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Week 2 – Elementary     
Large Group Script 
 

Need to Know 
God Knows What I Need!  
 

Bible Story 
A Savior is Coming 

Isaiah 7:14; Micah 4-5 
 

Characters: 

 CAPTAIN FILTHY MCGREEDY – Captain of the pirate ship he/she has renamed “The Penny 

Pincher”. McGreedy is your typical pirate–pillaging and plundering his/her way through 

life. McGreedy’s name fits his/her character because he/she has NEVER shared any 

treasure with the rest of his/her crew. McGreedy became so greedy and hesitant to trust 

others because his/her first pirate crew stole his/her treasure map and left him/her 

marooned on an island. Captain McGreedy knows everything there is to know about 

sailing the seven seas, but isn’t so great at reading or navigating on land. He/she also has 

a terrible fear of small fish that can nibble at your toes and will do anything to stay away 

from them! Character Inspiration: Captain Jack Sparrow, Barbosa, or anyone from Pirates 

of the Caribbean. 

 

 WALKER D. PLANK – Student on Christmas break who’s ready to get away from homework 

and tests by going on a cruise to Mexico with his/her family. Walker loves history and 

longs to see places where the things he/she has read about really happened. Walker ran 

ahead of his/her family and got on a pirate ship instead of the cruise ship. Walker is naïve 

about pirates and ships, but he/she can also be sassy and sarcastic when his/her buttons 

are pushed! Even though Walker was looking forward to a cruise, he/she is afraid of 

falling off the ship and being eaten by a giant octopus, getting seasick, and being 

alone. Walker also has a hard time saying McGreedy’s name correctly. Character 

Inspiration: Kevin from Home Alone! 

 

Props: 

 Map - rolled up and tucked in Captain McGreedy’s shirt 

 Empty Water Bottle - in Walker’s bumbag, empty, replace for each service 

 Anchor - on stage 

 Bucket with Rope - onstage 

 Spyglass - in Captain McGreedy’s belt 

 Eye Patch - on stage 

 Bandana - on stage 

 Sash – on stage 

 ¼ Full Water Bottle – filled with a small amount of water, replace for each service 

 Jar - off stage 

 Scroll - inside jar 

 

PLAY Environmental Music in iTunes (until Counter fires) 
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FIRE: PIR_ES_Counter 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching1 (Christmas Logo with Teaching Music) 

 

Worship leader(s) take stage. 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

WORSHIP LEADER 

Welcome back, mateys! I hope you’re all so excited about being here today! I 

sure am! We all know pirates like to sing while they’re out at sea, so let’s get 

everything started with a song! Everyone go ahead and stand up with me! 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Song (“Away We Go!”) 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching 1 (Christmas Logo with Teaching Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

Well shiver me timbers! That sounded great! You might remember that last week, 

we met Walker and Captain McGreedy. They thought they were going to 

shipwreck into a country named Israel, but they were surprised by the fact that 

their pirate ship had wheels!  

 

I wonder where those wheels are going to take them today, and I hope they get 

closer to the treasure. If you’re ready to meet up with them, count it down from 

three with me! Ready? 3...2...1...ACTION! 

 

Worship leader(s) exit. 

 

 

ACT 1: Gots to Go! 
 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Opener    

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 3 (Land w/ Land Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

WALKER and CAPTAIN MCGREEDY enter. CAPTAIN MCGREEDY is obviously very thirsty and tired of 

being on land. 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Leaning on Walker for support) Walker! Me legs can’t take this land sailing! I 

don’t know what to be doin with no tossin of the waves. Arrrrre ye sure that the 

map is tellin us to go this way?  
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WALKER 

(Pushing Captain McGreedy off) For the tenth time, YES I’m sure. But if you want 

me to show you AGAIN, pull out the map. 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Taking map out of shirt, unrolling and holding while Walker reads it) Okay, okay. 

Show me where we be.  

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Map_Land (Map w/ Land Music) 

 

WALKER 

(Pointing on map) See? We’re right here. I told you this is where the map was 

leading us. We’re headed right for water, which is good because I’m SO thirsty.   

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Acting 3 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Jerking map away from Walker) Hey! I said no touchin me map! This be MY map 

and I’ll not have ye touchin it…(Pausing)...or breathin on it! 

 

(Wincing in pain, crossing legs) And yer talking ‘bout water made me remember 

that I’s gots to...(pausing, thinking as if he/she doesn’t know how to word 

something) ya know…(whispering) go to the poop deck. (Gesturing all around 

ship) But where be the bathrooms on land? 

 

When yer in the ocean, thar be a bathroom ALL around ye...ALL the time. But 

here on land, thar be no where to be goin. 

 

WALKER 

(Urgent) How can you be thinking about going to the bathroom, Captain? All I 

can think about is how badly I need water! (Thinking, remembering) Ooh! I think I 

packed a bottle in my bumbag! (Taking empty water bottle out of bumbag, 

tipping back to drink, then realizing that it’s empty - tries to get a single drop of 

water out) Oh man! I’m out! (Being overdramatic) I NEED water!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(As if Walker is being a wimp) Oh please matey, I haven’t had a drop of water in 

ten years. That be the life of a pirate. Ye learn to live without fresh water. (Proud) 

And look at me. I’s not gettin dehydrated. 

 

WALKER 

(Still thirsty, still trying to get a drop of water out of the water bottle) Yeah but this is 

also the first time you’ve ever been sailing on land. What happens if we don’t find 

any? (Going into freak out mode - overdramatic) I’ll shrivel up like a raisin! We 

NEED WATER! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Interrupting, also looking at projector screen, obviously a little loopy, pointing) 

Avast! Lookie thar, matey! Thar be a giant waterfall. Now ye can stop yer 

blubberin about bein dehydrated! 

 

 



Page 4 of 10 
 Pirates 

Week 2 

Elementary School 

Large Group Script 

WALKER 

(Confused, looking back and forth between Captain McGreedy and the 

projector screen) Uhhhh...I’m not seeing a waterfall. (To kids) Do any of you see a 

waterfall? 

 

KIDS 

NO! 

 

WALKER 

(Going over to Captain McGreedy, shaking him/her as if waking him/her up) 

Captain! You’re seeing mirages! It’s a sign of dehydration and extreme heat. The 

things you see aren’t real! (Starting to pace) I studied mirages at school. They 

happen when light waves hit hot air, making what looks like water appear. 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Still looking off into the distance, pretending to see something else, amazed by it) 

Did ye say “waves” matey? Cuz I be seein some nice ocean waves comin our 

way.  

 

WALKER 

(Worried, to kids) Oh no. Captain America is really in need of water! Next thing 

you know, he/she will be telling us that he/she sees a paradise island surrounded 

by a sea! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(As if snapping out of seeing mirages, realizing Walker said wrong name) 

Arrrrggghhhh!! Me name is CAPTAIN MCGREEDY! How many times do I have to 

tell ye? And fer yer information, I DO see a sea up ahead! It’s just what I NEED 

right now and I’s gonna keep it all fer meself!  

 

(Calling out and tossing anchor offstage) Drop anchor!!! (Handing spyglass to 

Walker) Here have a look fer yerself, landlubber! 

 

ACT 2: The Dead Sea 
 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk2_Spyglass_DeadSea (Transition to seeing the Dead Sea on screen) 

 

WALKER 

(Looking through spyglass, adjusting to make view clear) Wait. I DO see a sea! (To 

kids) Ok crew, I need your help. I’m worried that the captain and I are BOTH 

seeing mirages now! Can you see a sea up ahead? 

 

KIDS 

YES! 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Acting 5 (Dead Sea w/ Land Music) 

 

WALKER 

(Excited, giving spyglass back to Captain McGreedy) Captain, that’s not a 

mirage! You’re right! Exactly when you were starting to get dehydrated, we 

found water! It’s just what we need! 
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CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Confident) I know. I told ye I seen water up ahead. (Grabbing bucket with rope) 

Now, it be time to drink me some of this here water! I be SO thirsty! (Starts to swing 

bucket with rope as if going to toss it overboard) 

 

WALKER 

(Looking around, suddenly panicking, tackling Captain McGreedy to stop 

him/her from getting water) Nooooooo!!!!! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Pushing Walker, getting VERY angry) What ARRRRRGGGHH ye doin that for, 

matey? Ye should know that on a pirate ship, ye don’t TACKLE the CAPTAIN!  

 

WALKER 

(Trying to explain quickly) You don’t understand! I just realized exactly where we 

are! We’re at the Dead Sea! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Confused) This sea be dead? 

 

WALKER 

(Confident) Yep and if you drink the water, YOU will be! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Not understanding) Why? Do it be poisoned? (Suspicious) Did someone poison 

me water? 

 

WALKER 

(Taking the bucket with rope from Captain McGreedy and setting it back where it 

belongs, trying to explain) Well, no, it’s not exactly poisoned. (Finding the right 

way to explain it) Think about how salty ocean water is. The Dead Sea is TEN TIMES 

saltier than the ocean!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Amazed) Blow me down! And why would that map be leadin us to a place with 

water that we CAN’T drink? That’s not what we be needin! 

 

WALKER 

I’m not sure about why the map brought us here, but I did learn all about the 

Dead Sea in one of my geography classes.  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Looking through spyglass, as if looking at the Dead Sea) Hmm...might as well. It 

doesn’t hurt to be learnin ‘bout the waters ye be sailin. 

 

WALKER 

(Reading off facts) The Dead Sea is the lowest point on earth and the mud in the 

water is very good for your skin. You can rub it all over and it’s like a super lotion 

or something! Plus, you can float well enough to sit in the water and read a 

newspaper! 
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CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Putting away spyglass, crossing legs) Blimey! Talkin about all this water made me 

remember that I gots to GO! (Looking over edge of stage, as if looking down at 

the water) But I’ll not be goin down into this Dead Sea. I can’t be havin 

anything...floating...if ye know what I mean. 

 

WALKER 

(Disgusted) Bleh! You really don’t have to share everything you’re thinking. 

(Putting hand above eyes as if looking at something, looking toward his/her left 

offstage) I think I see some caves over that way! You could go into one of those!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Agreeing, starting to walk offstage) Aye! That be a mighty fine plan! Now don’t 

ye be touchin nothin while I be gone. Especially the steering wheel. And me 

ropes. (Pointing) And that barrel. (Pointing) Or that one. (Deciding) Just don’t 

touch anythin on me ship. 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY exits toward stage left. 

 

 

ACT 3: Looking Like a Pirate 
 

WALKER 

(Looking down at outfit) I think it’s time for me to be joining the pirate ranks! He’s 

not gonna miss a couple of sashes or any of this piratey garb! (Thinking, 

regretfully) Time to say farewell to the bumbag…(taking off bumbag and setting 

to side of stage)...and the lei. (Taking off the lei and setting to side of stage)  

 

(Thinking, to kids) What else could make me look more piratey? (Allow kids to 

respond)  

 

(As if hearing a kid say this) Yeah, I could probably take off the socks with my 

sandals. (Sitting down to remove socks and sandals, sniff socks and react as if 

they’re stinky, then putting only sandals back on, adding socks to pile of stuff)  

 

(Looking around stage, seeing sash, eye patch and bandana) Hey! This stuff 

could help! Captain won’t mind if I use this to look more like a pirate. 

 

(Putting on bandana and tying behind head, then putting on eye patch - can flip 

up if too hard to see) How am I looking? Do I look more like a pirate? (Allow kids 

to respond) 

 

(Thinking) I feel like there’s gotta be at least one more thing I can 

do…(remembering) Hey wait! I wore my favorite striped shirt and I bet it would 

look piratey! (Taking off Hawaiian shirt to show striped shirt) There! I bet Captain 

Jack Sparrow won’t even recognize me when he/she gets back! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY enters, carrying jar & ¼ full water bottle. 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Relieved) Ahhhh...much better! Now, this be refreshing cool water and just what I 

need!  (Drinking from ¼ full water bottle)  
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WALKER 

Captain, where’d you get that water and where’s some for me?  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

The Pirate Code states: “The Captain be Taking Whatever He Needs and He 

Never Need Asking nor Saying Please!” (Finishes water in water bottle) 

 

WALKER 

Are you saying you just took the water bottle from some innocent tourist?  Without 

asking?  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Nodding his head yes) Aye! And, it looks like ye be helping yerself to me piratey 

things!!! 

 

WALKER 

I was just trying to see what it’s like to be a pirate who just takes things! (Removing 

eye patch and placing back where it was) (Noticing jar) Hey, what is that? Did 

you take that from the cave you went to?  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Admiring jar) I did be taking it landlubber. See, here’s me thought. If that 

treasure map of mine brought us here next, then thar must be a reason. Thar’s got 

to be somethin here I be needin. I had thoughts it was the water that I be needin, 

but maybe it be somethin else! 

 

WALKER 

(Confused, pointing at jar) So you think we need a jar?  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Mysteriously) Nay, bucko. From all me years of findin treasure, thar be one 

important lesson I learned. It’s not what be on the outside that’s important. It’s 

what be on the inside. A treasure chest by itself means nothin to a pirate, but fill 

that treasure chest with gold and all of a sudden, it becomes verrrry important.  

 

WALKER 

(Understanding) Ooooh so you’re saying that there could be something on the 

inside of the jar that we need? Something like...gold? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Hopeful, trying to take lid off of jar) That’s what I be hopin for, lad/lass. (Finally 

getting lid off of jar, giddy) I can’t wait to be seein what’s inside and addin it all to 

me personal treasure collection! 

 

WALKER 

(Excited, leaning in close to see what is inside) Ooooooh, yes! 

 

 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 
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(Reaching into jar, going from excited to disappointed, pulling out scroll) That’s 

it? Some words on a piece of paper? Pirates can’t read! (Angrily handing small 

scroll to Walker) Read this! I hope it be tellin us that this jar was too small to be 

holdin the gold so they moved it!  

 

WALKER 

(Reading small scroll) Hmmmm...it DOES talk about what used to be in this jar. 

Except it wasn’t gold. It was something else... 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk2_BibleStory 

 

(Spoken in piratey dialect) The Dead Sea is a beautiful body of water in the lower 

part of Israel. (Identified on the map) The salt in the water makes the sea many 

shades of blue but the land surrounding the sea is also FULL of caves. Not long 

ago, there were scrolls found with words written on them that told more about 

what took place here on the map. (Map transition) These same words can be 

found in the Bible in the book of Isaiah.  

 

God’s special people had many years where they followed Him as He led them 

throughout Israel.  Unfortunately, it didn’t take them long until they forgot about 

how good God had been to provide for them.  God was Israel’s king but they 

rejected Him.  They began to complain and tell God that they needed a king 

they could see with their very own eyes.  There were many kings who began to 

rule, but, because of the evil things the kings did, the people treated one another 

with no respect and wars broke out. There was fighting in all of Israel, and the 

people began to wonder if God would ever rescue them. 

 

But God knew exactly what they needed. God saw His people and sent 

messages to prophets named Isaiah and Micah.  They wrote down the words 

from God on scrolls, kind of like this one, telling the people of Israel that a King 

was coming!  A King who would rescue them and give them peace  -- a King 

who would save them from the wrong things they had done.  Avast!  This King 

would be the Son of God – Jesus!  Jesus was the King that Israel needed.  The 

prophet Micah even said that the greatness of King Jesus would reach from one 

end of the earth to the other!  

 

These Dead Sea Scrolls were handwritten copies of Isaiah’s messages found in 

1946 by a young shepherd boy here at the Dead Sea.  These messages are for us 

to remember that we need a Savior to rescue us and give us peace.  God Knows 

What We Need!  

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 5 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

ACT 4: Keep Going 
 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 
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(Confused, putting scroll back inside jar) Apparently whoever created this map 

thought we’d be needin this special message in this here jar, but I’m not sure 

about me needin’ savin’ or needing to have peace.  I’s be doin’ just fine out here 

at sea all by me lonesome. 

 

WALKER 

(Annoyed) Did you forget about me being here? Hey, if you don’t want the jar, 

do you mind if I keep it? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Hugging jar close to chest, all of a sudden very greedy) No! It’s my jar!  

 

WALKER 

(Surprised at Captain McGreedy’s greediness over the “pointless” jar) Ok, ok. I 

didn’t know it was so important to you! Unless you finally see how greedy you can 

be and how much you need the words in that jar.  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Confident) Nah! I’s be just fine by meself. Now let’s get back to followin me map. 

(Pulls out map and holds it upside down) 

 

WALKER 

(Hesitant to ask something again) Uh…do you think you need some help? It’s 

upside down. (Reaches for map)  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Backing away from Walker while turning map the right way) Remember that ye 

aren’t to be touchin me map! 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Map_Land 

 

WALKER 

(Looking at map while Captain McGreedy holds it) Well, Captain McGreedy!  

Bethlehem is where we need to stop next!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Shaking with excitement) Oooooh I’s shiverin down to me timbers with 

excitement thinking we’s might be coming closer discoverin’ a treasure! (Looking 

through spyglass while holding map) Treasure, here I come! 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_To Be Continued... (Text w/ Teaching Music) 

 

WALKER and CAPTAIN MCGREEDY exit while lights are down. 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching1 (Christmas Logo w/ Teaching Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

Worship leaders take stage. 

WORSHIP/WRAP UP 
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WORSHIP LEADER 

Oh man, I can’t wait to see if Walker and Captain get closer to finding a treasure 

next week! Aaaaand who knows what special day is coming next week? (Allow 

kids to respond - Christmas)  

 

That’s right! Next week, we will be having special Christmas services! I would love 

for you to bring some of your friends to find out what Walker and Captain 

McGreedy are going to find! You can tell your friends about what you’ve already 

seen happen so far. Let’s see if you can remember what happened today: 

 

 Where did Walker and Captain McGreedy travel to?  (The Dead Sea) 

 What did Captain McGreedy find?  (A jar with a scroll inside) 

 This scroll explained something that God was giving the people of Israel 

that they really needed. Was it a king or a five golden rings?  (A king)   

 

Exactly! God knew what the people of Israel needed and He gave it to them! The 

same is true in our lives. God knows what we need and He gives it to us. 

Sometimes, we might think we NEED a new iPhone or the newest XBox, but what 

we all really need is Jesus. And God knows that! In fact, that’s what we need to 

know today. Say it with me: 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk2_N2K (Text w/ Teaching Music; “God Knows What I Need!”) 

 

God Knows (Pause for kids to repeat) 

What I Need! (Pause for kids to repeat) 

 

(Optional Motions)  

God Knows (point up)  

What I Need! (thumbs to chest) 

 

That sounded great! Being on a pirate crew with all of you is the most fun! I hope 

to see all of you back here next week for Christmas, but before we go, let’s all 

pray together.  

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for knowing what we all need. We know that 

we can trust you to give us what we need. Thank you for giving us your Son, Jesus! 

We love you so much! Amen. 

 

(Dismiss kids) 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Outro 

 

 


