
 
Craig Groeschel: Hey everybody. Before we dive into part four of Making Change we still have 

Financial Peace University Life Groups forming. If you recognize you need some 
help the good news is we have some help. We've got a nine week course, one night 
a week that really can change the direction of your finances forever. Your pastor 
can tell you more about FPU Life Groups. Also, next week we have a one part 
message that is designed for you to bring people that normally wouldn't come to 
church. We're calling it Trending Truth. What are we doing? We're actually looking 
at viral videos. You know them, the cat videos, the funny videos, the fail videos, and 
we're going to let them illustrate truths from the Bible. It's a creative way to teach 
the Bible and it's designed so you can bring people that normally wouldn't come to 
church. Next week is Trending Truth. Let's now go to part four of Making Change.  
 

 I am super thankful for all that God has been doing in the last four weeks in the 
message series called Making Change. Let's be honest, so many of us need to make 
some significant changes when it comes to our finances. We're sick and tired of 
struggling, and the good news is that God has powerful, life changing truth. We've 
been applying four big thoughts over the last four weeks into our lives in order to 
make changes. I want to review the big four and then I'm going to ask you to help 
me out because we're driving these thoughts deep into our hearts.  
 

 Week number one we talked about less is more. Everybody say "less is more". 
 

Congregation: Less is more. 
 

Craig Groeschel: You'll remember that better is one handful with tranquility than two handfuls with 
toil and chasing after the wind. Week number two we talked about stress is bad. 
Everybody say, "financial stress is bad". 
 

Congregation: Bad. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Week number three we talked about giving is good. It's more blessed to give than it 
is to receive. Giving is good. Today we're going to talk about tomorrow. Tomorrow 
matters. Our big themes, let's say them aloud. What do we know? We know that 
less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
 

Congregation: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Again, all of our churches, what do we know? We know that less is more, stress is 
bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
 

Congregation: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: One more time, because we're driving this in. All of our churches, what do we 
know? Everybody say it aloud. It's no fun without you. Less is more, stress is bad, 
giving is good and tomorrow matters. 
 

Congregation: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
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Craig Groeschel: Today I want to talk about the very important theme that tomorrow matters. I was 

meeting with a group of young adults from our church and we were doing kind of a 
Q and A. One of the questions they asked I thought was really important. Someone 
asked, "what is the biggest challenge you see in our generation?". They're asking 
me, the older guy, what's the biggest challenge I see in the emerging generation. 
You can read a lot of articles saying a lot of bad stuff about the millennials. I 
happen to be one that has more optimism in the emerging generation than you 
could ever imagine. I see so many things that are so exciting to me that just gives 
me great faith in our future. If thought there's one issue that's kind of concerning, 
and it's not just for the millennials, it has really permeated all generations but it's 
native to the younger generation and that is they have been so conditioned to 
instant gratification that it's really difficult to think about the future. 
 

 All of us have been spoiled with the now, "I want it now, gotta have it now", and 
especially the emerging generation because you had everything so rapidly poured 
into your life. For example, in my life if you're a good friend and I send you a text, 
honestly I expect to see bubbles relatively quickly on my phone. I want to know 
you're texting me back quickly. Why? Because we're good friends. If I'm streaming 
a video on Netflix I don't want it to buffer, I want it now. If I'm watching my favorite 
show, guess what, I don't want to wait until next week for my show to come on. I 
want it to roll immediately into my next show. I want it now. If I'm ordering 
something on my phone on Amazon, I want free shipping and I want it in two days. 
It would be better if it'd be here now. 
 

 We've been so conditioned to want things now that it's really difficult for so many 
people to actually think about tomorrow. In fact one of the places that we see this 
show up, and we see it in so many places, in our relationships, in the way we take 
care of our bodies or don't take care of our bodies, but perhaps one of the most  
obvious places we see this today centered mindset is when it comes to our 
finances, when it comes to money. In fact, according to an article I read on CNN, 
76% of Americans are living paycheck to paycheck. 76%. If you're sitting with four 
people on your row, that means three of them, if they lost their job today wouldn't 
make rent in the upcoming month. Three out of four people living paycheck to 
paycheck. 
 

 I just want to say for a moment that I do understand for some people it's almost an 
accomplishment to do that. I know there's so many people that a single parent 
raising three or four kids with a college degree and no one's hiring in their field and 
they're in a job that doesn't pay very much and you're actually doing pretty good 
just to put food on the table. I don't want to heap guilt on so many people who 
really are working hard, sometimes two jobs. There's a lot of people like that. Let's 
be really honest. Can we be honest for a moment? The vast majority of people 
listening to this message, the vast majority of people do not have to live that way. 
The problem is we have a today centered mindset and we're not actually being 
wise. 
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 I'm going to talk into that today because what do we know? We know that, help me 
out all of our churches, we know that tomorrow matters. 
 

Congregation: Tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Tomorrow matters. When we recognize that tomorrow matters, what will it do? It 
will change the way we live today. When we recognize that tomorrow matters it 
will change the way we handle money today. When we recognize tomorrow 
matters it'll change the way we live today. In fact, let me show you a couple of 
verses and then tell you one parable that really illustrates the principle that 
tomorrow matters. Proverbs 21, verse 20 says this: "The wise have wealth and 
luxury". What do fools do? Let's all say it aloud. "But fools spend whatever they 
get". In the Hebrew language, do you know how that's literally translated? It says 
this, in the Hebrew language it means they live paycheck to paycheck. Not really, I 
just made that up, but work with me. Okay? 
 

 They spend everything that they get. The wise have some, the fools spend it all. 
Then in Proverbs 6, verses 6 through 8, this verse kind of makes me laugh. It's 
almost like Solomon is being a little bit of a smart Alec. He's got a little edge to him. 
Here's what he says, I love this. He says, "Go to the ant, you sluggard". I just love 
that word sluggard. I just want to call somebody a sluggard. I don't want to be 
called a sluggard. "Go to the ant, you sluggard. Consider his ways and be wise". 
Then it says, "It is no commander, no overseer, no ruler", but what does the ant 
know? The ant knows that winter is coming. the ant knows that tomorrow is 
coming. The ant knows that tomorrow matters. "Go to the ant", he says. What does 
the ant do? "It stores its provision in summer and it gathers its food at the harvest." 
What does the ant know? The ant knows that tomorrow matters. 
 

 I also want to talk about a parable that's found in Matthew 25. This is a well known 
parable, but I don't think a lot of us think through exactly what Jesus said at the 
end of this parable. It's known as the parable of the talents. A talent is actually a 
measure of money. Some versions would say this master gave out five bags of gold 
to one guy, two bags of gold to another and one bag of gold to another. Whatever 
it is it's a measurement of money. This guy got five, two and one, and then the 
master went away. When he came back the one with five bags multiplied the 
money by investing it wisely. The guy with two bags multiplied the money by 
investing it wisely. The guy with one bag though buried, didn't do anything with it, 
didn't have any concern for tomorrow, played it safe and just put it aside. What did 
the master say? The master said take that thing from the one and give it to 
someone else. 
 

 Here's what the master said, Jesus said, "Whoever is faithful with a little will be 
blessed with more". Whoever is faithful with a little, and what was faithful to 
Jesus? Those who multiplied what they had. Whoever is faithful with a little will be 
blessed with more. Now, don't miss this. Then the master said to the guy that only 
had one, that lost his one, do you know what he called him? He called him a wicked 
and lazy servant. Now, not just lazy, but wicked, wicked. You didn't think about 
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tomorrow. You weren't wise with what I trusted you with. You're not only a 
sluggard, just got my word in there. You're not only lazy, but you're wicked. The 
faithful one multiplies what they have and can be trusted with more. 
 

 I want to talk about something that some people are like, "Oh I can't believe we're 
talking about this in church". If it's important to Jesus I think it should be important 
to us in church to make grow what God trusts to us. Let's talk about it today. I want 
to give you two thoughts about ways to make money. The first is obvious. The 
second is not as obvious to some. How can you make money? The first way is 
people making money, and this is the way we typically do it. You have talents,  you 
have a gift, you go to work, you work 40 hours a week or you work 60 hours a week 
or whatever, and then every two weeks or every whenever you get paid for your 
work, people making money. 
 

 The second way to make money is actually putting your money to work, and that is 
your money making money. This is something that some people never, ever think 
about. In fact, this is exactly what happened in the parable I told you about in 
Matthew 25, verse 16. Jesus essentially said the two guys put their money to work 
and their money made money. This is what he said, "The man who received five 
bags of gold, went at once", and what does he do? Let's all say it aloud. It's right 
here. "He put his money to work and gained five bags more". When God trusts you 
with something you have a choice of what you can do with it. What you can do is 
what many people do, and that is they spend all they have. When you spend all you 
have, then it's gone. 
 

 On the other hand you can spend some, you can give some, and perhaps you can 
invest some. If you invest wisely you might actually multiply what you have, and 
then you have more. God may look at that and say, you've been faithful, I can trust 
you with even more than that. How do you do that? You can work for money and 
you can put your money to work and have it make money as well. I want to talk to 
you today about ... Help me, about tomorrow matters. How do we maximize what 
we have today in order to change tomorrow? When we realize that tomorrow 
matters it'll change what we do with resources today. 
 

 I want to talk to you about investing. Now, a lot of you will say, "Oh man, I got no 
idea how to invest". I remember exactly thinking this years and years ago. I was in 
my 20's and like, "where do you invest? How do you do it? How do you learn?". 
Let's be honest, you're not teaching this in high school. Virtually every major in 
college you're not going to learn this. You get out in life and you're just trying to 
pay your bills. How in the world are we going to learn? 
 

 I'm going to state the obvious and that is I am not an investing specialist. I am not a 
financial planner. What am I? I'm a pastor, so I'm not going to tell you how to invest 
because that could be dangerous for both of us. I'm not an investing specialist, but 
what I've been doing if you'll notice for weeks and weeks is I've been trying and 
begging and pleading with you to get in Financial Peace University. The reason is 
because Amy and I have been through this class six or seven times. What happens 
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is we learn a little more every time. What you do is you learn to get out debt, you 
learn what kind of insurance to buy. You learn how to plan for retirement, and you 
learn really solid principles about investing. It gives you enough to get the ball 
rolling. Once you get the ball rolling you start to grow some more. 
 

 As a pastor, what can I do? I can actually show you some biblical principles that 
apply broadly, that are kind of principles we all need to apply when investing. 
That's what I want to do today, give you three thoughts from scripture that I 
believe are really important. The first one is this, investing principle number one, 
we need to remember never to invest in things we don't understand. Thought 
number one, don't invest in things you don't understand. Proverbs 24, verses 3 and 
4 says, "By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding is established". In 
other words you want to build a house, you need wisdom. You want to build your 
wealth, you need wisdom. You want to build anything, we want wisdom and 
understanding. "Through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful 
treasures". We want to understand before we invest in anything. 
 

 I'll give you an example of a bad investment I made in my early years of learning to 
invest. I was in my early, maybe mid twenties and I decided I needed to invest in 
stocks. Why? Because that's what people who know how to invest do, they invest 
in stocks. The problem is I didn't know how to invest in stocks, but boy it sounded 
sexy. "What are you investing in?" "Well I invest in stocks". I bought my first 
individual stock and it was one that I got on a tip from somebody who said, "You 
need to buy Lucent stock". Now, some of you would say, "I remember Lucent". 
That was one of the most widely held stocks in the US and it had really done really, 
really well. When something does really, really well people like me tend to buy it at 
the top, which is exactly what I did. I put some money into Lucent and then I 
watched it go down, down, down, down, down. I sold somewhere along the way.  I 
have no idea how much I lost, but I didn't understand. "I'm investing in Lucent 
stock", that sounded so good. 
 

 Here's all I know. If I had put $1,000 in Lucent stock back in the 90s, I would have a 
few dollars today. If I bought $1,000 worth of Mountain Dew back in the 90s and 
kept the aluminum cans, I might have more money in the aluminum cans than I 
would have in Lucent stock. Why? I didn't know what I was doing. If you can't 
explain it, don't do it. That's why some people say sometimes the best investments 
are the ones that you don't make. Let me say it again. This will save some of you 
heartache. Sometimes the best investments are the ones that you do not make. By 
wisdom and understanding you build things, therefore we will not invest in things 
that we do not understand. 
 

 The second principle, if you're taking notes, is this. We're going to never put our 
eggs in one basket. Number two, don't put all your eggs in one basket. Did you 
know that your grandma said that and the Bible says it too? Grandma is pretty 
smart. Thanks nanna. She knew what she was saying. This is what Ecclesiastes says, 
Ecclesiastes 11:2. The Bible says to do what? Let's all say it aloud. We're told to do 
what, "To divide your investments among many places". Why? "For you do not 
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know what risks might lie ahead". We're going to spread out our investments over 
time. 
 

 What does that mean? We're not putting all of our money into Lucent stock. We're 
not putting all of our money into the market, all of our money into bonds, all of our 
money into real estate, all of our money into commodities or whatever. As we 
learn we'll put a little bit here, we'll get a little experience, we'll grow, we'll get 
better, we'll make some mistakes. Then we're going to put a little bi t over here and 
then we'll grow. Then we'll put a little bit over here, and we're going to be 
diversified so we don't end up getting hurt when one industry or one sector tends 
to go down. 
 

 Investing is a little bit like ... This is going to be kind of fun and gross all at the same 
time. Where else can you get this but at LifeChurch? Investing is a little bit like 
manure. That's right, manure. If you put a bunch of manure in one place, what 
happens? It's stinky, it smells bad. If you spread it out in the f ield, you got to work 
with me, if you spread it out, what happens? It's actually like fertilizer and it makes 
things grow. See what I did there? If you put too many eggs in one basket it's like 
manure, it's going to stink over time. What do we know? We're not going to invest 
in things that we don't understand. If we don't understand it, we're not investing in 
it. We're not going to put all our investments in one place. 
 

 The third thing, and I'm going to spend a little more time here because this is what 
we need, and honestly this is what I need. The third principle from scripture is this, 
the Bible teaches us this, don't try to get rich quick. Don't try to get rich quick. This 
is one of the biggest dangers that so many of us have. Paul was discipling young 
timothy and he told him this in 1st Timothy, 6:9. He said, "Those who want to get 
rich", what happens, "they fall into temptation and a trap, and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction." What happens? 
When you get greedy, men, you're not objective. When you're self centered and 
you want to just "I want it all now", and that's where so many people are, you don't 
make wise decisions and you end up falling into a trap. You're really vulnerable to 
the evil one to lure you off of the path of pursuing Christ. We wrongly pursue only 
money and then we get ourselves in really, really big trouble. 
 

 I have a couple of illustrations of this. One is I had a friend that was so excited he 
said, "I got the investment of a lifetime. You want to invest in this". I said, "Well tell 
me what it is. Explain it to me". He said, "Well, can't really explain it," ding, ding, 
ding, warning number one, "but it's an international investment", ding, ding 
warning number two, "And it's going to pay every single month", din, ding, warning 
number three. He said, "I'm borrowing $50,000 from my dad, I'm taking a home 
equity loan at $50,000 on my house and this is going to pay be $20,000 a month." I 
said, "for how long?". He said, "For the rest of my life". I'm going "Please, please 
don't do this. I'm begging you don't do this." I said, "Can you explain it?". "Well no, I 
can't explain it but I've seen it. It's real, I promise." What do we know? When 
something is, you're going to have to help me out on this because I know you all 
know, when something seems too good to be true, it probably is.  



  

 

 

 

MakingChange_4_Message Page 7 of 13 
 

 
 I said, "please don't do this. Don't do this". "Oh Pastor Craig, this is God's blessings 

on my life. I'm going to be rich. I'm going to be able to tithe to this church. It's going 
to be awesome. We're going to Cancun. This is going to be amazing." Six months 
later, you know what happened. He was crying, I'm trying to console him. I didn't 
say I told you so, but I was thinking I told you so. Don't invest in things you don't 
understand, don't try to get rich quick. 
 

 I made a massive mistake. Pastor Jerry, in the early years we used to do a building 
fund. It's kind of cool we don't even do that now, we just trust people to give. We 
would give the tithe and then we would give above the tithe for like a three year 
commitment. Amy and I made what was a massive commitment to the building 
fund for our size income. We were having a hard time meeting that. There was this 
guy from the church who was a day trader and he was kind of really enthusiastic. A 
lot of day traders are. He says, "man I got this deal and it's going to be awesome. I 
think you can multiply your money times ten in about two weeks." He told me 
about this deal. I didn't really understand it, but I thought i f I can multiply my 
money in two weeks like that this is really good. I told Amy about it. What do you 
think she said? Don't do it. You know how women are, they're smart and wise and 
stuff like that. How are guys? You don't understand, it's a good deal.  
 

 I took what was a lot of money to me at the time and I effectively turned it into $0 
in less than two weeks, to $0. Why? I was greedy. I didn't understand it, couldn't 
explain it. I wanted to get the hit now. Here's the problem, and I want to say 
especially to the men because men I think we're more vulnerable to this. We tend 
to be sprinters. Our identity is that we want to provide, we want to give, we want 
to win, we want the hit. What we have to remember is we're not sprinting 
investors, we're marathon investors. We're not in this for the quick hit. We're 
thinking long term. This is actually very scriptural too. In fact the Bible says in 
Proverbs 13:11 that "dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers it", 
how, whoever gathers it "little by little makes it grow". Little by little, little, by little. 
Little by little makes it grow. 
 

 In fact, if you'll look in your notes I put down just kind of a little formula that is 
pretty much guaranteed over time. It's this, that you want to create wealth, you 
want to be faithful. Let me tell you what, wealth is not bad when you use it to do 
good things. Right? Let me say it again. Wealth is not bad when you use it to do 
good things. It's really tragic that in our country today people hate wealthy people. 
Listen, it's a lot easier to do good when you have something to do good with when 
you don't have anything to do good with. Let me say it again. Here's the little 
formula. Money plus consistency plus time equals wealth. Money plus consistency 
plus time equals wealth. If we put a little bit aside, we invest a little bit consistently 
over time in even a marginal investment, just a decent one, money plus consistency 
plus time equals wealth. 
 

 We don't have to be like rocket scientists. Some people teach a real simple 
principle. 10, 10, 80. What do we do? We're blessed with 100%. The first 10% we 
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give to God. Then we put 10% aside. We're either saving it or we're investing it over 
time. Then the other 80% we live off of ourselves. In fact I had my kids read this 
book called the compound effect. It doesn't just talk about compounding interest. 
It talks about just how little things done consistently over time change your life.  
 

 There's a cool little illustration that Booki, my 13 year old, loved and he quotes it all 
the time. He'll come up to you and say, "what would you rather have? Would you 
rather have $1,000,000 today or a penny that doubles every single day? What 
would you rather have, $1,000,000 today or a penny that doubles every day for 30 
days?" If you're like 90% of the people in this survey you're going to say "I want the 
million dollars now, because a penny today, two tomorrow, then four, then eight, 
then 16, then 32, I want the million dollars now." Then Booki will say, "Well if you 
did that you sold yourself way short because if you had taken the penny that 
doubles every day you'd have had 5.3 million dollars. All you settled for was a 
million dollars. That's why you need to be consistent and faithful over time", says a 
13 year old Booki. Why? It's a great principle that illustrates where so many people 
are, "I want it now, I want it now, I want it now". Money, plus time, plus 
consistency equals wealth. 
 

 I'll tell you a little bit of my story because I like to be transparent and honest. Years 
ago, I would say it this way, God gave me two talents and an opportunity, two 
talents. I was 19 and I tithed for the first time. I told you that last week. My 
grandmother blessed me with a car. I had money set aside to buy a car. I was going 
to buy a used car and I had some money set aside. 19 years of age and an older 
fraternity brother at alumni came to me and said, "man, my mom has got a house 
that no one is living in. Would you want to buy her house?" 19 years of age, I'm like 
"I can't afford a house". He said, "this is a really inexpensive house. It's close to the 
university. You could put some guys in there. I actually think it could be really good 
for you." 
 

 I got my parents to help me look at it and it was a very inexpensive two bedroom 
house. This is 29 years ago. We agreed on a price of $14,900 for this little bitty two 
bedroom house. He agreed to carry the note. I put some money down, put it down 
on a ten year note. My payment, I still remember, it was $151.66 a month, which 
was less than the rent that I was paying in my fraternity house. I thought I'll move 
in one room and then I'll rent the other room and I'll be way out and ahead. Then I 
got really smart and realized, "No, no, no. I'll just tell my fraternity brothers it's 
$100 a pop. As many guys can live in there as they want for $100." You know how 
college guys are, they're nasty. Seven or eight guys would pile into this house for 
$100 a pop. Also that goes into my payments, I got $700 bucks a month. My 
payments are $151, this is good. 
 

 I was an investor in real estate at 19 and didn't even know what I was doing. Then a 
little house came up for sale down the street. I went to an auction and ended up 
buying this house for $11,900, the second house. Now I'm 19, maybe 20 and I've 
got two houses. Then I met Amy and oh I fell I love so hard, so fast. We were 
dating, we're on a walk one day and she sees this house and she's like "Oh if we 
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ever get married I'd love to live in that house". It was an expensive house, crazy 
expensive. It was $30,000. This is way out of my league, and it had a garage 
apartment. I thought, well if she wants to live there one day I'm buying that one.  
 

 Now I'm 21 and I've got four rental units. I've got three houses and a garage 
apartment. What happened? I was given two talents and an opportunity and took a 
risk and made all sorts of mistakes along the way, but over 29 years I've been doing 
real estate. Some people say, "Well pastors shouldn't ...". Listen to me. I started 
before I was a pastor, and as far as I can tell that when you're faithful with a little 
and you grow it, that's actually pleasing to God. Today we take what we make off 
that, we give an extravagant amount, we take some of it and invest it in other 
places with help from experts because I understand real estate but I don't know 
other things. Just to be real transparent we're able to live very comfortably and we 
are able to give massively, extravagantly. Why? Because years ago we recognized 
tomorrow matters. 
 

 When we understand that tomorrow matters it will change what we do today. 
Tomorrow matters. Before I preach, here's a little behind the scenes stuff, I always 
go over the message with people on my staff. I always want to get their feedback. I 
was talking to this one girl and she just kind of got emotional. She said,  "I was a 
single mom and I barely could do anything. It was so tough and I was paycheck to 
paycheck. Now it's years later and I'm married and we're able to invest in our 
retirement and all this kind of stuff. I just feel so bad because of then." I said, 
"here's what I want you to understand, don't forget this, that that was then and 
this is now." 
 

 Some of you right now you're in the then. You're in that season where you can't to 
hardly anything, but it doesn't mean that you're going to be there forever. I  helped 
this girl see you're married now, you're putting money away every single month 
into retirement. The only debt that you have is your car and your house. Your car is 
going to be paid off in the next nine months. Look where you are now. If you feel 
discouraged maybe one day you're going to look back and say that was just the 
then. When you recognize that less is more, financial stress is bad, giving is good 
and tomorrow matters and consistently over time you start doing the right thing, 
guess what happens? God meets you in your faith. 
 

 Little by little you start doing better. Little by little you start learning. Little by little 
you pay something off. Little by little you're even more generous. Then you make 
your first investment, then you're putting some aside for retirement and years go 
by. 29 years for me, 29 years in real estate for me. I didn't get rich quick, but little 
by little we've been extraordinarily blessed by following these principles.  
 

 As your pastor, let me tell you what I want for you. I hope every single one of you 
become incredible investors. Don't think for a moment I'm just talking money. The 
best investment Jesus made was in some men and some women who ended up 
giving their lives for the cause of Christ. We are here today because of the 
relational investment he made in them. 
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 My prayer for you is that you become an incredible investor, that you get rich in 

every way. I pray that you invest in your marriage and you are rich with the 
blessings of intimacy in your marriage. I pray you invest in your children and you 
are blessed in overwhelming with the rich relationship with Jesus following kids 
that go into serving God with all that they do. I pray you invest in your friendships 
and you're rich in spiritual community, friends who would lay down their life for 
you as you would for them. I pray you invest in your church and suddenly you 
realize you don't just go to church but you are the church, and as you pour your 
gifts and your resources into the church you recognize the church i s making a 
difference all over the world. 
 

 I pray that you would also steward wisely your resources, recognizing that less is 
more, stress is bad, giving is good and tomorrow matters, and one day you wake up 
and realize I never thought I could be this blessed. When you are that blessed you 
recognize it is from God and it is not all for me. I will enjoy some of it and use much 
of it to be a blessing in this world. Why? Because it is truly more blessed to give 
than it is to receive. If you're hurting today recognize years from now today will 
only be a memory. If you recognize that tomorrow matters it will change what you 
do today. 
 

 Father, I pray that your Holy Spirit would speak life into us, encourage us God that 
the truth from your word would transform us, lead us to make changes God in our 
life that we could glorify you with what you trust to us. All of our churches today, I 
want to ask a little broader question as we wrap up this message series. We've 
talked about a lot, less is more, the simplicity. We've talked about getting out of 
debt. We've talked about generosity. Today we've talked about investing. I want to 
ask a big question and hope you'll take it seriously. If God is showing you 
something, it could be very specific in any one of these areas, and you say "I really 
want the power of the Holy Spirit to make a change in me. I want to be different", 
listen, if you apply what God is showing you today, years and years from now you 
can be significantly different. 
 

 If God is ministering to you, showing you something say, "Yes I want to apply it." Its 
not going to be over night. It's not going to be tomorrow. You can't run a marathon 
after training one day. It may take some time, but you recognize, "God, I want to do 
today what will honor you and make a difference in the years to come. God, as 
you're showing me something I want to be faithful to respond and be obedient to 
what you're showing to me". All of our churches, if that's you would you lift up your 
hands right now? All the churches say yes, God is showing me something to do in 
our lives. 
 

 God I thank you today that you're a speaking God, that every time we come into 
your presence, God you minister to us. Your word is living and active and God we 
come ready to give every single week, ready to use our gifts, ready to worship you 
and believing, God, you have something to say to every single one of us. God, lead 
us step by step. Help us to recognize that tomorrow matters and because we know 



  

 

 

 

MakingChange_4_Message Page 11 of 13 
 

that tomorrow matters, God, empower us to change today. Give us wisdom, God. 
For those who are hurting significantly, even financially today, I pray that years 
from now it would be a memory and they would look back and say, "See how God 
was faithful? See how he began to heal and to change me? See how he 
miraculously provided?" 
 

 God we trust you. Empower us. Lead us to follow your principles that we could 
honor you with what you trust us with. Now God we pray that we would be faithful 
with whatever you give us today, and God as we're faithful you'd trust us with even 
more, not just for us but to use it for you and to use it to impact others. 
 

 As you keep praying today at all of our churches the biggest spiritual principle 
about tomorrow matters is this, is that tomorrow matters eternally. One day our 
life is going to be over on this earth. We are a mist that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes. So often we're simply living for today and not recognizing that 
eternity matters more than we could ever, ever imagine. The truth is this, you will 
spend eternity somewhere. You'll spend it either in the presence of  God or you will 
spend it separated from God eternally in a very real place the Bible calls hell. 
Heaven eternally, hell. 
 

 What determines where we go? The reality is every single one of us, we have all 
sinned against God. If you're honest we've all sinned, we've done things wrong. 
Many of you, you're going to recognize, you feel guilty for that. "Oh my gosh, how 
do I ever qualify for God? Maybe I better try harder, be better, not be as bad as so 
and so." The truth is that any type of sin separates us from God and this is why God 
did something for us that we could never do for ourselves. God became one of us. 
He sent his son, Jesus, who was without sin to die in our place to forgive our sins. 
On the third day the stone was rolled away. Jesus was not there.  Why? So that 
anyone, and this includes you, who calls on his name would be saved. When you 
call on Jesus he will not only change your today, but he will change your eternity, 
forgiving every sin that you've ever committed. You become brand new. 
 

 All of our churches, there are those of you that this is the very reason you're here. 
You recognize tomorrow and eternity matters, so you're turning to Jesus to 
surrender to him. At all of our churches, those who say "yes I need his grace, yes I 
need his forgiveness. By faith I give my life to him", that's your prayer, would you 
lift your hands high right now? All of our churches and say, "Yes Jesus. I surrender 
to you." Those of you at Church Online if you could simply click right below me. We 
have people at Church Online and all of our churches crying out for the mercy and 
goodness of God. I would love to lead you in a simple prayer as we celebrate your 
new birth. All of our churches if you'll pray together, just pray "Heavenly Father,"  
 

Congregation: Heavenly Father, 
 

Craig Groeschel: "Today I turn to you" 
 

Congregation: Today I turn to you. 
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Craig Groeschel: Asking you" 

 
Congregation: Asking you 

 
Craig Groeschel: "To forgive me" 

 
Congregation: To forgive me 

 
Craig Groeschel: "And to make me new." 

 
Congregation: And to make me new. 

 
Craig Groeschel: "I believe" 

 
Congregation: I believe 

 
Craig Groeschel: "Jesus died for me" 

 
Congregation: Jesus died for me 

 
Craig Groeschel: "And he rose again" 

 
Congregation: And he rose again 

 
Craig Groeschel: "So I could live for you." 

 
Congregation: So I could live for you. 

 
Craig Groeschel: "Fill me with your spirit" 

 
Congregation: Fill me with your spirit 

 
Craig Groeschel: "So I could follow you" 

 
Congregation: So I could follow you 

 
Craig Groeschel: "Every day of my life." 

 
Congregation: Every day of my life. 

 
Craig Groeschel: "My life is not mine." 

 
Congregation: My life is not mine. 

 
Craig Groeschel: "I give it to you." 
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Congregation: I give it to you. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "Help me to live" 
 

Congregation: Help me to live 
 

Craig Groeschel: "In a way that would glorify you." 
 

Congregation: In a way that would glorify you. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "Thank you for new life." 
 

Congregation: Thank you for new life. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "I give you mine." 
 

Congregation: I give you mine. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "In Jesus' name I pray". 
 

Congregation: In Jesus' name I pray. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Would you all celebrate big today? Worship God and welcome those born into 
God's family today. 
 

 


