
Let Down #2 
 
[Music] [Craig]  Well, every year my family loves to go to one of our favorite vacation 
spots in Steamboat, Colorado.  Last year, we went and we found this great little church 
to worship at called Euzoa Bible Church.   
 
[Chris]  So, I had been working in this church as Associate Pastor for about seven 
years, now.   
 
[Craig]  The people in this church were so friendly.  In fact, in our first week there, 
honest to goodness, they invited us to be in their pictorial directory.  I would have done 
it, but you know, Amy wouldn’t let me.   
 
[Chris] So I hadn’t preached on Sunday morning in about nine months, and all of a 
sudden, the senior pastor came to me about two or three days before that Sunday 
morning service, said he was going to be out of town, and asked me if I would cover for 
him.   
 
[Craig]  So, Amy and I were sitting there listening, and this bald headed guy stood up to 
preach.  I leaned over to Amy and I said, “This guy is really good.  I think I need to talk 
to him.”   
   
[Chris]  So this guy comes up to me after the service and says, “Hey, my name’s Craig,” 
and I’m looking over while he’s talking to me.  I’m kind of hearing what he’s saying, and 
I’m counting.  He’s got five kids and then it looks like his wife is pregnant, and I’m 
thinking, “Man, doesn’t this guy know what causes this?”   
 
[Craig]  So, I introduce myself to him, and I told him that I was a pastor in Oklahoma.   
 
[Chris]  And I’m thinking to myself as I’m looking around and see all the mountains and 
the rivers, “Good for you.  I’m glad you’re from Oklahoma.   
 
[Craig]  So first thing Monday morning, I pick up the phone, looked up this guy’s church, 
and I called him.   
 
[Chris]  So, I never come in on Mondays, but it just so happened that that Monday, I 
came in for about an hour.   
 
[Craig]  And I honestly didn’t want to interfere with his ministry in Steamboat, so I just 
asked him, “Do you think God may be leading you to do anything different?”   
 
[Chris]  And I couldn’t believe he asked that, because just two weeks earlier, my wife 
and I really felt like God was giving us the freedom to start looking for other 
opportunities in ministry.   
 
 



[Craig]  So, here we were on vacation in the right place at the right time to meet the right 
person to invite him to join something where he could make even a broader impact.  So, 
it’s my honor to introduce to you, from our South Oklahoma City campus, our campus 
pastor in training and guest speaker for the day.  Life Church, please welcome Chris 
Brad Spradlin.   
 
Hello, LifeChurch.  All right, like he said, my name is Chris Spradlin, the bald guy.  That 
would be me.  Man, I want to take just a second and welcome all of our campuses.  We 
are so glad that you are here this weekend for all of our experiences, and man, I just 
want to let you know, as I look out over this sea of people right now, this is like really 
huge, isn’t it?  There’s a lot of people here.  Let me, let me just drop this into 
perspective for you, okay?  I moved here from Steamboat Springs, Colorado, population 
10,000.  LifeChurch.tv population, 13,000 plus, so yes, this church is bigger than the 
town I came here from.  I am definitely feeling the pressure right now, and man, let me 
tell you.  Craig didn’t make it a whole lot easier on me.  Okay?  Just a while back, he 
grabbed me and put his arm around me and he said, “Hey, Chris, man, I just want you 
to know that I am so glad.”  I’m like, “Man, I’m about to get some props from the Senior 
Pastor here.  This is going to be good stuff, right?  And so, he says, “Man, I just want 
you to know that I am so glad that you haven’t sold your home in Steamboat, just in 
case things don’t go as well as we would like ‘em to go this weekend.”  And I’m like, “All 
right, Craig, thanks a lot, man.”   
 
So we have been, my family and I … I have got a beautiful wife.  I’ve got three kids, 6, 
5, and 3 years old, we have been in Oklahoma for about five and a half months now, 
and we lived in Steamboat for seven years.  Man, what a dream place to live.  Anybody 
at any of our campuses been to Steamboat Springs before?  All right.  Great.  It’s a 
great place to ski, a great place to go, and so we’re like in this major transition period, 
going from a small town where everybody knows everything about you, to this large city 
type of a deal, and one example of the way we are trying to transition is with my boys.  
I’ve got a six-year-old and a three-year-old boy, okay?  Great example.  They’re sitting 
at home, when we were in Steamboat, needed to go to the restroom.  Get up, walked 
right past the bathroom, walk outside, drop their pants off the front porch and take a 
leak.  All right?  That’s how we raise them in the West to be macho men, okay?  So, 
bring them to Oklahoma.  What do they do?  Sitting there, watch TV, walk right past the 
bathroom, walk outside, into the middle of suburbia America, people mowing their 
yards, all kinds of traffic going by, dropped their pants right there in the front yard, 
waving at everybody when they go by.  My boys are learning how to use the restroom in 
the house.  Another transition, okay?   
 
A couple of months back, we’re sitting there watching television and, all of a sudden, the 
news comes on.  We have a twenty percent chance of a snow in the panhandle this 
weekend, want everybody to get ready and brace for a major snowstorm.  It could be 
heading our way.  For the next hour, it was school closings on the television, and I’m 
like, “Okay, what’s going on?”  As we go to the grocery store, all the food’s gone, you 
guys raffled to the grocery store before we could get there and snag all the food, so that 
morning we wake up, right?  And man, I’m jazzing about the snow.  Steamboat’s got 



about five hundred inches of snow a year, so we love it.  And so, we get up and we put 
these surreal’s on, these big boots, and I mean, we’re ready to go.  And we walk 
outside, and there’s like all this awesome like dust.  It’s like this white snow dust, I 
guess you could call it.  And so we go outside and we start making a snowman, and by 
the time we’re done, he’s about this big, and there’s more grass than there is snow!  
Man, my kids and I, we didn’t know what to do.  We didn’t know if we should laugh or 
cry or what.  So, that’s just another example of the transition we’re going through.  
Another interesting one is this whole tornado thing, okay?  Yeah, this whole tornado 
thing, we’re trying to get used to that, all right?  And I’ve got this theory, and I can’t 
prove it yet, but I’m pretty sure that it’s true, but sometime a while back, all the locals, 
okay, that understand torndoes, you all got together at city hall, at city council meeting, 
came up with this great plan.  He said, “We are going to scare the living heck out of 
every new person that comes to town on Saturday’s at noon.  Okay, that’s our plan.  
Here’s what we’ll do is, we will sound this tornado alarm, and we’ll just scare them 
‘cause they don’t know what’s going on.”  You’re laughing ‘cause you know it’s true.  
You know it’s true, so first Saturday we’re here, boom, siren goes off.  Man, we’re 
running in the house.  We’re grabbing mattresses and we’re hiding around like, 
“Where’s the tornado?”  I mean, it’s unreal, so really, we’re trying to transition to this 
whole tornado thing.  Okay?  Don’t know a whole lot about them, yet.  Seen “Twister”.  I 
would recommend not watching that with your six-year-old son and say, “This is what 
Oklahoma’s like,” because he’s kind of struggling.  But really, man, my six-year-old, his 
name is Cole and he really is struggling with this whole tornado thing.  He’s scared of 
them.  He doesn’t know exactly what to expect, and the first three months that we were 
here, I’d say four nights out of seven, he’s up late at night.  He’s tossing and turning, 
and he’s just scared of them.  And so I said, “Cole, man, I want you to know, God’s with 
you, man.  He’s not going to let these tornadoes get you.  Your dad’s going to take care 
of you,” and so I just started to pray with him and started to talk to him about them, got 
these coke cans and put eyeballs on them, I-cans, that’s what we call them.  “I can do 
all things through Christ which strengthens me.”  Absolutely threw them all over his bed, 
okay?  So, that was the first step.  Then I took this massive picture of Jesus that we 
have, and I grabbed it, and it just put it above his bed, and then, every night we play 
LiveKids Live, Brian Rush is singing him to sleep, and so it’s like he goes to bed in just 
this shroud of Jesus every night and just hoping that he is going to get through the 
tornadoes.  So, about a month and a half ago, Cole comes into my room one night.  
He’s got tears in his eyes, and he looks at me.  You can tell that he’s a little bit angry 
and he says, “Dad,” he said, “I just want you to know that it doesn’t work.”  And I said, 
“What do you mean it does work?”  And he said, “I just want you to know that it’s God,” 
and he said, “I want you to know that God doesn’t work for me,” and he was broken 
hearted.  Six years old, he felt like God had let him down.  And so I hear this and I’m 
thinking to myself, “You know what?  There are times in my life when I’ve definitely felt 
like God let me down.  There are times in my life when I’ve been talking to Him and I felt 
like God was silent, or maybe He wasn’t listening,” and man, I know there are people 
right now listening at all of our campuses, and you’re asking yourself the same question.  
Does God really work?   
 



I don’t know what it is that’s going on in your life.  Maybe you’ve crossed a bridge and 
you’ve turned around and looked back over the bridge of your life and all you are seeing 
is disappointment right now.  Maybe you are single and you’ve held on to your purity.  
You’ve been praying and you’ve been asking God to bring somebody to you.  You feel 
like He’s silent.  Or, maybe it’s an addiction.  Maybe you struggle today with the same 
addiction that you struggled over fifteen years ago.  You’ve been asking God to take it 
away from you.  You feel like He hasn’t, and He’s grown silent, and you’re asking 
yourself the question, “Does God work?”  Does He really work?  You know what?  I 
would love to be able to look into your eyes right now and say, I have seven steps.  If 
you’ll just apply these seven steps to your life, then God’ll work for you.  But, do you 
know what I found out?  I’ve found out that God’s more of a mystery than He is a 
mathematical equation many times.  Not only that, I wish I could come to every single 
campus right now, walk up and down the aisles, put my hands on you and pray for you 
and ask that God would take your pain away.  And you know what?  God does work like 
that, but in my life, it’s been very rare.  It’s been very rare I’ve seen God work like that, 
but what I can do is, I can look you in the eyes right now, and I see your pain, and I can 
let you know that God is never going to abandon you.  Hebrews 13:5 says that God will 
never leave you, and God will never forsake you, and I want you to know, no matter 
what it is, no matter how traumatic the pain, God will never leave you and God will 
never forsake you.   
 
So, the topic of letdown.  How do we deal with letdown?  What do we do with letdown?  
We are going to look into a guy’s life by the name of Joseph.  Okay?  It’s not Joseph, 
Jesus’ dad.  It’s Joseph the whole Technicolor dream coat thing.  Okay?  We are going 
to look into that guy’s life, and he’s got a really, a really cool story, okay?  He’s the 
youngest of eleven brothers, and man, his dad just loves him.  Let me tell you what.  
He’s given him all kinds of gifts and just shown him all of this favoritism, and Joseph, 
man, I’ve got to say he’s a little bit arrogant.  Okay?  He’s walking around, thinking he’s 
somebody in front of his brothers.  They’re getting tired of this, and the next thing is that 
Joseph, man, he’s got clear vision for his life.  He’s got a great relationship with God, 
knows what God’s calling him to do, and he’s very confident in that – but his brothers 
are sick of it.  Okay, and so they conspire together and say, “Hey, man, let’s get rid of 
Joseph.  We’re done with him.”  And so, one day Joseph’s walking through the desert 
and his brothers jump on him, man, and they clock him.  They throw him in a well, and 
they just leave him there.  All of a sudden, some slave traders come by.  Right?  And 
they sell him into slavery.  He ends up going to Egypt.  It’s like a meat market, man.  
They’re just selling off slaves.  “Anybody want a slave?  Anybody want a slave?” and 
they’re selling them off left and right, okay, and this rich guy buys Joseph.  This story’s 
really going to get interesting now.  So, he’s a slave of this rich guy, and this rich guy 
sees that Joseph’s got a lot of potential, right?  And so, he gives him a promotion … 
after promotion, after promotion, after promotion, after promotion, and Joseph finds 
himself literally living the dream.  I don’t know if you’ve ever seen VH-1.  They have this 
show called “The Fabulous Life Of Donald Trump, The Fabulous Life Of Oprah”.  It was 
literally like the fabulous life of Joseph.  I mean, he had anything and everything that 
you could imagine right at his hands.  He had pools and gardens, and he was eating 
filet mignon, and he was drinking wine.  If he was having some friends over to the 



house, he’d pick up the phone, say, “Hey, Bono, what’s going on?  Just seeing if you 
and the Edge wanted to come over and sing some tunes for us.”  I mean, he really was 
connected, okay?  So, you’ve got that whole piece going on.  Over here, you’ve got the 
rich guy’s wife, and she is checking Joseph out.  She’s like, “Man, Joe’s looking hot 
tonight.”  Okay?  And so she keeps trying to come on to Joseph and throw some moves 
on Joseph, and he leaves, but she catches him by himself, all right?  And so, here it 
goes.  She’s trying to throw some moves on him.  She’d been watching little Desperate 
Housewives, or something like that, and she was getting a little hot and bothered, okay?  
And Joseph comes in, handsome guy, she grabs him.  She’s like, “This is my moment,”  
and she grabs him and he jerks away from her, and then she jerks him, and he jerks 
away again and pulls his shirt off, and he turns around and looks at her, and he says, 
“You know what?  I’m not going to do this to God,” and he leaves. She’s standing there 
with his shirt in the air, she calls for the police, and man, it’s just like an episode out of 
“Cops”.  They rush in.  They grab him.  They throw him down, frisk him, cuff him, and 
throw him in prison.  So, I see all of this going down in this story, and I’m asking, 
“Where’s God?”  Okay?  You’ve got this guy, right?  And he’s committed to God.  What 
happens?  He gets beat up by his brothers.  You’ve got this guy, who’s obedient to God, 
really trying to follow God, really trying to talk to Him.  What happens?  He gets falsely 
accused and thrown into prison, right?  Where is God?  This is good.  The story keeps 
going.  Okay?  Genesis 39, we learn where God is.  It said, “While Joseph was there in 
prison, the Lord was with him.”  So, God was with him while he was in prison.  “He 
showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the 
warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made 
responsible for all that was done there.”  So again, you see Joseph starting to get 
promotion after promotion after promotion.  “The warden paid no attention to anything 
under Joseph’s care.”  Here we go, “because the Lord was with Joseph.”  I want you to 
say this with me at all of our campuses.  “The Lord was with Joseph.”  Okay, one more 
time.  “The Lord was with Jsoeph and gave him success in whatever he did.”   
 
Here’s the thing.  God was present in Joseph’s pain, right in the middle of it.  So many 
of us think that if God is with us, then He is going to send us a check in the mail.  We 
are going to be able to pay off all our bills, then God has moved.  Or, if your marriage is 
struggling, we think that God is only with us if He puts us back together.  You say, “Yes, 
God has moved,” but what we see is God moving in a completely different way in 
Joseph’s life.  He doesn’t take the pain away; instead, here’s what he does, is He enters 
right into the middle of the pain with Joseph, right into it. He moves into the 
abandonment.  He moves into the false accusations.  He moves into prison, and He 
doesn’t remove the pain; but instead, what He does is, He picks Joseph up above the 
pain so that his life and actions aren’t ruled and dicated by the pain in his life.  It’s the 
first point in our notes.  I want you to know, LifeChurch, that God is present in your pain.  
I can’t even imagine the monstrous situations that are going on at all of our campuses 
right now.  Maybe it’s abandoment.  Maybe you feel like God has abandoned you.  
Maybe you’ve been abandoned by family.  Maybe you’ve been abandoned by friends.  
We have people right now that are listening, and you’ve been abandoned by your 
spouse and you’re asking the question, “Does God really work?”  Maybe it’s not 
abandonment.  Maybe you’re a victim.  Maybe you’re a victim of gossip.  Maybe you’re 



a victim of just struggling with physical health limitations.  Maybe it’s not that at all.  
Maybe it’s abuse.  You are listening right now, and you’ve been verbally abused by your 
father.  You are having a hard time bouncing back from it.  Maybe it’s physical abuse by 
someone that’s been close to you, or maybe it’s sexual abuse.  There is a lot of pain, 
and there is a lot of disappointment.  LifeChurch, I want you to know that God is with 
you in your pain.  It may seem like He’s silent.  It may seem like He’s not there.  Again, 
Hebrews 13:5, God says, “I will never leave you, and I will never forsake you.”  God is 
present in your pain.   
 
So, what happens next?  What happens to our wonderful boy, Joseph?  He’s in prison, 
right?  Well, the president of Egypt has a dream and a vision.  He’s looking for 
somebody to interpret it.  He hears that there’s this guy by the name of Joseph in jail 
that knows how to interpret dreams.  He goes and gets him.  Joseph shows up in front 
of him, and he says, “Hey, Joseph, I hear that you can interpret dreams.  Is that right?”  
he says, “No, I can’t, but God can do it through me,” so the president says, “Here’s my 
dream.”  Joseph looks at him and says, “Here is what it means.  God is saying that 
Egypt, the greatest nation on the face of the earth, is going to have seven years of 
prosperity.  Everything they touch is going to turn to gold.”  He says, “As soon as those 
seven years are over, boom!  Famine is going to hit for seven years.  The ground is 
going to be cursed.  You’ve got to be ready for it.”  Those of you that are from the MTV 
generation, let me translate this.  This means that there is going to be seven years of 
bling bling, followed by seven years of ghetto living.  Now, everybody knows what that 
means.  Right?  We’ve got to, you know, we’ve got a cross generational thing going on 
here.  We’ve got to translate to everybody.  So, the president looks at him and says, 
“Hey, great Joseph.  You interpreted the dream, you’re the guy in charge.  He says, “I 
want you to make sure that we are ready for those seven years of famine.”  Joseph sits 
down, signs the contracts, take the job … Literally, Joseph is Joseph Trump.  He’s the 
most powerful man in Egypt.  Man, he starts negotiating all these agricultural contracts 
with all these agricultural farms.  He empowers the Farmers Union and creates these 
strategic partnerships.  Everybody’s working together.  Seven years of prosperity, our 
bling is over.  Here comes ghetto living, and they are ready.  Joseph’s done his work.  
Famine hits.  People are hungry.  They have no food.  They start coming to the food 
line.  Joseph is handing out food to people, looks at one guy, says, “Man, I recognize 
this guy.”  He looks at the next guy, says, “Man, I recognize him, and I recognize him, 
and I recognize him.  Who are these guys?” and he takes a step back, and boom, it hits 
him.  He’s like, “These are my brothers.  These are the punks that sold me out thirteen 
years ago.”  Man, I couldn’t handle being Joseph right now.  I mean, I would be like, 
“Yeah, you want some food?  You know, here’s a toothbrush in my toilet, and then 
scrubbing.  I’d love to give you some food if you’d come work for me for a while,” and I 
don’t know if I could handle that.  And so, what Joseph does, he starts asking them 
questions.  He’s like, “You got a dad?”  They’re like, “Yeah,” so, “You got any brothers?” 
“Yeah.”  “How many?”  He says, “Had eleven.”  He’s like, “What do you mean ‘had 
eleven’?”  “Well, one of them died.”  He’s like, “Oh, yeah?  Really?  Where is he at?”  
And they’re like, “Well, you know, these wolves …” and he’s thinking, “Yeah, that’s what 
you’re telling them, huh?  A pack of wild wolves got him.”  So, he couldn’t handle the 
masquerade any more.  He pulls back and he says, “I need you guys in my chambers 



now.”  Man, they were scared to death.  All these guys went back there, says, “What 
does this guy want with us?  What is he going to do to us?”  The Bible tells us Joseph 
goes back into his inner chambers, falls to his knees, and weeps.  Absolute brokenness 
because of the pain that had gone on in his life.  He stands up, walks out, goes into his 
room, looks his brothers right in the eye, and he says, “I want you to know that it’s me, 
Joseph, your brother, the one that you abandoned thirteen years ago.”  Silence.  Man, 
can you imagine how scared these guys were?  So, here is what happens.  Genesis, 
chapter 50.  It says, “His brothers came and threw themselves down before him.  ‘We 
are your slaves,’ they said,” and I’m thinking, “You’re darn right, you are.  Man, he’s got 
you right here!”  “But Joseph said to them,” this is awesome right here.  He says, “Don’t 
be afraid.  Am I in the place of God?  You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”   
 
Man, basically, Joseph looks at them and says, “Man, get up.  I am in the place of God.  
Everything that you meant for harm for me, God meant it for good.”  That’s the second 
thing in our TalkNotes that I want you to look at is, God has a purpose in your pain.  
God had a purpose in Joseph’s pain.  I want you to just think through this with me, 
okay?  If Joseph wouldn’t have been abandoned by his brothers, if he wouldn’t have 
gone into slavery, if he wouldn’t have been thrown into prison, he wouldn’t have 
interpreted the president’s dream, then he wouldn’t have been made the most powerful 
man in Egypt, then he wouldn’t have been there to save the entire race, the entire 
nation of Egypt, and he wouldn’t have been there to save his own brothers’ lives, who 
thirteen years earlier sold him out.  There was a purpose, a strategic plan, a purpose in 
Joseph’s pain that was orchestrated by God.  I want you to know that God has a 
purpose in your pain.  You say, “Chris, I can’t see it.  Things are so traumatic right now, 
I can’t see what that purpose would be.”  Romans 8:28 says that, “God works all things 
for good for those that love Him and are called to His purpose.”  LifeChurch, at all of our 
campuses, I want you to know that when God created you, He meant something, that 
God has a God-sized purpose for you, and that God is going to take all of your pain and 
all of your suffering and all of your trauma in your life, and He is going to turn it all 
around for good, because there is a purpose in your pain.  It’s not for nothing.   
 
Right now, I want you to meet a young lady that’s made an impact on my life.  She’s a 
member here at LifeChurch.tv, and she understands what it means to have a purpose in 
your pain.   
 
[video]  It was Thanksgiving day in 1988 and my family and I were travelling to Atlanta, 
Georgia, to visit grandparents and I was laying down on the van, not buckled in, talking 
to my sister, who was a passenger seat and my aunt, laying down talking.  And my 
mom said, “Honey, you know we never travel head-first.  You need to turn around.  In 
case there’s an accident, we never travel head-first.  Less than three minutes, we had a 
headon collision with a drunk driver going the wrong way on the interstate.  He had 
entered on the exit ramp and hit our van head on.  At that moment, it all seemed like a 
dream.  I just heard screaming and tires screeching, and then there was this huge crash 
and I passed out.  From then they had to take me into surgery to see if there was any 
artery damage, or just see if that was the extent of it.  That was the first of nine 



surgeries of them coming back and saying, “I’m sorry.  The blood supply was cut off at 
your kneecap.  We’re trying to get it back going, but your foot and your ankle are 
starting to die.  Rich Mullins’ song, “Our God is an awesome God,” had just come out on 
the radio and it was playing as I fell asleep, and I just felt this overwhelming peace 
come over me that this, everything was going to be okay.  Whatever it was, it was going 
to be okay, and I woke up from the nap and I said, “Mom, that’s it.  I want to have an 
amputation.  I want them to amputate my right leg so I can get on with my life.”  I had 
this overwhelming peace that only you can explain through God, that this was the right 
choice, and I remember being pretty doped up all weekend, and then Monday morning, 
it was time to go to surgery, and the guy who came down to wheel me out to surgery 
had forgot my paperwork.  All my family was laying around in the hospital room, just 
kind of waiting.  It was a very, very awkward moment.  He’d forgotten the paperwork, 
which stalled it a little bit longer, so in the quietness, my mom flipped on the radio to 
break the silence, and they were playing the song, “Our God Is An Awesome God” by 
Rich Mullins, and I knew from that time on that God was going to be with me through 
this journey, whether there were tears, whether there was pain, whether there was joy, 
whatever, but I knew that this was the right decision.  As I am sitting here today, if I 
could go back to when I was sixteen and maybe we would have taken a detour and 
gone a different highway, I wouldn’t chose it any different.  I am thankful that the 
situation that I’m in, or the physical situation, has allowed me to share Christ in a little 
different style.  Looking back, God didn’t let me down, and I’m just thankful that I’m 
choosing not to let Him down through my circumstance.   
 
[Chris]  If Jody wouldn’t have been in that accident, she wouldn’t have had her leg 
amputated.  If she wouldn’t have had her leg amputated, God wouldn’t be using her to 
share her story to thousands.  If God didn’t use her to share her story, Jody and I would 
have never met.  If Jody and I wouldn’t have met, we wouldn’t have got married.  If we 
wouldn’t have got married, we wouldn’t have went to Steamboat.  We wouldn’t have met 
Craig.  I wouldn’t be here speaking to you today.  You wouldn’t have heard Jody’s story, 
and if you wouldn’t have heard Jody’s story ….  There’s many of you that will come to 
Christ because you heard her story.  I want you to know that there is a God-sized 
purpose that you can’t see in your pain.  Let’s pray. 
 
With every head bowed and every eye closed, we have people right now at all of our 
campuses, you’re here in Oklahoma City, you’re in Edmond, you’re in Stillwater, Tulsa, 
South Oklahoma City, and you feel like you have been let down by God.  You are 
asking the same question that my son asked, “I feel like God doesn’t really work,” and I 
don’t know what your situation is.  Maybe it is abandonment.  Maybe your marriage is 
struggling right now.  Maybe it is shattered dreams.  You are questioning where you are.  
You thought you would have been further along.  Maybe you and your husband have 
been trying to have a baby year after year.  It’s not happening and you’re so frustrated.  
Maybe you have raised your kids in a great way.  They’re not connected with God right 
now.  You’re let down that way.  Maybe it is abuse.  It’s a lot of situations, or maybe you 
live your life on the other side of that coin.  Maybe you are not the one suffering pain at 
all.  Maybe you’re the one that’s inflicting the pain.  Maybe you’ve abandoned 
somebody.  Maybe you’ve abused somebody.  Maybe you’ve victimized somebody.  



Regardless of the situation, we have people this very moment at all of our campuses, 
you have a relationship with God.  You feel like God’s grown silent.  You say, “Chris, I 
just need a fresh touch from God.  I just need God to be visible in my life once again.  
Maybe it’s healing you need.  Maybe it’s forgiveness that you need.  I want to pray for 
you right now.  So, you’re at one of our campuses at this very minute.  You need a fresh 
touch from God.  I want you to raise your hand.  I want you to raise it high and I want 
you to leave it up so I can see them, and so I can lock eyes with you and pray with you.  
There’s hands going up all over the room.   
 
“God, I just want to come to You right now.  You are the healer.  God, You can heal our 
pain and you can forgive our sins, and I just pray that You would do that in our lives.   
Just give us a fresh touch from You, God, please.  We so desperately want it.”   
 
While we are still praying, put your hands down.  I want every head down, and keep 
your eyes closed, because I want to talk to you for just another minute.  You’ve come 
here to LifeChurch and you’re just checking this God thing out, maybe even coming 
week after week after week.  Maybe it’s your second or third time, or maybe this is your 
very first experience with LifeChurch, and you’ve heard Craig in the past and you’ve 
heard me today talk about a relationship with God, and you say, “Chris, yes, man.  I 
want a relationship with God.  I want Him to take the pain.  I want Him to take all my sin 
away,” but you’re scared.  You say, “Chris, I want a relationship with God, but man, I am 
so scared because, if you only knew my past, God wouldn’t love me and God wouldn’t 
accept me.”  You say, “Chris, I want a relationship with God, but man, my life right now 
is a mess.”  Some of you say, “Chris, I want a relationship with God, but the pain’s too 
great.  Surely God can’t make a difference in my life,” but I want you to know the Bible 
tells us that God sent His only Son, His name is Jesus Christ, and He sent Him to this 
earth and He was sinless.  And He walked upon the face of this earth, and He came to 
take your pain.  He came to take your past.  He came to take your sin.  He came to take 
your lust.  He came to take your addictions.  He came to take it all, and He put them 
upon Himself, and He walked to the cross, and He was executed and died right there.  
And He died for you and He died for me.  I want you to know that Jesus stands before 
you today offering you a new heart and a new life, a heart that is pure and a life that is 
new.  All you have to do is ask God to forgive you of your sins and ask Him to come into 
your life.  Right now is your time.  You are sitting at one of our campuses.  You are 
listening.  You know that right now is the time that you are going to give your life to God, 
so at all of our campuses right now, you want to ask God to forgive you of your sins, 
raise your hands right now.  Raise your hands.  I see a hand right here.  Thank you so 
much.  We have a bunch of hands right here.  I want you to know, God’s going to heal 
your pain.  Yes, thank you so much.  God’s going to forgive you of your sins.  Back 
here.  Thank you so much.  God’s going to forgive you of your sins.  God’s going to take 
your pain, sir.  I want you to know that.  Hands going up all over.  Thank you, ma’am.  I 
see that hand.  Welcome into the family of God, ma’am.  God loves you so much.  
God’s going to heal you.  Back here.  God’s going to take your pain.  Just ask Jesus to 
come into your life.  We have a hand back here.  Thank you so much, sir.  Right here, 
ma’am.  I thank you so much for raising your hand.  Hands going up all over the place.  
Right back here.  Thank you so much.  Right up here in front.  I see those hands.  God’s 



coming into your life right here.  You are going to experience healing.  God is going to 
take your pain.  He’s going to come into your life.  Hand back there in the very back.  
Thank you so much.  Welcome to the family of God.  I see a hand back here in the 
back.  Thank you so much.  Thank you so much.  Right now is your time.  Hands back 
here still going up.  You say, “Chris, man, I’ve been thinking about this for a long time.  I 
want to ask God to come into my life.  I’m scared, but I want Him to forgive my sins.”  
Raise your hands.  Thank you so much.  Thank you so much.   
 
We are going to pray together, and when we are done praying, man, I want God to hear 
us up in Heaven as I want us to shake His world.  When we’re done praying, let’s praise 
God.   
 
LifeChurch, everybody pray with me.  Repeat after me:  “Dear Jesus, I’m sorry.  Forgive 
me of my sins.  I believe You are the Son of God.  Will you come into my life?  Make me 
new.  Forgive me for my sins, and thank you for healing me and coming into my life.  In 
Jesus’ name.  Amen.”   
 

All right, Oklahoma City … [clapping]   

 


