
 
Craig Groeschel: Hey, before we dive into week number two of Making Change, I want to tell you 

three weeks from now, we're going to do something that really is going to be fun. I 
know many of you love the viral videos, the crazy cat videos, the things that make 
you laugh, those things that your kids bring you. We're going to do a week called 
Trending Truth. What is that? We're actually going to let viral videos illustrate 
teaching from God's word. Why do we do this? Because we'll do anything short of 
sin to reach people who don't know Christ, and this is perfectly designed to bring 
people who would never go to church, it's called Trending Truth. It's in three 
weeks. 
 

 Also, I want to remind you that all of our churches, we are still signing up and 
starting Financial Peace University classes. What are those? We're actually going 
through, for nine evenings, a simple class that can give you the tools to better 
manage your financial resources. We have amazing stories of people whose lives 
have been changed through Financial Peace University. Your pastor will tell you 
more about that. Now, let's go to week number two of Making Change.  
 

 Well, I'm incredibly thankful to have all of you with us today, at all of our 
LifeChurches. Our Open Network Churches. Our family all over the world, at Church 
Online. We're in part two of a four part message series called Making Change, and 
we're talking about, how do we manage our resources in a way that can honor God 
and actually change our lives? If you missed last week, we've got four big themes, 
and they're illustrated even right behind me. What I want to do is go over them 
again one time, just to review, and then I'm going to ask you to help say them 
aloud. We're looking at four themes. Last week we talked about, "Less is more." 
Today, we're going to talk about, "Stress is bad." Week three, we're going to talk 
about, "Giving is really, really good. Giving is good." Then, we're going to talk 
about, "Tomorrow matters." All of our churches, can I get you to help me out? 
What are the four big themes we're talking about? 
 

Crowd: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, and tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Again, what are we talking about? 
 

Crowd: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: I'm going to be annoying, because I really want you months and months from now 
to be able to say these things. Even so, we're giving you a little magnet so you can 
look at them on your icebox, your refrigerator. One more time, all of our churches. 
Forgive me for being annoying, but you will remember. What do we know? 
 

Crowd: Less is more, stress is bad, giving is good, and tomorrow matters.  
 

Craig Groeschel: Today, I want to talk about financial stress is actually a bad thing, because I have 
never, ever heard anybody in my entire life say, "Ever since  I got into debt, my 
marriage has been so much better. Back before we had payments, we fought all 
the time, but now that we have payments, we never, ever fight, because we're in 
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debt." I've never heard anyone say, "The massively high rate on my credit card 
improved my love life." You know what everyone always says? "High rates equal 
hot love." Work with me. Work with me. Work with me. When we come to church 
we have fun. I've never heard anybody say that before. I've never heard anybody 
say, "Every night when I go to bed I thank God for my debt. I praise Him. Years ago I 
used to not have any, but I thank Him now that I have payments everywhere I go. I 
have high interest rate payments." 
 

 I've never heard anybody say that, but you know people, and I know people, and 
many of us have said things like this. "I wish we could give more to help people 
who are in need. We're just not able to do that right now. I wish that one of us 
could stay home with the kids, but that's not even close to being an option. I wish 
that we didn't have this stress. We're fighting all the time. I wish we could travel, 
but that's not even something we can consider. Why? Because we have financial 
stress, and financial stress is bad." 
 

 The challenging thing is, a lot of people just really don't have any type of 
understanding about how money works, because let's think about it. Most high 
schools, colleges, you go all the way through, get a degree, and people don't even 
really know how this works. For example, there are three guys at the gym that are 
kind of younger. I watched them grow up through college, and they get their first 
jobs. I'll be real honest. Their parents are broke, and they know it. Their parents 
just have always struggled, and so they said, "Craig, you've had a little bit of  
knowledge in this. Would you just kind of help mentor us financially?" Every now 
and then, we'd kind of talk about things and I'd try to give them a little bit of 
advice. 
 

 Well, one day, one of the guys came in and you could tell he had made a mistake. 
He came in, he said, "Oh. Oh." I said, "What did you buy?" He said, "A truck." I said, 
"A new one?" He goes, "Yeah. A new one." I said, "Oh." I said, "How much did you 
pay for it?" He just got his first job. He said, "Well, $48,000." I said, "How long are 
you financing it?" He said, "72 months." I said, "What's the interest rate?" He said, 
"19%," kind of like he was asking me, "Is that good or bad?" I'm trying not to vomit 
on him. I'm staying pastoral, and said, "Do you want to talk about this?" He's like, 
"Well, I can afford the payment." I said, "Well, let's just, for learning purposes, look 
at what this does." 
 

 I got on my phone, found a calculator online, and did the numbers, and I said, "So 
basically, $48,000 at 19% over 72 months comes to just under $81,000. That's how 
much you'll pay for that if you just pay it off month by month." I said, "Let's fast 
forward six or seven years, when your car will be paid for. Seven years later, when 
you've driven it quite a bit, how much do you think it will be worth then?" He said, 
"Seven years? You know, $12,000, $15,000?" "Let's think about it. We're paying 
$81,000 for something that's going to be worth maybe $12,000. Maybe you didn't 
pass algebra I, but those are not good numbers." 
 

 The challenge is, there's so many people just don't understand, that was not 
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something he learned at home. It wasn't something he learned in school, and quite 
honestly, he learned the way many of us learn it, and that's the hard way. Let's be 
honest. This is a really difficult subject to talk about, because we've all made 
mistakes. The truth is, so many of us, we're embarrassed because we don't 
understand. We feel overwhelmed. We'd rather put our head in the sand and 
pretend like this isn't going on. We feel helpless, and we feel hope less. We 
understand the principle, and this is in your notes, from Proverbs 22:7, that 
eventually we'll understand the rich rule over the poor, and what is the borrower? 
The borrower is a slave to the lender. The borrower is in bondage. When we owe, 
we're actually in bondage to the one that we owe. That's why we don't just say that 
less is more, we say financial stress is what? It's bad. We don't want to be in 
bondage to someone, and that's why, as your pastor, I'm just going to beg you to 
plug in, stay engaged, have an open heart, do something about this. I believe with 
all of my heart God wants something better for his kids than for us to always be in 
financial bondage. 
 

 I want you just to imagine, if you will, what it would be like to be free of financi al 
stress. Think about it. Imagine if something breaks and all you do is pay for it to be 
fixed. That's it. You don't freak out. We go, "Ah!" You just pay for it. Imagine if you 
want to buy something, and what do you do? You pay cash for it. Not payments 
over time with interest. You just pay cash for it. Imagine if someone you know is in 
need, and guess what, you go, "I can help. We can help. We're able to do this." 
Imagine if you got a week off on vacation, and guess what your biggest problem is? 
You can't decide where you want to go. You've got options. The mountains, or the 
beach? The beach, or the mountains? We can't decide. Why? Because you've got 
options. 
 

 If, if the practical side of this doesn't motivate you, for those of you who are Jesus 
followers, I pray that the spiritual side will. Jesus is the one who said that if you're 
faithful with a little, he will trust you with much. That living with integrity, in what 
God trust us with, is actually a way we can worship, serve, honor, and please God. 
If the practical side of being free doesn't motivate you, if you're a Jesus follower, 
man, let the spiritual side, that what we do with what God trust us with, it truly 
matters to God. For faith with a little, he'll trust you with so much more.  
 

 I really hope, and I pray, that every single one of you, you want something 
different, and you want something better. Why? Because less is more, stress is bad, 
giving is good, and tomorrow matters. Instead of just talking practical or financial, I 
want to talk spiritual. When our heart is aligned to God, spiritually, it's so much 
easier to do things right in the natural world. I want to bring some prayers to our 
pursuit of the debt free life. Let me give you three prayers today that I hope will 
become a part of just your relationship with God, and honoring him with managing 
what he trusts to us. 
 

 The first prayer is this: "God, give me self-control." All of our churches, let's say it 
loud. God, give me ... 
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Crowd: Self-control. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Now say it with a smile, believing He'll do it. God, give us ... 
 

Crowd: Self-control. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Why is this so important? Proverbs 25:28 tells us this. "Like a city whose walls are 
broken down, is a person who lacks," what? Who lacks ...? 
 

Crowd: Self-control. 
 

Craig Groeschel: If you're a city without protective walls, guess what you are? You are massively and 
completely vulnerable. You are vulnerable to the lies, vulnerable to the attacks, 
vulnerable to worldliness. You're vulnerable if the walls are broken down, without 
self-control. Now, the problem is that all of us, living inside of us, we have a two 
year old little kid. You know the kid I'm talking about. Some of you, it's your kid 
right now. We've all seen that kid in the grocery store that wants a toy or a candy 
bar. What does a two year old kid do? What does he do? "I want it! I want it!" That 
was a two year old little kid. You need to lock that kid up, discipline that little kid 
inside of you, and don't let that little kid ... "God, give my two year old little kid self-
control. Give me self-control." 
 

 Ladies, if I can pick on you for a moment, every time you walk by a clearance rack. 
I'm meddling. "Give me self-control, God. Give me self-control." Ladies, you know 
you're vulnerable to whatever is on sale, and then you come home and try to 
convince somebody how much money you saved. You know you do, because you 
bought the stupid little trinket on sale, and you got the bracelet on sale, and you 
needed the outfit to match. Ladies, nickel and dime. Nickel and dime. Nickel and 
dime. You sink the ship. God, give you self-control. 
 

 Men, you're not like that at all. You just blow the ship up all at once. That's the way 
you do it, man. "I bought a boat. I bought a boat. I bought a boat, with twin Sea-
Doos, and a truck to pull it with. Now all we need is a lake house." Guys, you do it 
all at once. "God, give me self-control. God, give me self-control. God, give me self-
control. God, give me self-control. My life does not consist of the abundance of 
stuff. Give me self-control." 
 

 In fact, years ago, I'll kind of tell you a little bit of our story. When Amy and I were 
pursuing the debt free life of paying off our house, we were in our early 20s, and 
married young, and we lived under what we called a spending freeze. Amy is here, 
and she'll tell you all day long this is what we did. We paid the gas bill, we ate 
ramen noodles, we paid insurance, and we didn't pay for anything else. It was a 
spending freeze, and we were crazy. If you want really extreme results, you have to 
have a really extreme lifestyle. Everybody made fun of us. The one vulnerability we 
had is that Amy's got a tender heart. 
 

 At the time, I was an associate pastor at First United Methodist Church, and our big 
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weak spot was, financially, all these kids selling fundraiser stuff. You've seen them. 
They're selling wrapping paper. They're selling gift cards. Cookie dough, all this kind 
of stuff. Amy would like, $18 here, $25 here, and $28. You can not do this, so I told 
her, "We're on a spending freeze. You can not say yes to that kind of stuff." It was 
really difficult for her, but finally she said, "All right." Well, one evening we're 
sitting in the living room and someone knocks at the door. She goes to get the 
door, and there is the most obnoxiously cute, adorable little kid you've ever seen, 
and he's selling stuff. He's selling $2.50 candy bars. She looks over at me, and she 
says, "He's so cute." I said, "I don't care how cute he is. No. You can't buy it." She 
looks at this cute little kid, and said, "I'm sorry. My tightwad husband won't let me 
buy one of your candy bars for $2.50, so here's $5. I'm giving it to you. Now run." I 
chased the kid down and got my two candy bars for that $5. 
 

 Everybody say, "God, give me self-control." 
 

Crowd: "God, give me self-control." 
 

Craig Groeschel: Give me self-control. You've got to get that little kid under control. What we're 
going to do is this. We're going to learn to say no. Everybody say, "No." 
 

Crowd: No. 
 

Craig Groeschel: We're going to learn to say no. Everybody say no. 
 

Crowd: No. 
 

Craig Groeschel: We're going to learn to say no for a little while. Why? So we can say yes for the rest 
of our lives. I'll say it again. Some of you, this is it. This is all you need. You came for 
it, and this is what you need. We're going to learn the discipline, and we're going to 
say no for a little while, so we can say yes for the rest of our lives. I don't know how 
this will play out for you, but it will somewhere. You might like to get your nails 
done every week or whatever, so we're going to say no to getting our nails done. I 
know I'm meddling in all this kind of stuff, but ladies, you get your nails done for 
other ladies anyway. Guys don't care. I just need to tell you that, right? You know it. 
I've never heard a guy go, "Dude. Did you see the set of nails on that babe? Woo! I 
want some of those nails. You think they're real, or they fake?" Never heard that. 
Never heard that, right? 
 

 We may say no for a little while so we can say yes for the rest of our lives. You may 
love to play golf twice a week at the nice country club. What do we do? We may 
say no for a little while, and play for once a month at the less expensive place so we 
can play later anywhere we want to play. We may say no to $5 coffee for a little 
while, say yes to grocery store brand for a little while, then one day you can drink 
whatever kind of coffee you want. Your 12 year old's demanding an iPhone? I know 
where many of you live it's considered child abuse not to give an iPhone to your 12 
year old, but we may say no for a little while so we can say yes for the rest of our 
lives. You may want a brand new car with brand new smell. We may say no for a 
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little while, and drive the older one, so we can say yes for the rest of our lives. 
"God, give me self-control." 
 

 I'll tell you a little bit of our personal story, and it's emotional for me to tell you this, 
but we were blessed enough early on to discover the teaching of a guy we hadn't 
met, who's now a close friend. His name is Dave Ramsey. Right when hi s radio 
show came out, we must have heard some of the first ones, and we just listened to 
this crazy guy. The way he said it was this. He said, "If you live like no one else, then 
one day you can live and give like no one else." We just bought into that. We really 
did. We decided that we didn't want ... We knew stress is bad, and we didn't want 
that burden. We wanted to be completely debt free. 
 

 We went crazy. We didn't buy gifts for each other. We still don't to this day, and 
we're still in love, but I don't need to spend $50 to show her, because we're 
showing each other every single day, if you know what I'm saying. We don't need 
to prove our love in that way. Back then, we had a $5 gift budget for relatives and 
friends. That was it. We made them most of the gifts, and you know what's 
interesting? I think they loved those $5 homemade gifts more than more expensive 
gifts. We didn't eat out, unless we had a buy one get one free. Never a soft drink, 
never an appetizer, never a dessert. It's kind of crazy. We did not buy new clothes. 
I'll tell you what. You may say, "Really?" Watch the videos of me in the old days, 
and go, "Oh, yeah. You're right." They were all used. At First Methodist, I had to 
wear a tie every day, and they were expensive, so I had a tie swap where literally I 
found other guys kind of like me, and I'd bring my three ties, and put them in the 
pool, and take their three home, and that's kind of how we did it.  
 

 It was crazy like that, and we lived beneath our means. We bought a house that 
was about $18,000 less than my buddy's truck, was one we could afford, and by the 
time I was 28, we had our house paid off and no other debt, and we were able to 
start LifeChurch at the age of 28, with no financial debt hanging over our head, and 
had the freedom to ... "How did you pay off the house?" It was like a car, and we 
were just focused on doing it, and it completely changed our life. I want to just 
encourage you, every single one of you. "Well, I'm 48. I'm 52. It's so late." Start 
where you are right now. Wherever you are right now, and say, "We're going to say 
no to some things for a little while so we can say yes for the rest of our lives." Then, 
when you're out of debt, get your nails done every day if you want to. Treat every 
girl to getting their nails done. Put the glitter stuff on it, and the little dots, and the 
hearts, and whatever you want. We're going to say no for a little while, and say yes 
for the rest of our lives. 
 

 Everybody say, "God, give me self-control." 
 

Crowd: God, give me self-control. 
 

Craig Groeschel: God, give me self-control. Help me, God, to recognize that less is more, stress is 
bad, giving is good, and tomorrow matters. God, give me self-control. The second 
prayer we're going to pray is this. "God, give me understanding. Give me 
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understanding." Let's be honest, like we said earlier about the guy in the truck, so 
many people just don't understand how numbers and debt works to hurt you. In 
fact, Hosea 4:6 is really clear. Hosea says, "My people are destroyed," for what? 
"For a lack of knowledge." We could loosely apply that verse to, say, "People are 
hurt financially because we don't have a working understanding." What's the 
challenge? In our culture today, when someone's buying something, generally 
people ask two questions. What they want to know is, they want to know how 
much down, and how much a month. What they're not asking is, "How much is the 
real cost? How much does this really cost?" 
 

 I did some research, and of those people who have credit card debt, so excluding 
those who have no debt, the average amount of debt today for people who carry 
credit card debt is just under $16,000. Some of you feel a lot better. Some of you 
are like, "Help me, Jesus." That's the average. What I want to do for a moment, and 
some of you will already understand this, but a lot of people, this will be shocking 
to you. I want to just simply show you how compounding interest works for you or 
against you. I'm going to plug some numbers in, and some of you are going to say, 
"Well, that number is too big, or too long, or too whatever," and I really don't care. 
I'm not trying to say, "This is your life." What I'm trying to do is very simply show 
you an example of how this works for you or works against you. 
 

 Is everybody okay? If you're okay, say, "I'm okay." 
 

Crowd: I'm okay. 
 

Craig Groeschel: That's what I'm going to do. Based on kind of these numbers, if you owe $16,000 
and you pay $250 a month at 19% interest, it's going to take you 40 years to pay off 
... How much interest do you think you'll pay on that $16,000? The answer is, about 
... These numbers are rounded. They're all rounded, but they're very close. You'll 
pay about $105,000 in interest. Some of you, your mouth just hit the floor. Pick it 
back up. This is understanding. This is how it works against you. Let's move on. 
 

 If, let's say you didn't have that debt, but instead you actually had $16,000. Maybe 
a stretch to imagine, but imagine you did. Imagine if you invested that today and 
didn't add anything to it, and you were able to get 12% interest on that for 40 
years. You realize that one little investment with nothing else would equal $1.5 
million? $1.5 million. Do you think your life would be different if you didn't charge 
your coffee on your credit card and all that kind of stuff? 
 

 One more thing. If you took that $16,000, and now, since you don't have a credit 
card payment of $250, you actually added to it every single month, and you added 
and invested $250 a month at 12% interest over 40 years. Just $250 a month, and 
$16,000. In that amount of time, you'll amass over $4 million to your name, and 
that is how compounding interest works for you, or works against you.  
 

 Now, I'm a pastor. I'm not a financial expert. That's why every week for the last 
several weeks, I've been telling you, "Hey, let's get in a class, Financial Peace 
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University, where we learn from an expert." Then, what do we do? We actually 
learn together. So many of us don't know this, and don't know that. We bring our 
knowledge. We laugh at each other's mistakes. We cheer each other on, and we 
make progress together. God, give me self-control. God, give me understanding, 
because there's so much that I don't know yet, and I want to learn so I can honor 
you with what you trust me with. 
 

 Then, number three, our prayer is this. "God, give me a plan. Give me a plan." 
Everybody say, "God, give me self-control." God, give me ... 
 

Crowd: Self-control. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "Give me understanding." Say, "Give me ..." 
 

Crowd: Understanding. 
 

Craig Groeschel: "God, give me a plan." Give me a ... 
 

Crowd: Plan. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Proverbs 21:5 says the, what? Everybody say it. "The plans of the diligent," what 
does it lead to? "The plans of the diligent leads to profit as surely as haste leads to 
poverty." The plans of the faithful, the diligent, it leads to profit. You do better, you 
get ahead, as surely as haste leads to poverty. Somebody asked me, "Well, what 
does haste mean?" Well, the Hebrew word translated as "haste" means, "I felt sad 
and went shopping." Just joking, but anyway, it's retail therapy, right? It's not 
having a plan that will lead to poverty. 
 

 Here is what we need to recognize, and don't miss this. You can wander into debt, 
but you never wander out of debt. You can stumble into debt, but you never 
stumble out of debt. You can mistake your way into debt, but you never mistake 
your way out of debt. That's why we need a plan, and this is spiritual, it is scriptural. 
The plans of the diligent lead to profit. In Financial Peace University, and we're stil l 
starting classes, what do you do? You're going to learn, first of all, to have an 
emergency fund. We're going to sell something. Sell everything. Sell the kids, if 
they're acting up. We're going to take another job or whatever, and we're going to 
put away $1,000 into an emergency fund. Then, Dave's going to teach you very 
practically how to start paying off debts, and then once we pay off some debts, 
then we're going to learn to put aside an emergency fund for three to six months' 
living expenses. We're going to learn about investing, and guess what? We're 
actually going to honor God with a plan. If we're faithful with a little, guess what? 
God will trust us with so much more. God, give us a plan. 
 

 I talked this week to one of the longest term kind of members of LifeChurch. Keith 
and Karen, they're a couple of the most amazing people, and years and years ago, 
they started on a journey and went through Financial Peace. Then, they actually 
started teaching it. Keith was a school teacher, and loved teaching school. They 
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wanted to have kids, and they tried to have kids, but they were unable to conceive. 
The doctor said, "Well, you're not going to have kids." They prayed about it, and 
they were blessed to adopt a son, and then they were blessed with an international 
adoption of a daughter. Then, surprise, surprise, guess what happened? They 
conceived, and boom, they had three children. International adoptions are 
expensive. All adoptions are expensive, and they were trying to get out of debt. 
They're in this massive, crazy time. Well, Keith started a side business, and he 
would do taxes for people. Then, he started kind of an Ebay business where he'd 
buy certain kind of rare things in garage sales, and then sell them into real specific 
markets. He made some extra income. These crazy people recognize less is more, 
financial stress is bad. They were tithing the whole time, and they were recognizing 
tomorrow matters, doing the right thing today. 
 

 Listen to me. In less than five years, on a single income as a teacher, they paid off 
all of their debt including their mortgage. Including their mortgage. You can clap if 
you want to, because that's pretty impressive. Including their mortgage. Now, they 
were not living in a mansion, but their house was paid off. Better is one handful 
with tranquility, than a big old house with financial stress. What did they do when 
they were debt free? Well, they continued to tithe, and then they started giving 
generous offerings to help other people adopt, because they had such a heart for 
adoption. Guess what? Because they weren't financially stressed, you know what 
they could do? They adopted a fourth child, and his wife, Karen continues to stay at 
home because she loves to raise the kids. Guess what Keith does? He continues to 
teach? Why? It's not the highest paying job, but it's what he was created to do. He 
loves it with all his heart, and he's able to make a difference in the lives of student. 
Why? Because they're not stressed out financially. The borrower is a slave to the 
lender, and guess what? They're no longer a slave to anybody. They're completely, 
100% debt free. 
 

 What are we going to do? What are we going to do? We're going to say no for a 
little while, so we can say yes for the rest of our lives. This is spiritual. God, give  us 
the wisdom to have self-control. Give us understanding, and God, give us a plan. I 
just want to say that, as I talk about this, I know, my gosh. We look at our lives, it's 
so easy to feel that, "Oh, I wish I hadn't," and, "Oh, this is so tough," and, "Oh, 
maybe she looks down on me because of this," and, "Oh, we're fighting about it." I 
hate that pain, and I know that pain is so real, but I also know we serve a very good 
God. We serve a very good God. It's amazing. Whenever we start to do what's right, 
to pursue Him, to put Him first, to seek Him and to work His plan, it's amazing how 
He honors our faith. It's amazing how He blesses our faithfulness. It's amazing how 
fast our God can begin to bless our wisdom and our right steps, and we can see 
significant change take place. 
 

 What do we know? What do we know? What do we know? All of our churches, 
help me out. We know that ... 
 

Crowd: Less is more. 
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Craig Groeschel: What do we know? 
 

Crowd: Stress is bad. 
 

Craig Groeschel: What do we know? 
 

Crowd: Giving is good. 
 

Craig Groeschel: What do we know? 
 

Crowd: Tomorrow matters. 
 

Craig Groeschel: One more time, all of our churches, so it's in our soul. What do we understand? 
 

Crowd: Less is more. Stress is bad. Giving is good, and tomorrow matters.  
 

Craig Groeschel: We will be faithful to our God, because he's been faithful to us. He gave us his son 
Jesus that we could live eternally, therefore our only reasonable response is to give 
our whole lives back to him. What do we know? God, you blessed us wi th gifts. You 
blessed us with income. You blessed us with resources. They do not belong to us. 
They are from you. Therefore, God, we will honor you, being faithful with what 
you've given to us, even if we messed up a lot in the past. We thank you that you 
are forgiving, and a redeeming God. Therefore, God, give us self -control. Give us 
understanding. Give us a plan, in which we can honor you. God, one day we believe 
with all of our hearts we won't be in bondage to anything in this world. Just as 
Jesus sets us free from spiritual bondage, you will set us free from material 
bondage, and we will live radically generous all along the way, because you are a 
good God, who gave Jesus so we could know you and live forever. May we live in a 
way, today, God, that truly honors you. 
 

 We pray, Father, that your Holy Spirit will speak to all of us, and even though it's 
painful, God, help us to understand less is more, stress is bad, and we don't want it. 
Giving is always good, and tomorrow matters. All of our churches, as you're praying 
today, I hope that many of you feel a very positive and faith-filled motivation to 
make some changes, to recognize, "You know what? Yeah, we may be able to make 
these payments, but I don't really want them forever. I want the freedom to be 
beyond that. I don't want that bondage anymore. God, I'm going to ask you to give 
me self-control. I'm going to ask you to give me understanding. God, I believe 
you're going to give me a plan." 
 

 All of our churches, if any of that is hitting you, and you recognize it's time to do 
something different, it's time to desire something better, it's time to honor God 
with what he trusts us with. We recognize that stress is not good. We want to 
honor God, being faithful with what he gives to us, believing he'll trust us with even 
more to use for His glory. If God is speaking to you today, and you recognize 
somewhere in your life you need to make a change, would you lift up your hands 
now? Just lift them up. All of our churches, just lift them up. God, I thank you that 
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even now you're putting that little kid in the bedroom and lock them in there. God, 
give us self-control. God, give us the ability to say no for a little while so we can say 
yes for the rest of our lives. God, give us understanding, the humility to recognize 
we don't always know it all, and we're going to learn with others, and study, and 
get better and better and better. 
 

 God, give us a plan. Something that it doesn't discourage us, but gives us hope. 
We're working a plan. We're making progress. We're moving forward, God. We're 
honoring you. We ask, God, that you would move us not just materially or 
financially or practically, but move us spiritually, God. Help us to feel the weight of 
this, that what we do reflects what we really believe. God, we want to believe 
you're first. Everything belongs to you, and you're calling us to honor you, God, 
with every part of our lives. God, help us. Help us be faithful with a little, believing 
you'll trust us with more, that we could use it to make a difference in this world 
and bring honor to you. 
 

 As you keep praying at all of our churches, we're talking about stress being bad. 
Stress is bad. Debt is painful. There's one type of debt that's worse than any other 
type of debt in this world, and we would call it a spiritual debt. Our sin debt. If I can 
be really, really honest with you, this is what scripture teaches us, that all of us 
have sinned. All of us have sinned, and fallen short of God's standard. We have a 
sin debt, that guess what? We do not have the ability to repay. This is why the story 
of Jesus matters so much. In our Christian world, we call it the good news, or the 
gospel. The good news is this: That God recognized our sin debt, and he sent his 
son, Jesus. His son. His son, Jesus. Giving is good, for God so loved the world that 
He gave his one and only son. He sent His son to pay the price for our debt. Jesus 
was without sin, therefore he was the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Jesus died on a 
cross, in our place, so that our sin debt could be forgiven. 
 

 All of our churches, there are those of you, you recognize, "Yeah, I've done some 
bad things. Really bad things." You feel the weight of your sin. You wonder, "How 
would I stand before God?" The reality is, if you stood before God on your own, you  
would not qualify for eternal life. That's what the good news is. Jesus took your 
place. When you call on Him, He will hear your prayer, forgive every sin that you've 
ever committed, and made you completely brand new. Honestly, that's why many 
of you are here today. That's why many of you are online, and you know it. Why? 
Because you've got a sin debt you can not repay, and today by faith you're going to 
call on Jesus. He will hear your prayer. He will make you brand new, and you will 
never be the same again. 
 

 All of our churches, those who say, "Yes, that's me. I'm ready. I need His grace. I 
need His forgiveness. Today, I turn to Him and give my life to Him." That's your 
prayer. Lift your hands high right now. All of our churches say, "Yes, Jesus. I 
surrender to you." Church Online, you click right below me, and all of our churches. 
We have people crying out to him, turning to him. I want to be the first to pray with 
you, as you experience this new life. All of our churches, would you pray aloud? 
Pray, "Heavenly Father, today I come to you and give you my life. Jesus, save me. 
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Forgive me. Make me new. I surrender my whole life completely to you. Fill me 
with your spirit, so I can follow you every day of my life. My life is not mine. It's 
now yours. Thank you for new life. I give you mine. In Jesus' name I pray." 
 

 At all of our churches, would you worship big, worship loud? Welcome those born 
into God's family today. 
 

 


