
 
Craig 
Groeschel: 

Hey, it's great to have you with us for the LifeChurch Podcast. If you're a regular listener, 
what you'll normally hear is the weekend message. But, we're in a short window, a 
three week window where we're actually not allowed to show the weekend messages 
after they're taught in a live environment. What I'm doing is I'm sharing with you some 
behind-the-scenes thoughts on what God has shown me recently in my personal 
devotion time. 
 

 I was doing a YouVersion reading plan through the 'Book of Hebrews,' and I was in 
Hebrews chapter 4. I noticed three different times, the author used this real inviting 
phrase. He said, "Let us," and they went on. Last week, we looked at the first "Let us," 
when the author said "Let us do our best to enter God's rest." I want to look at the 
second one this week, and then next week, we'll look at the third. The second "Let us," 
from Hebrews, chapter 4, is found in verse 14, and we'll also look at verse 15. The writer 
says this, he says, "So then, since we have a great high priest who has entered heaven, 
Jesus, the son of God," Jesus is that great high priest. "Since we have this great high 
priest," the author says, "Let us," and then what are we going to do? "Let us hold firmly 
to what we believe. Let us together hold firmly to what we believe." 
 

 Verse 15 goes on to say this. "This high priest of ours understands our weaknesses. He 
faced all of the same testings that we do, yet he did not sin." Now, what's so amazing is 
we have this high priest, Jesus, who's sitting at the right hand of God, making 
intercession for us. That's a big way of saying he's praying for us. Jesus, the son of God, 
is praying for us, and the author tells us to hold firmly to what we believe. Now, not just 
blind faith for no reason, but the reason is because we have this high priest who has 
entered into heaven. It always blows my mind to think about the disciples, that they 
walked with Jesus, talked with Jesus, and they actually ate breakfast with Jesus after he 
died and was risen from the dead. They were there with Jesus when he ascended into 
heaven, and they were willing to give their lives to the reality that Jesus died, was raised 
again, and entered into heaven. They were willing to die for that. We hold firmly to 
what we believe, because Jesus was tested as we were, and now dwells with God in 
heaven. 
 

 In fact, verse 15 says this, and I want to say it again. "The high priest understands our 
weaknesses. He faced all the same testings that we do, yet he did not sin." Imagine that 
Jesus has been where we've been, he's hurt like we've hurt, he's been tempted like 
we've been tempted, and yet, he did not sin. The good news is because Jesus overcame, 
we can overcome as well. What do we do? We hold firmly to what we believe. 
 

 Now, what's really, really interesting in the world we live in today, there's so many 
people who really don't know what they believe about spiritual things. In fact, I was 
reading recently about a new and common mindset about spiritual things in my part of 
the world. There was this phrase that was coined in 2005 in a book that's actually 
getting a little more traction now today. It's called 'Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.' 
'Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.' When people look at God, they have this view, most 
people today, many people. 'Moralistic' meaning "Okay, if I believe in God, I believe he 
wants me to be good, he wants me to be nice, he wants me to be moral. Moralistic."  
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 'Therapeutic,' well a lot of people think, "Well, okay. If I am nice, and I believe in God, 
then my life will be better. God exists to make my life better." Deism, a lot of people 
believe that God created the world, set it into motion but is not real involved. This is a 
challenge, okay? This 'Moralistic Therapeutic Deism' is really very, very different than 
the God of the Bible that we read, the Father of Jesus Christ. Why do we hold firmly to 
our beliefs? What beliefs do we hold firmly to? 
 

 For years, I was an associate pastor at a Methodist church, United Methodist Church, 
and we would actually say the Apostles' Creed every week. It was really pretty cool. I 
had to wear a robe, and I would stand up behind this big pulpit. I would lead the church 
in the Apostles' Creed. For centuries, and people still do today, they would declare the 
core beliefs with millions of believers around the world. I just want to share with you, 
this is what we believe. This is what we hold firmly to. 
 

 Here's how the Apostles' Creed goes. "I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, is seen at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen, and amen, and amen." 
 

 We hold firmly to this belief. Let us hold firmly to what we believe. Now, whenever I 
teach anything, I always try to imagine what someone might be enduring in my church 
family. What might someone be going through? Even as I share this small devotion, I'm 
aware that some of you might have received a very bad report from a doctor this week, 
or there might be someone who's really in a financial tough spot right now. There's 
someone certainly that's just been crushed by someone, someone that you trusted let 
you down in a big way. There would be those who have a marriage that's hanging on. 
Someone that you love is in a really bad spot right now. One of your kids is struggling. 
People all over face depression. There's anger, there's unforgiveness. They feel 
desperate. What do we do when we're facing these problems? Let's go back to this text.  
 

 Since we have a high priest, Jesus, since we have a Savior, who will love the unlovable. 
Since we have a high priest who accepted those that religion rejected, since we have 
one who healed the sick, raised the dead. Since we have a Savior who understands 
everything that we're going through, was tempted in every way, and yet did not sin, we 
can hold firmly to what we believe. Jesus was good. He is good. He paid the price for our 
sins. He suffered and died so that we could live. Since he is with God at this moment, 
and yet he is with us. He is with God, and he is with us. He's ever-present, all powerful, 
and ever faithful. Since he is always good, we hold firmly to what we believe. He is our 
Savior. We are His, and nothing can take us out of his hand. 
 

 What do we do? We hold firmly to that which we believe. What do we believe? We have 
a high priest, Jesus, our Savior, seated at the right hand of God, making intercession for 
us. Therefore, because he was faithful in every way, experienced all the temptation we 
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experience, yet never sinned, we hold firmly to what we believe. 
 

 Father today, I pray for those who may be struggling in the faith. I pray that your word 
would build faith, that we would draw near to you, we'd enter into that special rest, ... 
and God, because of who Jesus is, and what he did, we can hold firmly to that which we 
believe. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 
 

 


