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Week 1 – Elementary     
Large Group Script 
 

Need to Know 
God Has a Purpose in Everything! 
 

Bible Story 
Abraham 

Genesis 12-17 
 

Characters: 

 CAPTAIN FILTHY MCGREEDY – Captain of the pirate ship he/she has renamed “The Penny 

Pincher”. McGreedy is your typical pirate–pillaging and plundering his/her way through 

life. McGreedy’s name fits his/her character because he/she has NEVER shared any 

treasure with the rest of his/her crew. McGreedy became so greedy and hesitant to trust 

others because his/her first pirate crew stole his/her treasure map and left him/her 

marooned on an island. Captain McGreedy knows everything there is to know about 

sailing the seven seas, but isn’t so great at reading or navigating on land. He/she also has 

a terrible fear of small fish that can nibble at your toes and will do anything to stay away 

from them! Character Inspiration: Captain Jack Sparrow, Barbosa, or anyone from Pirates 

of the Caribbean. 

 

 WALKER D. PLANK – Student on Christmas break who’s ready to get away from homework 

and tests by going on a cruise to Mexico with his/her family. Walker loves history and 

longs to see places where the things he/she has read about really happened. Walker ran 

ahead of his/her family and got on a pirate ship instead of the cruise ship. Walker is naïve 

about pirates and ships, but he/she can also be sassy and sarcastic when his/her buttons 

are pushed! Even though Walker was looking forward to a cruise, he/she is afraid of 

falling off the ship and being eaten by a giant octopus, getting seasick, and being 

alone. Walker also has a hard time saying McGreedy’s name correctly. Character 

Inspiration: Kevin from Home Alone! 

 

Props: 

 Backpack - Walker carries onstage 

 Suitcase - Walker carries onstage 

 Cruise Papers - in Walker’s backpack 

 Headphones - in Walker’s backpack 

 Anchor - offstage for Captain McGreedy to carry on 

 Box of Christmas Loot - offstage for Captain McGreedy to carry on 

o Tinsel 

o Christmas Tree Cakes 

o Garland 

 Spyglass - Captain McGreedy carries 

 Map - rolled up and tucked in Captain McGreedy’s shirt 

 Rope (2) - on stage, should be longer ropes 

 Swimmies - off stage for Walker to put on 
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PLAY Environmental Music in iTunes (until Counter fires) 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Counter 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching1 (Christmas Logo with Teaching Music) 

 

Worship leader(s) take stage. 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

WORSHIP LEADER 

Ahoy mateys! Welcome aboard a pirate ship! If you’re ready to set sail on a 

voyage to the land where it all began, then let me hear you say “yo, ho, ho!” 

(Kids respond)  

 

Arrrrgh! You’re sounding mighty fine! Before we set sail, I want to sing a brand 

new song with you! So get up on your feet and get ready to sing with me! In this 

song, there’s going to be a part for all of us to chant. Can everyone chant this 

after me? “Yo, ho, away we go. Away we go and a Yo, ho, ho!” (Allow kids to 

respond) Great job, here we go! 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Song  (“Away We Go!”) 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching (Logo with Teaching Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

Aye, that was quite good for a bunch of landlubbers! That song was about one of 

my favorite piratey things...treasure!  If you think you’re ready to set sail as a pirate 

crew, then put three fingers up in the air! Let’s count it down! 3...2...1…ACTION! 

 

Worship leader(s) exit. 

 

 

ACT 1: Welcome Aboard! 
 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Opener    

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 1 (At port with moving clouds w/ ocean music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

WALKER enters with backpack and suitcase.  WALKER is decked out in all things touristy - fanny 

pack, lei, sunglasses clipped to shirt, socks with sandals, etc. He/she should enter out of breath, 

as if just finished running. 
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WALKER 

(Stopping and setting backpack and suitcase down, looking around, thinking) 

Whew! I made it! I’ve been waiting for 693 days to finally be aboard the 

“Dreamland” cruise ship. This is where all my dreams of chocolate fountains and 

all-you-can-eat ice cream are going to come true! 

 

(Looking around, curious, hopeful and excited) Now, it’s time for me to figure out 

where everything is on this ship. (Pulling cruise papers out of backpack) First things 

first, I need to know where the putt-putt golf course is. My dad said that if I can 

beat him at a round of putt-putt, he’ll buy me a sombrero when we get to 

Mexico!! (Opening cruise papers and looking) Found it! Yes! Their putt-putt course 

even has a windmill! 

 

(Putting on headphones) Now, I gotta get in my map zone. I want to have this 

whole ship memorized by the time my family catches up! (Sitting down on a 

barrel or on stage and opening cruise papers so it blocks his/her face) 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY enters carrying anchor and Box of Christmas Loot (includes tinsel, Christmas 

Tree Cakes, and garland). He/she has more Christmas Tree Cakes stashed in pockets or bag. 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Acting 2 (Water w/ ocean music) 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(While entering) Weigh anchor! (Looking over shoulder, as if nervous that 

someone is following him/her) I’s got to get some distance betweens me and the 

port. Can’t have Captain Blackbeard chasin after me, tryin to get his loot back!  

 

(Setting down Box of Christmas Loot) Time to take inventory of what I gots in me 

plunderin of Blackbeard’s ship. (Starts looking through box, pulling out each item 

when he/she says it) Mmmm...tinsel. This’ll be lookin good with the decorations I 

already has up on me ship!  

 

(Takes tinsel out of box and decorates the part of the stage where Walker is NOT, 

then reaching back into the box) What other Christmas treasure did I pillage from 

ol’ Blackbeard? 

 

(Taking out several Christmas Tree Cakes, hugging them) Shiver me timbers! These 

be me favorite Christmas snacks! And they be ALLLLL for me! (Taking out garland, 

looking around) Whar should this go? (Deciding, draping over Walker) This be 

lookin like a mighty fine place.  

 

(Noticing Walker, suspicious) Wait a mutinous minute. (Slowly pulling Walker’s 

cruise papers down to see him/her, giving him/her an evil eye) What are ye doin 

aboard me ship? 

 

WALKER 

(Startled at seeing Captain McGreedy, then becoming chipper and happy) Oh 

hello there! You must be Captain Hook! (Getting up to stand beside Captain 

McGreedy) I’ll let you get back to your business, but first, let’s take a selfie! (Pulls 

out phone and takes a selfie with Captain McGreedy)  
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(Still oblivious to who Captain McGreedy is) Now, I’m guessing that you work here 

on the cruise ship. (Giddy, like a kid in a candy store) Can you make me a 

balloon animal? 

 

(Seeing Christmas Tree Cakes behind Captain McGreedy, getting REALLY 

excited) ARE THOSE CHRISTMAS TREE CAKES????? CAN I HAVE ONE? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Rushing over to keep Christmas Tree Cakes away from Walker) NO! These be MY 

Christmas treats and ye’ll not be havin a single one!  

 

WALKER 

(Sarcastic) Sor-ry! (Picking up cruise papers again, pointing as if asking directions) 

So while I’ve got you here, Captain Cruise-Worker, can you show me on this map 

which of the TEN dining halls has the best ice cream? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Angrily taking cruise papers away from Walker) I don’t be knowin nothing about 

ice cream, but I would like to be knowin what ye be doin here. (Suspicious, 

accusing) Arrrrre ye after me treasure? 

 

WALKER 

Hehe. Unless your treasure is ice cream sundaes, then no...I’m not after your 

treasure.  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Moving in close to Walker, eyeing him/her up and down) Then what arrrrre ye 

doin aboard me ship, “The Penny Pincher”? 

 

ACT 2: Uh-Oh, Wrong Ship! 
 

WALKER 

(Confused) What are you talking about? My name is Walker and I’ve been 

waiting a LONG time to get to go on a cruise!  I’m finally on the “Dreamland” 

cruise ship with my family. (As if suddenly realizing) My family! Yeah! If you just let 

me find them, they will vouch for me! (Laughing to self) Look, I think maybe YOU 

got on the wrong ship back at port. This isn’t the ship “Penny Pincher.” 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Laughing to self, knowing that it’s Walker who made the mistake) Oh no, matey. 

I believe it be YOU who be gettin on the wrong ship.  

 

WALKER 

(Fanning face as if about to faint) I’ve got to be dreaming. Maybe I actually AM 

on the cruise ship “Dreamland” and this is all a dream! Pinch me, pirate, PINCH 

ME! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Pinching Walker)  

 

WALKER 
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(Reacting to pinch) Ow! (Realizing the dreadful truth) Oh NO! So I’m NOT 

dreaming? Then what am I doing here? (Suddenly very nervous) Wait, are you a 

real pirate? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Acting tough) Aye, I be Captain McGreedy. (Accusing) And it be time fer ye to 

be comin clean. If ye aren’t her fer me treasure, then what are ye doin with this 

here treasure map? (Holding up cruise papers)  

 

WALKER 

(Defensive, panicking, hands up as if showing innocence) It’s not a treasure map, 

I promise! It’s a map of the cruise ship that I was SUPPOSED to be on!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Relaxing, knowing a solution) Well thar be only one way to fix that problem, 

matey. (Turning to grab ropes)  

 

WALKER 

(Hopeful) You’ll sail me back to where the cruise ship is so I can be with my 

family? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Amused at Walker’s small knowledge of pirating, starting to tie up his/her hands 

and feet with rope) Naaaay, bucko. I gots no purpose for yer being here and me 

Pirate Code states: “Unless Ye Be of Purpose to Me, Ye Be Walking the Plank out 

to Sea!” That be the pirate way.  

 

WALKER 

(Scared, trying to keep Captain McGreedy from doing this) No, wait. I’ll do 

anything to keep from walking the plank! There are giant octopuses and sharks 

down there! Pleeeeeeaaaassseeee don’t make me do this! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(After finished tying Walker up) Maybe ye’ll keep this in mind next time yer gettin 

on a ship. But fer now, get off mine. 

 

WALKER hops offstage. While offstage, he/she takes off ropes and puts swimmies on arms. 

 

 

ACT 3: Changin Me Mind 
 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk1_Splash SFX (SFX of Walker jumping into the water with water background) 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 2 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Not even caring that Walker just walked the plank, taking out map and spyglass) 

Now, how much has this shenanigan delayed me gettin to this mysterious land 

where it all began? (Looking at map, confused, turning map another way, 

confused still)  
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Ah, who be needin the map? I’ll just sniff out me way to whar I be goin! (Looking 

through spyglass, moving on) 

 

WALKER walks up behind CAPTAIN MCGREEDY while he/she is looking through spyglass. 

 

WALKER 

(Hesitant) Uhhh...Captain? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Turns around and sees Walker through spyglass, startled) AHH! What arrrre ye 

doin here? Ye was supposed to be walkin the plank and swimmin back to yer 

precious “Dreamland.” 

 

WALKER 

(Defensive) Well, yeah, but then there was this giant octopus and you know I’m 

scared of those things.  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Interrupting, seeing swimmies) What arrrrrre these things? 

 

WALKER 

(Showing off swimmies) It’s my backup system. I was afraid that I might fall 

overboard on the cruise ship, so I had some swimmies under my shirt sleeves.  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

Well, Walker, I guess I’ll be keepin ya here. From now on, ye’ll be Walker D. Plank, 

fer being the first pirate to ever survive walking the plank! 

 

WALKER 

So does that mean I can stay on your ship? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

Well, if ye be stayin on me ship, then ye’ll have to be helping me read me map.  

 

WALKER 

(Taking off swimmies and setting aside) Ok, Captain!  I’ll help you! I knew there 

was a purpose in learning about maps last year! Now, let’s see what you’ve got! 

 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Showing map to Walker, but never letting go of it) Ye can look at it, but ye can 

never touch. I’ll not have you takin this map from me. What’s mine is mine and 

what’s yours is also mine. But what’s mine is never yours. Do ye understand? 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_BigMap (Map w/ ocean music) 

 

WALKER 

(Sarcastic) Well I UNDERSTAND where you got your name, McGreedy. (Looking at 

map) Now, according to this map, we need to keep sailing east from the good 

ole USA straight across the Atlantic Ocean to this special place you were talking 

about. 
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FIRE: PIR_ES_Acting 2 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Taking map back, rolling it up and tucking into shirt, ready to get moving) Then 

we best be moving! Hoist the mainsail, Walker! 

 

WALKER 

(Confused, doesn’t know anything about ships) Uhhh...do what to the what? 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Frustrated) Ye really don’t know anything about sailin ships, do ye? Looks like I’ll 

be havin to teach ye. (Looking out into audience) I suppose it be good to teach 

me whole crew. (Gesturing to audience) Ye are all part of me pirate crew. I’d like 

to see if you’ve got what it takes to sail the seven seas. Everybody stand up. 

 

So we’s gonna play a little game. When I be sayin “Captain Says,” ye’ll do the 

motion I say. But if I not be saying “Captain Says,” then ye’ll not be doin the 

motion. If ye understand, say, “Aye, aye captain!” (Allow kids to respond) 

 

Then here we go! If ye do a motion when yer not supposed to, then have a seat 

back on deck. 

 

Captain says say, “ARRRRGH!”  

Captain says swab the deck! (Pretends to mop the deck) 

Captain says hoist the mainsail! (Reaches up high and pull down) 

Walk with a peg leg! (Hop in place) Aye! Captain didn’t say so take yer seat! 

Captain says face the bow! (Turn and face stage right) 

Captain says dig fer treasure! (Pretends to dig for treasure)  

Walk the plank! (Walk in place) Gotcha! Captain didn’t say! 

 

(Impressed) Hmmm...that was a mighty fine job. I guess ye are better pirates than 

I be givin ye credit fer. Ye can all have a seat on deck. (Catching self) Excuse 

me, CAPTAIN SAYS have a seat on deck! 

 

(Happy) Looks like I have an official pirate crew that will be very helpful in findin 

me way to this special land where it all began!  

 

WALKER 

(Confident) See, Captain, we’ll be just fine! You don’t have anything to worry 

about! (Pointing toward stage right - as if looking off the front of the ship) Except 

that. 

 

ACT 4: Shipwreck! 
 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Looking at Walker’s face) What arrrrre ye lookin at, matey? 

 

WALKER 

(Can’t get out the words, still looking out past audience) We’re...look...it’s...LAND 

HO! 
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CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Looking where Walker is pointing) It can’t be! (Seeing land) Blimey! We’s going 

too fast now to stop the ship! Be bracing yerselves me crew! (To kids) It’s best if ye 

close yer eyes. That way ye won’t see the shipwreck happen! 

 

Both WALKER and CAPTAIN MCGREEDY close eyes, as if waiting for the worst to happen.  

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk1_LandTransition 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 3 (moving on land w/ Land Music) 

 

After closing eyes for several seconds, CAPTAIN MCGREEDY opens eyes and is surprised to see 

that they didn’t shipwreck! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Relieved that they didn’t shipwreck) Well blow me down! How arrrrre we movin 

on land? (Starts looking around in confusion) 

 

WALKER 

(Opening eyes) Is it ok to open my eyes now? (Relieved, confused) Oh my 

goodness! WHAT JUST HAPPENED???? Where are we? (Looking around) Are we 

on LAND? 

 

(Going to edge of stage, looking over it as if looking overboard of the ship) Uhhh, 

Captain, your pirate ship has wheels! 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Shocked) Well shiver me timbers! I’s never voyaged on land before! (Confused, 

not liking the feeling of rolling on wheels) What did I get meself into? I’s gots to be 

more careful about the kinds of ships I be tradin fer!  

 

WALKER 

(Relaxing) Ahhh...stillness. There’ll be no swooshie stomach for me!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Starting to feel nauseous) I’s feeling the exact opposite. (Holding stomach) Me 

thinks I’s getting the land-sickness. (Sneezing) And I thinks I be allergic to the sand. 

(Looking off into distance through spyglass, adjusting spyglass to make it clearer)  

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk1_Spyglass_Tree (transition to seeing tree through spyglass) 

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY (cont’d) 

(Still looking through spyglass) Let’s be stopping under that there tree fer some 

rest. Without the cool ocean breeze, I’s overheatin in me boots. (Calling out) 

Prepare to drop anchor! (Tossing anchor overboard - off side of stage) 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Acting 4 (Tree backdrop w/ land music) 

 

WALKER 

(Confident) Oh c’mon, Captain! We’ve made it to the first place on the map and 

all you can do is complain about some little sniffles. (Realizing, excited) Wait, if this 
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is the first place on the map, then that means I did it! I led us to the place where it 

all began.  (Doing celebration dance) I did it, I did it, I did it!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Looking at Walker as if to say, “please stop”) Ye look ridiculous, matey. (Pulling 

out map) Now if yer so good at maps, take a look and tell me where we be? 

(Keeps holding map while Walker reads it) 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Map_Land (Map w/ land Music) 

 

WALKER 

(Looking over McGreedy’s shoulder at map) Hmmm...yes! I see it! We are at 31.5 

degrees north and 35 degrees east but if this is the land where it all began, what 

actually began here? Is there a treasure for us to find? 

 

WALKER and CAPTAIN MCGREEDY sit down so kids can see projector and then freeze in place. 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk1_BibleStory 
 

Many years ago, God be choosing a special land and a special people to make 

his most special treasure evident to all who be searchin for it. This special place 

be as real today as it was back then. The land where God’s purpose began be 

right here in Israel.  

 

You see, It all be startin’ with a man named Abraham who lived in Haran. 

Abraham believed in God and God blessed Abraham. One day, God said to 

Abraham, “Leave your country and your people. Go to the land I be showing 

you. I’ll make ye into a great nation. I’s be blessin’ you. And all nations on earth 

will be also be blessed because of you.” 

 

So Abraham left his home, taking his wife Sarah and thar nephew Lot, along with 

their crew and everything they owned! Even tho’ they be havin’ no idea what 

God was doing, he traveled from place to place, waiting for God to show em 

where to live. Abraham stopped in Shechem. While he be restin’ there, God told 

Abraham, “I will give this land to your children after you.” So Abraham built an 

altar thar as a way to say ‘thank ye’ to God! 

 

Abraham continued on his journey. He went to Egypt, and then to the Negev 

Desert. He settled thar with his family and crew. However it be, there wasn’t 

enough land for Abraham and Lot’s families and animals. Abraham said to Lot, 

“Let’s part ways matey. If you be going to the left, I’s be goin to the right. If you’s 

be goin’ to the right, I’s be findin me way to the left.” Lot chose a swashbucklin’ 

piece of land near the Jordan River, so Abraham journeyed on to a place called 

Canaan. 

 

Just as Abraham was gettin’ settled in, God spoke to him again, saying, “Look up 

from where you are. I will give you all of the land that you see. I will give it to you 

and your children after you forever. I’ll be makin’ your children like the dust of the 

earth. Have you seen how many pieces of dust thar be here in the desert?  Then 
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God said, “Walk through the land. See how long and wide it is. It be all yours, I be 

given to ye.”  

 

I’s not sure if Abraham be knowing this at the time, but God had a purpose in 

bringing ‘em and his wife to this very place here in Israel. Whenever we be 

wonderin’ why something is happening in our lives, we can remember that God 

has a purpose in everything. 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Acting 4 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

WALKER 

(Amazed) Wowwww! I have no idea what my purpose is for being on this ship 

and in this land with some crazy pirate but I’m excited about this idea of a 

treasure!  

 

CAPTAIN MCGREEDY 

(Not as into history stuff as Walker is) Don’t you be thinking yer getting any 

treasure. Treasure be all for me! But ye can be of purpose to me or ye be walking 

the plank out to sea! We best be movin’, hoist the mainsail!  

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_To Be Continued... (Text w/ Teaching Music) 

 

WALKER and CAPTAIN MCGREEDY exit while lights are down. 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: PIR_ES_Teaching1 (Christmas Logo w/ Teaching Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

Worship leaders take stage. 

 

 

WORSHIP/WRAP UP 
 

WORSHIP LEADER 

Wow! It sounds like Israel is a real place where God’s purpose for all of us began! I 

hope everyone can come back next week as we join Walker and Captain 

McGreedy on the next part of their voyage! Let’s see if we can recap everything 

that happened today! 

 

 Where did Walker think he/she was going?  (On a cruise to Mexico with 

his/her family) 

 Do you remember what place Walker and Captain McGreedy sailed to   

now? Is it Israel or Fishmeal?  (Israel) 

 Do you think God has a purpose for Walker being on the ship with Captain 

McGreedy? (Yes) 

 

That’s right! Walker was wondering what the purpose is in this voyage. Have you 

ever wondered WHY something happened? I know that I have! Well, whenever 
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we wonder WHY something happens, we can trust that God has a purpose in 

everything! He even has a purpose in the country where all the stories in the Bible 

took place. In the same way, He has a purpose for everything in our lives! That’s 

what we need to know today, so can everyone repeat this after me: 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Wk1_N2K (Text w/ Teaching Music; “God Has a Purpose in Everything!”) 

 

God Has a Purpose (Pause for kids to repeat) 

In Everything! (Pause for kids to repeat) 

 

(Optional Motions)  

God Has a Purpose (point up)  

In Everything! (spread arms up and around) 

  

I had so much fun hanging out with all of you today! Let’s pray before we leave 

for the day. Can everyone bow their heads and close their eyes? 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we know that you love us very much and that you have 

a purpose for everything in our lives. Whenever we wonder WHY something is 

happening, help us trust you! We love you. Amen. 

 

(Dismiss kids) 

 

FIRE: PIR_ES_Outro 
 


