
 
Let Down #1 

 
[Video]   
Well, at all of our campuses, I welcome you to week number one of the series called 
“Let Down”.  Next week, we will deal with a topic that may impact you or somebody you 
know.  What do you do when you feel like God has let you down?  You prayed for 
something and it didn’t come to pass, or you find yourself in a situation.  You are 
wondering, “Where is God in this?”  That is next week.   
Today, we are going to deal with relational letdowns.  How do you handle when 
someone lets you down?  What do you do when you put your trust in someone and you 
end up, instead, hurt and letdown?  Before we start today in God’s word, I’ll tell you a 
true story that happened a while back.  It was a Saturday afternoon, and I was 
preparing to preach for the weekend, and some guy knocked on my front door.  I went 
and answered the door, and this young kid was there all excited, and he started to 
witness to me, kind of sharing his faith.  And I thought, “This is pretty cool.  Here’s a 
young kid, evidently going door-to-door, knocking on the door to tell people about 
Jesus, and I was kind of bored.  I had some time on my hands, so I thought to myself, 
“I’ll just kind of let the play out.  I’ll see if this kid’s any good.  You know, let him go 
ahead and witness to me, and so I’ll just watch him,” and he started into it and I was 
thinking, “He’s doing a pretty good job,” and he was going on and on, and finally I 
thought, “You know, I can’t do this any more.  I feel bad.  I feel guilty.”  I said, “I’ve got to 
tell you something.  I am a committed follower of Christ, and you’re doing a great job, 
but I just had to tell you that.  He said, “Oh, wow!  This is great!”  He just was so excited.  
He said, “Tell me.”  He goes, “I want you to come to church with me this week, and 
would you come to church with me?”  And so I had to confess a little more.  I said, 
“Well, honestly, I’m pretty involved at my church.  I’ve got a lot of responsibilities there.”  
He said, “Well, what church do you go to?” and I said, “Well, I go to this church called 
LifeChurch,” and all of a sudden his countenance changed.  Everything about him 
changed, and he looked different, and I said, “Well, what’s the matter?  Did I say 
something?” and he leaned in, and in true story he said, “My pastor says that the pastor 
of LifeChurch doesn’t preach the truth.”  Oh … ah … you think you’re moaning, I’m like, 
“You better witness to me again, because I’m about to lose my salvation about right 
now.”  And so, I sent him with a little love message back for his pastor to tell him my 
perspective on it, and I walked away from that conversation honestly stung.  My heart 
sank with pain that, not only as Christ followers we would take shots at each other, but 
as ministers in the same town that we would find it necessary to criticize one another.  
That’s really a minor letdown in the whole scheme of things.   
Some of you right now, you are dealing with some major relational letdowns.  There are 
those of you at all of our campuses in crowds this size that you grew up with some 
major shaping moments in your life, and unfortunately, they were shaped toward the 
negative.  Surely, there were some of you that had authority figures, people that you 
looked up to that were abusive to you.  Many, really sexually abused.  Some physically.  



Some emotionally.  Some, even spiritually abused.  Some of you, you trusted another 
person with all of your heart.  You believed them at their word and then they betrayed 
you.  I know so many people today that are experiencing rejection.  You believed that 
someone would be there for you and then, they just simply weren’t.  I know kids who 
feel abandoned.  I know parents right now who are aching with pain, because they 
raised their children one way, and then their children decided to reject those ways, and 
now the parents are looking on hurting, saying, “Why are you doing this to your life?”  
Some of you, perhaps, you were in a time of need.  You needed someone to be there 
for you and no one even called, and you start to wonder, “Who can I trust?  I open up 
and people hurt me.  I try to live my life purely and people criticize me.”  Many of us live 
with relational letdowns.  The sad thing is, and I wish that this wasn’t true, but it seems 
that those who call themselves Christians can be as fierce at letting down others as 
those who are not Christians, and I don’t know if it is because our standard would be 
higher for Christ followers, or if Christ followers just at the end of the day aren’t that 
much different.   
As we talk about letdowns today, I want to start by thinking about the life of Jesus.  If 
you remember, Jesus is the sinless Son of God, who never sinned against God and 
never did anything against another person; and yet, even though He was completely 
faultless in every way, He consistently experienced relational letdowns from people 
everywhere that He went.  It’s odd to me that when you look at the Gospels, when you 
look at Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – all through those Gospels, I can’t find one 
single instance of it being recorded that Jesus either smiled or laughed.  Now, I’m 
certain that He did, but it’s never recorded in scripture that He did.  And yet, you can 
find over and over again Jesus agonizing in relational pain, people letting Him down, 
people betraying Him, people hurting Him.  If you look at the Old Testament, there is a 
well-known prophecy about the life of Jesus, and this can help give you a glimpse of 
what He experienced.  At all of our campuses and experiences, would you help me out 
with Isaiah chapter 53 and verse 3?  It was prophesied of Jesus that He was what?  
Would you say it aloud?  “He was despised,” and what?  “And rejected by men.”  He 
was literally hated by many people.  “Despised and rejected, he was a man of,” what?  
“A man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering,” the Bible says.  “Like one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”  You think about 
Jesus.  Perfect and sinless in every way, and He was despised and hated by people.  
Think about what He went through.  He was criticized and called a heretic.  Some said 
that He was demon possessed.  Some said that He was a drunk, and He was a glutton.  
They said of Jesus that He was a false prophet.  He was … His friends said that they 
would be there for Him, but instead, they were not.  Judas, one of His closest, betrayed 
Him, sold out for financial gain, and then scripture says, “betrayed him with a kiss,” and 
if you read the Greek language of one of the Gospels, it literally says he kissed him 
again and again and again, as it was common for a student to kiss their rabbi … 
betrayed him with multiple kisses.  Now, when I put myself in Jesus’ shoes, at some 
point, I would probably be drawing a line and saying, “You know what?  I’ll take a little 
bit, but You have gone way too far.  I can’t take it anymore.  Here I am.  I’m coming to 
help You, and over and over again, you reject Me.  You criticize Me.  You abuse Me.  
You want to kill Me,” and somewhere in my moment of anger, I would then remember 
that I had supernatural power!  You see what I’m thinking?  I’m looking.  Next time 



somebody mouths off, “Poof!  You’ve got hemorrhoids!  Poof!  Now you’ve got diarrhea!  
Ha, ha, ha.  Take that!  Don’t mess with Me again.”  Right?  I mean, I know that’s not 
what you want to hear from your pastor, but that’s kind of what goes on in my mind.   
The problem is, when people let us down, we can slip into very easily sinful behavior.  In 
fact, I’ve listed in your notes four dangerous results of relational letdowns, and some of 
you might find yourself in one of these four categories.  The first dangerous result of 
relational letdowns is that we can get a hard heart.  You know what I am talking about.  
Someone hurts you and you say, “Well, forget that.  I’m never trusting that person 
again.”  Or, sometimes we write off a lot of people.  “I’m going to wall up.  I’m going to 
keep people at a safe distance.  I’m not going to let people in.  You’re not going get to 
know the real me.  I’m going to be safe and guard against ever getting hurt again,” and I 
know a lot of people living at this moment with a hard heart.  Another dangerous result 
is a prideful spirit, and you know what that is, where we look at someone else and say, 
“Yeah, they’re no good.  I would never do anything like that.  I would never sink so low 
as that sinful, pathetic person, who deserves to burn in hell, where the worm never dies 
and there’s weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  Prideful spirit.   
Another dangerous result is what I call justified sin.  Now, in reality, there’s no such 
thing as justified sin, but when someone else lets us down, we like to pretend, 
occasionally, like it’s okay for us to do this, because they let us down.  For instance, 
maybe at work, we don’t get paid what we think we deserve, and we were overlooked 
for a promotion, so we feel it’s justified, maybe, to fake out an expense report and take 
a little bit more.  I’ve known a lot of men who’ve said, “You know what?  My wife is just 
not meeting my needs, so therefore, I’m going to look at some things I maybe shouldn’t 
look at.”  And they justified their sin in that way.  Or maybe someone gossiped about 
you, and you think, “You know what?  I’ve got some dirt on them, so by golly, I’m going 
to talk about them.”  Or maybe everyone around you is cheating at something, and at 
first, you feel letdown.  “Well, that’s not fair.  They’re cheating.  Well, if everybody else is 
cheating, then by golly, I’m going to cheat as well.”   
Dangerous results of relational letdowns.  The fourth thing is, and this is where many 
people live, they sink into a revengeful attitude.  Revenge, and you may not actually act 
out, but when something bad happens to someone who hurts you, you sit back quietly 
and say, “Oh, yeah.  God’s leveling the playing field right now.  They’re getting what’s 
coming to them.”  I had a revengeful attitude take over several years ago when we were 
working with this church board, who was trying to decide if we were, if Amy and I were 
actually called to ministry or not.  And they were saying, you know, some stuff.  Well, 
someone criticized Amy.  Okay?  You can criticize me, but don’t criticize somebody I 
love.  So, I snapped.  I couldn’t do anything in this meeting, but I just thought, “I’ve got 
to get them back.”  I didn’t know what to do, so I went outside where all their cars were 
parked.  I went across the street to the convenience store, bought a pack of gum, 
chewed gum and went and put it right by their car doors, so that when they would lock 
up their car door, they would get it stuck on gum.  [laughter]  That’s pretty scary, isn’t it?  
Your pastor did that.  What is scarier is that you’re here listening to that kind of sick 
mind today.  But anyway, that’s just a dangerous result of a relational letdown.  The sad 
thing is, many people today are living with a heart that is far from God and far from 
God’s people.  We are living with an unresolved hurt.  So, what do we do?  Well, in my 



life, I have adopted two prayers that literally have helped everything from my marriage, 
my friendships, and helped empower ministry to be much better.  This is a Readers 
Digest version of my prayers.  First prayer is this.  If you’re taking notes, write this down.  
“God help me, number one, God help me to live with thicker skin.”  At all of our 
experiences, would all of you say that?  “God, help me,” to what?  “God, help me to live 
with thicker skin.”  In fact, it’s illustrated well in Proverbs 19:11.  The Bible says that, “A 
man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to,” do what?  Would you say that 
aloud?  “It is to his glory to overlook an offense.”  It is to a person’s glory to overlook.  
The Hebrew word for overlook is the word abar.  Everybody say “abar”.  It’s spelled just 
like it sounds, just like a candy bar without the candy in it.  It’s a bar, and literally, what 
that word means, it means to pass over.  It is to a person’s glory to rise above an 
offense, to pass over or to overlook an offense.  So many of us, I am convinced, are 
way too easily offended.  Some people, I am convinced, like to be offended.  They have 
the gift of being a victim.  They are constantly watching for someone to let them down, 
and when they do, they’ll quickly build a case against them.  “Oh, yeah, I knew I couldn’t 
trust them because of this,” and literally, I think people are deciding to be miserable, 
deciding to short circuit their relationships because they’re way too easily offended.  
“You know, they didn’t even call me back for a whole day, and it took them six hours to 
return my email,” and “I walked right by that person and they didn’t even say anything, 
and after all, I had my hair done … and they didn’t even notice that I had my hair done, 
and they took my parking space and they walked around acting like they’re all hot when 
they’re really not … and what about me?”  Easily offended.  Choosing to be miserable.  I 
ask myself, “What would it be like if Jesus was easily offended?”  If Jesus was thin 
skinned and overly sensitive, I’ll tell you right now, He could not have completely fulfilled 
the will of God.   He couldn’t have, and neither can we if we are living our life for the 
opinions of others and not for the opinion of God.  Jesus, so He preaches a sermon on 
the mount.  Imagine Him thin skinned and sensitive.  He gets through.  He leans over to 
His disciples and says, “Di, di, did I do okay?  Was that a good talk?  Affirm Me.  What, 
was I funny?  Was that sort of … was it funny?  Did they like … Do you think I was too 
hard on them?  Will they come back?”   
Imagine Jesus.  He feeds the five thousand with a miraculous meal, and afterwards, He 
says, “Forget it.  I’m never doing that again,” and His disciples look at Him.  “Why not, 
Jesus?”  He goes, “Do you know, not a single person sent Me a thank you note.  Forget 
them!  They can feed themselves next time.  I’m done, and these Pharisees, I can’t take 
them a minute longer.  They’re just so mean.  Everywhere I go, they criticize everything 
I do.  I just can’t take it anymore.  I’m taking my ball and going home.”  Imagine if Jesus 
was thin skinned.  He would not be able to completely fulfill the will of God for His life, 
and some of us, we are distracted when people … some of the things I think offend me 
that I easily get upset about that I should abar, that I should overlook, are things that 
other people don’t even intend at all.  They’ve got their mind on things that I’m just 
overly sensitive.  What did Jesus say?  If someone strikes you on the cheek, what are 
you to do?  Take it to heart and whine and cry and talk bad about them and hit them 
back?  No!  What did He say?  “Turn the other cheek.”  He said, “If you go into a town 
and they don’t receive you there,” what do you do?  He said, “You dust your feet off and 
you go on.”  You don’t carry the hurt.  You don’t build a case against them.  You dust it 
off and you go on.  It is to a person’s glory to abar, to overlook, to rise above an offense.   



Here’s a couple thicker thoughts that may help you.  Thicker thoughts.  The first one is 
this.  Understand and embrace the truth that people will let you down, so stop hoping 
that they won’t.  It’s as true as can be.  People are going to let you down, so stop hoping 
that they won’t.  My four-year-old Sam, I love him with all my heart.  I call him Cruncher, 
because he crunches everything.  I’ve been trying to get some affection out of this kid.  
He’s so snuggly with his mama, but not with his daddy.  I say, “Cruncher, what’s your 
favorite thing to do with mama?”  “Hug and kiss her.”  “What’s your favorite thing to do 
with daddy?”  “Hit him,” you know.  I mean, I’m going for some affection.  Finally, one 
day out of the blue, he comes up and he says, “Daddy, I’m ready to give you a kiss.”  
I’m like, “Thank you.”  He said, “Daddy, close your eyes.”  I close my eyes and the next 
thing you know, he hits me on the side of the head with a baseball bat and laughs his 
head off.  [laughter]   
People are going to let you down, so stop hoping they won’t.  I had a friend who said, 
“Craig, you’re my only friend who never let me down.”  Guess what I did.  I let him down.  
I didn’t mean to.  It wasn’t intentional, but I hurt him deeply.  I let him down.  People will 
let you down, so stop hoping that they won’t.   
Second thicker thought is this.  People can’t meet your needs, so stop hoping they will.  
People are not designed to meet your needs.  God is.  Nowhere in scripture does it say 
to trust in people with all our heart.  Everywhere in scripture it says to trust in God with 
all our heart, put all our faith in Him, let Him be the one that affirms you, the one that 
builds you, the one that gives you security.  Stop trying to find that in the wrong place.  
Look at what scripture says.  I Corinthans 4:12-13, help me out at all of our campuses, 
the Bible says a thicker skin, “When we are cursed,” rather than being offended and 
living in a pity party, what are we, instead, to do?  “When we are cursed, we bless; 
when we are persecuted,” what do we do?  “We endure it; when we are slandered,” 
what do we do?  “We answer kindly.”  Instead of being overcome by evil, instead, we 
overcome evil with good.  “God, help me to live with a thicker skin.”  Now, our second 
prayer is equally, or even more important.  The second one is this.  “God, help me to 
love with a softer heart.  Help me to love with a softer heart.”  I am convinced that your 
potential level of effectiveness in this world hinges on what you do with these two 
thoughts.  If you have thin skin, you will not rise to higher levels of leadership.  The 
higher you go in leadership and influence, the more people will criticize you and the 
thicker skin you need.  As you rise in influence, you will need thicker skin, and at the 
same time, you will need a softer heart, because you lose your heart for God, you lose 
your heart for people, and you lose all real effectiveness.  What is God’s word summed 
up?  A guy asked Jesus one time, “Jesus, of all the commands, what is the most 
important?” and Jesus said, “Are you ready for this?  Here it is.  It all boils down to this.  
The most important thing is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your mind, 
all your soul, and all your strength.  And the second most important thing is incredibly 
close to the first, and that is love your neighbors as yourself.   
Love.  Love.  As Christ followers, we should have the biggest heart for people and God, 
and yet, some people I know, who call themselves Christ followers, are the most 
guarded, protected, and lacking intimacy people that I have ever met in my life.  Jesus.  
If anyone had an excuse to harden his heart and close off, He did, and yet, He 
continued on the track to the cross to give the ultimate gift, His life.  When mankind was 



at his worst, the Son of God was at His best.  In the middle of the biggest relational 
abuse and letdown we find in scripture, Jesus praised this on the cross.  Luke 23:24, 
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  God, 
forgive them.  Jesus is our model, our Savior, our Lord, and we are to live as He does.   
I am going to talk real openly.  I have, in different seasons of life and ministry, I’ve 
battled with kind of a habit of hard heart, and one time in particular, and I tell this story 
with permission and blessing from my sister.  It was one of the most painful times, 
literally, in my family’s life.  My little sister, who was just an incredible girl, uh, we grew 
up in a small town, and there was a school teacher, that for years and years, 
unbeknown to the parents in the community, was taking advantage of little girls, little 
girls, little girls, and my sister was one of many that this sick man molested.  I was in 
college when I found out, and this guy had actually been sort of the friend of our family, 
so I had a relationship him.  When I found out, hate is a word that doesn’t even come 
close to describing the emotions that I felt for this man.  Hate doesn’t even come close, 
and I came to a serious point of a dilemma not too long after that, because I became a 
follower of Christ.  And scripture confronted me face to face that I am to forgive as I 
have been forgiven.  And I will tell you right now, I wasn’t forgiving.  Nothing in me.  No 
way.  How do you forgive that?  Well, this guy, oddly enough, he had a very serious 
disease and his health was going downhill fast.  He got to a place where he was in his 
home, preparing to die, and this was a couple of years into my process with God that 
God showed me I needed to forgive this guy.  I wish could tell you it just happened like 
that (snap) “Boom!  I forgive him,” but it wasn’t.  It was a couple of year battle, and while 
this guy was dying, I wrote him a letter that was the most difficult letter I have ever 
written, and I told him on behalf of my family, we agreed that we have forgiven him and 
that he needed to make peace with God and the only way he could was through God’s 
Son, Jesus Christ.  So I sent him this letter, and his nurse, who was there caring for 
him, read it to him because, at the time, he was blind and his nurse started crying and 
crying and she said, “I don’t know about you, but if this stuff is real, I’m going to pray this 
prayer” (that I put in the note), and she knelt down on the side of the bed.  She told me 
later, and she prayed the prayer, and this man prayed the prayer, as well.  He will be in 
Heaven one day.  There’s nothing in him that deserves that.  Nothing.  I will spend 
eternity in Heaven one day.  And guess what?  There’s nothing in me that deserves 
that, as well.  Nothing.   
Those of you that feel called to ministry, there’s a lot of pain.  It is my great honor to 
endure it and to let my heart grow bigger and softer for people.  When in other seasons 
I was in danger of it growing smaller and harder.  There are those of you today, you 
need to have a holy encounter with a holy God.  There is a relational struggle, a 
letdown, that’s been haunting you for a long time.  Today is the day that you deal with it.  
Some of you need heart surgery, and the good news is, we are in the presence of the 
Great Physician.  Scripture says, Ezekiel 36:26, those of you that need a new heart, 
God says, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you 
your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”  What do we do when we are 
letdown?  By the power of God, we will abar.  We will rise above the little distracting 
things that could keep us from doing the will of God.  We will live with thicker skin, and 
at the same time, the presence of a God who is love, we will love with a softer heart.  



Those of you today that your heart needs some work in the presence of a holy God, let 
Him give you what only He can give, and that is His kind of new heart.   
At all of our campuses, would you join me for a few moments of prayer?  Let’s pray 
together.  “God, we ask in Your holy presence that You would do a work that only You 
can do today.”  As you are wrestling today with God’s word, at all of our campuses, 
chances are most of you are dealing with one or two issues.  Most of you, many of you 
would say, “You know what?  I am way too stinking sensitive.  I’m distracted.  People let 
me down and it hurts, and I dwell on things that really don’t matter.  I’m overly sensitive.  
Let me make you a promise.  If you are overly sensitive, you will not be able to fulfill 
God’s perfect will.  You will be sidetracked by people.  You will invest energy in the 
wrong places rather than in the right places.  Maybe your prayer is, “God, help me to 
have thicker skin.”  Others of you, you are in the middle right now of a swirl of all sorts of 
emotions.  Some of you, you’ve been let down by somebody and there’s hatred in your 
heart.  There’s unforgiveness.  Some of you, you’ve got kind of the deep wounds, the 
kind that my sister carries, maybe unrelated, but they are deep wounds and they hurt, 
and I’m not going to tell you for a minute that it shouldn’t hurt.  It should.  There’s also a 
holy God who is in the business of making broken things whole, taking broken hearts 
and making them new, taking hard hearts and breaking them wide open so that He can 
make them new.   
Those of you today that may be dealing with some relational issues, it could be that you 
are just, your skin is just too thin.  It could be that you’ve got a strained marriage.  It 
could be that you are not in a strong relationship with your mom, your dad, or your 
children.  It could be that someone hurt you and you are carrying a serious grudge.  It 
could be a deep wound, something that seriously impacted your life and God is showing 
you today is the day to deal with it.  It could be something else I haven’t mentioned.  
God knows.  If today, you would simply say, “Craig, would you just pray for me?  Pray 
for me in an area of relational healing.  I want God to touch me.  I want Him to do His 
work on my heart.”  At all of our campuses, if you just say, “Would you please pray for 
me today?” would you lift up your hands all over the rooms, all over the places?  Hands 
going up all over.   
“God, I pray in Your presence that You would do Your own divine and very specific 
work.  God, I thank You that You know the details of what every person is facing.  We 
submit our hearts to You, God.  God, first of all, we pray that we will be more like Christ 
and not let people’s opinions slow us down or the little things distract us, but we would 
be focused, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the author and the perfecter of our faith.  God, 
give us thicker skin.  God, at the same time, for those who’s hearts maybe have grown 
hard or cold, we pray today that You’d break our hearts wide open, that Your presence, 
Your goodness would give us a new heart.  God, for those who look on and say, ‘There 
is no way I could forgive,’ I pray that we would see Your forgiveness of us, and You 
would love us into a point of being able to forgive others.  God, I pray for those with 
those deep wounds.  I pray that in Your presence, You, God, You would be enough.  
Your grace would be sufficient, that in our complete and utter dependence and 
weakness, that Your strength would be made perfect for us.  God, I pray for marriages 
that are hanging by a thread.  I pray forgiveness and healing and wholeness.  God, I 
pray for relationships between children and their parents, siblings, other Christ 



followers, I pray for divine healing.  God, even though we can’t control what others do or 
don’t do, we submit our hearts to You, and we ask that You would make our hearts 
well.” 
As you continue to pray today, I think it’s sad how many times people write God off 
because of the way Christians act, but it happens all of the time.  “So-and-so Christian 
did something.  Forget God.  Forget the church.  Screw all those people.”  You know, a 
lot of people live there.  There’s some of you, maybe your heart’s grown cold toward 
God because of something a person did to you.  People will let you down.  Stop hoping 
they won’t.  God never will.  God never will.  He’s the only one that will never, ever let 
you down.  Why is that?  Because He is love.  That’s what He is.  That’s the essence of 
God.  He is love.  He is so much love, scripture says that He loved the world so much 
He sent His Son, Jesus.  The ultimate act of love, God became one of us.  God became 
a living human being in the form of His Son, Jesus, who lived without sin, and died for 
us.  While we were mocking Him, our sin led Him to the cross.  He did it for us so that 
we could be forgiven, so that we could be made new, so that then we could do what we 
were created to do, and that is to love God with all of our hearts, and to love people with 
that same kind of love.  It’s pretty simple.  Do you have that kind of love?  Does God 
have your whole heart? 
 
There are those of you, maybe your heart’s grown cold toward God.  Today, He will 
crack your heart open and fill it with His love.  What do you do?  Call out on His name.  
Call out on His Son, Jesus.  Say, “Jesus, forgive me.”  At that moment you do, when 
you invite Jesus to be first in your life, every sin you’ve ever committed, praise God, is 
completely forgiven.  You will become a brand new person.  All things are new in your 
life.  Give God your whole heart.  Say, “You be first.  Jesus, I want to follow You.  I want 
to serve You.  I want You to be everything to me.”  Those of you at all of our campuses 
that would say, “Today, God, You get my whole heart.  Jesus, be first.  I submit my 
heart to You as the Savior and the Lord of my life.  I believe You died for me so I could 
live for You.  Jesus, be first.  Change me.  Forgive me.  Make me new.  Take my whole 
heart.”  That’s your prayer, at all of our campuses, lift up your hands all over the rooms 
right now.  Just lift them up.  Let me meet you eye-to-eye, too.  Hands all over the place.  
Right here.  Ma’am, right here.  Sir, right here.  God bless you.  Sir, right over here.  
God bless you, as well, over here.  Keep your hands up.  Let me just find you eye-to-
eye.  I want to celebrate with you.  Ma’am, right here.  You, as well, God bless you.  
Here in the middle section.  Yes.  Sir, God bless you.  Right back here in this section.  
Thank you as you say yes.  Right over here.  God bless you.  Hang tight everybody.  
Right back over there.  Welcome into God’s family.  Submit your heart fully to Him.  
Over on this side.  On this side right here.  Sir, saying, “Yes, Jesus, be everything and 
the Lord of my life.”  Others of you saying yes.  Ma’am, right here.  God bless you as 
you surrender.  Sir, right back over here.  Ma’am, right there, God bless you, 
sweetheart, as you say yes.  Others of you.  “Jesus, be everything, everything.  Be the 
Lord and Savior of my life.”  A couple surrendering together, praise God for you guys.  
Others of you saying yes today.   
 
Campus pastors, we pray that you would just go ahead at your own pace, and together 
we are going to pray here.  In the presence of a holy God, would you join your prayers 



with those around you?  Pray, “Heavenly Father, I need You in my life.  I believe that 
Jesus died for me so I could live for Him.  Jesus, forgive me.  Make me brand new.  I 
give You my whole life.  Be my Savior.  Be my Lord.  Thank You for loving me and 
setting me free.  In Jesus’ name I pray.”   
 
LifeChurch, would you celebrate?  Would you welcome those around you as you 
worship God … 
 
 
 

 


