier to go.

                         Some of you right now, you've been faithful for a
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               long time.  You're in the same borrowing job and you feel like

               a failure.  You're raising the same borrowing kids and you

               feel like a failure.  You're stuck in the same boring marriage

               and you feel like a failure.  What I want you to hear is

               sometimes the greatest act of faith is faithfulness, staying

               where you're planted.  And you may not see your Boaz

               immediately.  But I'm telling you what, Galations 6:9 says,

               "Do not grow weary in doing good.  For at the proper time, you

               will reap a harvest if you do not what?  Somebody help me.

               "If you do not give up."

                         The decisions that we make today determine the

               stories that we tell tomorrow.  And sometimes, the best

               decision you can make is to stay when it would be easier to

               go.

                         "Father, I pray today that you would minister to us.



               And God, for those who are in the middle of a trial, a

               struggle, a decision, I pray, God, that you would direct them

               and they would have the courage to do what is right over what

               is easy."

                         All of our different churches today, as you're

               praying, some of you right now, you're going to recognize --

               you really are -- you've got this decision to make.  Do I stay

               the course or do I walk away.

                         What I want to do is acknowledge that some of you,

               you're not there at this point, you don't have that decision
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               to make.  And I just want to ask all of you to make a decision

               and a commitment today, when that time comes, will you keep

               your eyes on Jesus.  Will you let him be the author and the

               finisher -- you're not a quitter, you're a finisher -- of your

               faith.  And if God shows you it's the right thing to do to

               stay, even though you don't want to, even though you don't see

               how, even though it doesn't feel worth it, that you will

               commit to stay when it's easier to go.

                         If you'll make that promise to do what God would

               lead you to do, would you lift up your hands right now just in

               an act of faith, before that time even comes.  Hands up all

               over the place.

                         "God, I thank you that one day when we face that

               those decisions, you would empower us to do what is right.  I



               pray right now, God, especially for those who are in a job

               they want to quit, in a relationship they'd like to walk away

               from, if they're in a spiritual trial.  God, I pray that it

               would become very very clear what's right.  Even as Ruth knew

               this is what I need to do.  Your God is my god; I'm going to

               go where you go.  God, that if you call us to stay, give us

               the faith to stay the course.  God, give us the courage to say

               no to what is easy and to say yes to what is right.  And God,

               I pray that we would see your blessings just as Ruth was

               blessed with Boaz, that you would bring us Boaz blessings as

               we do make what is right.
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                         As you keep praying today at all of our different

               churches, when I think about staying the course, I can't help

               but think about Jesus when he knew in the garden of Gethsemane

               what he was going to face on the cross.  And in a very sincere

               moment before God, he said basically, God, may you remove this

               cup from me.  He was talking about the suffering that he would

               endure.  If there's any other way, God, let's do it that way.

                         And then Jesus said the great words to stay the

               course, "nevertheless, not my will but your will be done."

                         For every single one of you today that you realize

               you're doing life without God, Jesus stayed the course for

               you.  For every single one of you who realize, man, I've

               messed up, and I need forgiveness, and I need healing and I

               need a savior, Jesus stayed the course for you.  For every



               single one of you who realize I need the presence and the

               peace of God, Jesus stayed the course for you.  And he became

               sin for us on the cross, died and rose again so you could be

               forgiven, so you could be healed, so you could experience the

               goodness and the love of God on this earth, and forever in

               heaven.

                         At all of our churches, there are those of you who

               you recognize "hey that's me. I need his love, I need his

               grace.  I'm doing life without an ongoing daily relationship

               with him and I want him in my life.  I need salvation, I need

               forgiveness of my sins.  I need his peace, I needed his
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               presence.  Today, I turn from my sins, I turn toward him.  He

               stayed the course for me; I give my life to him.

                         At all of our churches, that's your prayer today.

               "I need him.  I needed his grace.  I give my life to him

               through Jesus, would you lift your hands high right now.  All

               over the place, lift them up right now; leave them up.  I just

               want to see you.  Right back here in the middle section, both

               of you here and back here as well.  Others of you, who would

               say "me too."  Right back over here in this section, God bless

               you guys.  Way back here toward the back, both of you right

               back here.

                         Church online, you click right below me.  Others of

               you who would say "me too."  Over here on this side, right



               back over here.  Praise God for you.  Others who say, "yes,

               Jesus.  Save me, transform me.  I give my life to you."

                         Would you all pray aloud with those around you here

               in this section, right up here close to me.  Thank you; bless

               you, sweetheart.  Other of you.  Pray aloud.

                         "Heavenly Father," everybody together, "Heavenly

               father, forgive me for my sins.  Jesus, make me new.  I

               believe you died for me and you rose again so I could live for

               you.  Fill me with your spirit so I could live the story you

               want me to tell.  Be the author and the finisher of my faith.

               My life is not my own; I give it to you.  Thank you for new

               life.  In Jesus name, I pray.
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                         LIFE Church, get loud, worship God.  Welcome those

               today whose stories just changed.  Welcome into God's family

               today.

                                  (end of "My Story" Week 3)




