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Week 6 – Elementary  
Large Group Script 

 
Need to Know 
I Will Keep On Choosing Joy! 

 

Bible Story 
Paul and Silas in Jail 

Acts 16:16-40 

 
Characters: 

 MachoMuscles3255 - (“Macho”) Macho’s avatar is the strongest in any video game. 

Need to knock down a building? No problem. Bicep curls with a spaceship? He does 

that in his sleep. Macho usually makes his way to the next level of a video game through 

sheer force - bulldozing over enemy zombies, body slamming the opposing team’s 

defense, or punching the ground to create an earthquake on the race track. HOWEVER, 

in real life, Macho is not so macho. He’s actually weak and usually gets picked on by the 

bully at school. Macho loves playing video games because he can be whoever he 

wants. What Macho doesn’t realize is that he’s hiding the gifts he really has - clever 

strategizing, surprisingly good rhythm, and great coordination.  
 

 Think a mixture between the Incredible Hulk and Wreck-It Ralph for Macho’s 

avatar personality. 
 

 In real life, though, think of him like the Karate Kid or Lindsey Lohan in Mean Girls 

(Before becoming part of the clique) 

 

 Speedy98MPH - (“Speedy”) Speedy’s avatar is super sonic fast. He can make it through 

an entire level by the time you turn your video game console on! Speedy always relies on 

his speed to get him through the levels, whether it’s racing or speeding around his 

opponent until they pass out from dizziness! HOWEVER, in real life, Speedy does 

everything slowly and methodically. He walks slowly, talks slowly, and even eats 

chocolate brownies slowly! Speedy is kind of like the tortoise in The Tortoise and the Hare. 

While he’s slow, he’s steady. He’s persistent and precise, making sure everything is done 

right. He also shows great self-control, which has saved him a few times from charging 

straight into something with no plan! 
 

 Think of the Flash or Speedy Gonzales the cartoon for Speedy’s avatar personality 
 

 In real life, though, think of him like Sour Bill from Wreck-It Ralph or Turbo before 

the fuel injection 

 

 GameSlayer001 - (villain, video character) GameSlayer is one of the best video game 

hackers in the world. He has never come up against a game that he can’t beat...but 

that doesn’t mean he beats it in the right way. His specialty is hacking into the game and 

using cheat codes or glitches in order to make his way to the final level. All gamers know 

who he is and avoid facing off with him when they can. GameSlayer’s ultimate goal is to 

make it to the Masters of Gaming Competition, but everyone else knows that if he makes 

it, he will ruin all the games! GameSlayer is selfish, mean, and lazy. 

 



 

Page 2 of 10 

 
Game On 

Week 6 

 

Elementary School 

Large Group Script 

Props: 

 Net - On stage, near the front of the stage 

 Spray Bottle - Macho carries on in pocket or hung from waist band 

 Water - Inside Spray Bottle 

 

PLAY Environmental Music in iTunes (until Counter fires) 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Counter 

 

 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Teaching (Logo w/ Teaching Music) 

 

Worship leader(s) take stage. 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

WORSHIP LEADER 

Hi everyone! I’m so excited you are here at church with us today! I love to church, and I hope 

you do, too! I also love to play video games! I want to hear the name of your favorite character 

in a video game, so shout them out to me! (Allow responses). Wow! Those are so many different 

people. I think I heard a lot of ________.  

 

Well some of my new favorite video game characters are Speedy and Macho, and I can’t wait 

to see what they’re up to this week! If you’re ready to find out, then count down with me: 

3...2...1...Action! 

 

Worship leader(s) exit. 

 

 

ACT 1: Level Five 
 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Opener    

 

 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Acting 16 (Menu Screen) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

SPEEDY and MACHO enter. 

MACHO 

(Pumped) Aw yeah! I’m feelin SO good! We are breezing through this game NO problem!  

 

SPEEDY 

(Reacting, disagreeing) Ehhh...I wouldn’t say NO problem. (Encouraging) But we haven’t come 

up against anything we couldn’t handle!  

 

MACHO 

(Cracking knuckles, as if bragging) Yeah, we’re kind of a big deal. (Gesturing to kids in 

audience) Well, mostly because we’ve had some help. (Excited) But still, we are almost at level 

six! We just have to finish level five with another game of Crazy Cat Kickoff, and then we’re on to 

the last level of the whole game--the boss level! 
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SPEEDY 

(Looking at progress bar on screen, getting discouraged) And yet again, GameSlayer is a level 

ahead of us! Because of all his cheat codes and glitches, we STILL haven’t caught up to him! 

 

MACHO 

(Starting to panic) Oh man, (pacing) by the time we finish level five, he will probably finish level 

six and win the whole game. If GameSlayer does that, not only will lose an entry to the Masters of 

Gaming Competition, but he will destroy all the video games he can get his hands on while 

there!  

 

SPEEDY will grab MACHO by the shoulders to stop him/her from pacing. But MACHO is so worked 

up that he/she keeps walking in place. 

SPEEDY 

(Grabbing Macho by the shoulders) Woah! Settle down, Macho! (Noticing that Macho is still 

pacing in place) MACHO! Are you listening? 

 

MACHO 

(Stops pacing, as if coming out of a daze) What? Huh? Oh, sorry Speedy. I just have too much 

nervous energy. I think we should go ahead and enter level five so we can get busy winning it. 

 

SPEEDY 

(Agreeing, releasing Macho’s shoulders) You’re right. Let’s get going. It’s time to put our game 

faces ON! (Turning toward screen, commanding the game) START! 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Wk 6_Start Transition 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Acting 17 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

 

ACT 2: Trapped! 
 

MACHO 

(Walking toward the screen - avoiding the net - sees the brick wall in front of the goal) WOAH! 

What is THAT? (Pointing to brick wall) 

 

SPEEDY walks toward the front of the stage, not toward the screen, so when he/she looks away to 

see what MACHO is pointing to, SPEEDY trips on net and gets all tangled up in it. (The more 

tangled, the better!) 

 

SPEEDY 

(Turning to see brick wall on screen, tripping over net at the same time) What is wha-AAHHHHH! 

(Falling into net)  

 

MACHO 

(Turning around to face Speedy, confused at the noise he/she just made) Huh? (Seeing Speedy) 

Oh no, Speedy! You’re all tangled up in a net! 
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SPEEDY 

(Glaring at Macho) Yeah, tell me something I don’t know. (Starting to struggle against net) I bet 

GameSlayer left this here to trap us. (Not struggling anymore) Good thing I have you here with 

me! Help me get out of this thing so we can finish the level! 

 

MACHO 

(Starting to pull net off of Speedy, but not strong enough to do anything, tries several times) 

Uuuggghhhhh!! Speedy, the net isn’t budging. Remember, I don’t have the strength of my 

avatar, so I can’t move anything! 

 

Maybe if you put your arm through here (putting Speedy’s arm through hole in net) and your 

foot through here (putting Speedy’s foot through another hole) and your ear through here 

(hang net on one of Speedy’s ears) it will get you out. 

 

SPEEDY 

I think I’m more tangled up than I was in the first place, Macho! 

 

MACHO 

(Thinking) Okay, okay. Since we’re in a net, and fish get stuck in nets all the time, why don’t we 

do what a fish would do? Fish just flop around when their stuck, so why don’t you try that. 

 

SPEEDY flops around dramatically like a fish trying to get out of net, but it does NOT work. 

 

MACHO 

(Impressed) Oooo! You’ve got some sweet break-dancing moves, Speedy! We could have used 

those on level three! 

 

SPEEDY 

I’m not dancing, I’m trying to get out of this net! (Whining) What are we going to do?! (Sits up 

and puts head in hands) 

 

MACHO 

I know! Sometimes when my sister’s hair gets all tangled up in knots, (pulls spray bottle from 

pocket) my mom just sprays some of this detangling stuff on it, and her tangles are gone in no 

time! (Points spray bottle at Speedy) Close your eyes Speedy! (Squirts water all over Speedy) 

 

SPEEDY reacts to water like it’s cold, tickles or got in his/her mouth. 

 

MACHO 

(Stops spraying & looks at bottle) Uh-oh. This is hairspray. NOT detangling spray! 

 

SPEEDY 

Macho! Now I’m more stuck than I was before!!! 

 

MACHO 

(Getting an idea) Hey! I bet if I can just go ahead win this level, you’ll automatically be freed 

from the net when the tunnel opens! (Turning to face screen) Now, I just have to figure out how 

to score a goal with that brick wall in the way…(thinking, then impulsively deciding to go for it) 

Eh, I’ll just wing it and hope for the best! (Starts running in place, but can’t keep it up for very 

long, then jumps to shoot) 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Wk6_Soccer Kick 1 
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 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Acting 18 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

MACHO 

(Seeing energy level) Woah! How come my energy level went down so much? Is that normal? 
 

SPEEDY 
(Struggling against the net to turn and look at the screen) Aw man! At this rate, you’ll never 

score all the goals we need to level up. (Discouraged, complaining) And I’ll be stuck in this net 

FOREVER! (Whimpering) I don’t deserve this. I’ve done nothing wrong. WHY do bad things 

always happen to me? 
 

MACHO 
(Going over to Speedy, trying to comfort him/her) That’s not true Speedy! We’ve only been 

inside this video game for a few days, and I’ve seen lots of good things happen to you. So don’t 

worry about it. I’m sure we’ll find a way to get you out in no time. 

 
SPEEDY 

(Getting frustrated) That’s easy for you to say! You aren’t the one stuck in this net! (Flails around 

everywhere, trying to get free from the net - almost like a temper tantrum, continue for several 

seconds) 
 

MACHO 

(Trying to hold Speedy still) Woah, woah, woah, Speedy, stop! If you keep struggling against this 

net, you’re going to lose all your energy! 

 

SPEEDY 

(Defiant, still struggling) Psshhh...no I’m not! (Pausing, realizing all energy is gone) Oh 

no…(slumping over, as if dead) 

 

FIREE: GO_ES_Acting 19 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

MACHO 

(Smug) See? I told you! Now you’ve lost a whole life! 

 

SPEEDY 

(Jolting & sitting up, as if getting a new life, then deciding to give up, lying still in net, exhausted 

from struggling, still complaining) Great! Now what are we gonna do? Everything we try doesn’t 

work. Why did GameSlayer do this to us? This is the woooooorst. If I had known we were going to 

get one level away from winning this whole game just to get stuck, I never would’ve come here 

in the first place. 

 

MACHO 

(Interrupting, getting an idea, strategizing) Let me try just one more time. I think I have enough 

energy left to do it! 

 

MACHO faces the screen and runs in place until the power wheel fills up to green. Then, he/she 

jumps to shoot. SPEEDY moves legs as if running from inside net. 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Wk6_Soccer Kick 2 
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MACHO (during video) 

(Seeing dropping energy level, trying to fight against losing a life) No! I’m gonna lose a -- (falls 

over, as if dead) 

 

 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Acting 20 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

MACHO pops back up, as if getting new life. 

 

 

ACT 3: Choose to Have Joy 
 

MACHO 

(Excited about the wall) Hey! I knocked out part of the wall! Now all I have to do is knock out the 

other two parts, score three goals, and then we can level up! 

 

SPEEDY 

(Moving to see energy levels on screen) Yeah, but you don’t have enough energy or enough 

lives to do all of that by yourself. We need some HELP!  

 

MACHO 

That’s it! We should go to the Help Screen! All we have to do is say (as if commanding the 

game) PAUSE! 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Acting 10 (Pause Screen) 

 

MACHO (cont’d) 

(Looking at the screen) And now we just select the help option. (Moving hand as if scrolling 

through options and selecting “Help”)  

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Acting 12 (Pause Screen w/ Help Highlighted) 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Wk6_BibleStory 

 

Welcome to the help menu, level 5. Here’s something helpful you need to know. Each level 

brings new challenges, and you have two choices to make in those challenges.  The first option 

is to have a bad attitude. The second option is to choose joy. Here is an example of what joy 

looks like:   

 

There were two men in the Bible named Paul and Silas. They loved to tell others about Jesus, but 

this made some of the bad guys mad! Paul and Silas were beat up and thrown into jail! This 

didn’t make any sense, Paul and Silas did nothing wrong. They had every right to be mad about 

the mess that they were in. But instead of having a bad attitude, they prayed and told God 

about how they felt and what they needed. Then, they trusted and believed that God loves 

them and would make sure they were ok! Praying and believing in God’s promises gave them 

the joy they needed to get through this tough situation. In fact, because they had so much joy, 

they started to sing songs praising God. They sang so loud that all of the other prisoners in jail 

could hear them.  

 

All of the sudden as they were singing, a huge earthquake came. The walls and floors were 

crumbling into dust all around them. You would think that would be a GREAT time to break loose 

from jail, but the prisoners stayed right where they were! The next morning, the guard in charge 
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of the jail woke up and saw what had happened. He was so upset because he thought all of 

the prisoners had escaped and that he was going to get in serious trouble! But then, he saw Paul 

and everyone else! 

 

The jailer was so confused, the prisoners didn’t escape! Could it be possible that Paul and Silas 

had joy while in jail? So much joy that they didn’t run away as soon as they had the chance? 

The jailer wanted to know more and so Paul told him ALL about Jesus. Right then, the jailer 

wanted to start following Jesus because he saw how much joy Paul and Silas had, and he 

wanted that kind of joy, too!  

 

Level 5 is tough, but don’t worry, because if you get stuck on this level, you can choose to have 

joy by finding three things that are good about the situation you are in. Choosing to have joy 

and to focus on the good is sure to get you out of any challenge you face. 

 

 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_ Acting 12 (Pause Screen w/ Help Highlighted) 

 

MACHO 

(Encouraged) Well that was helpful! I guess that’s why it’s called the help menu. Let’s try what it 

said to do, and maybe it will get you out of this tangled mess before GameSlayer beats level six. 

(Sits down next to Speedy) 

 

SPEEDY 

I don’t know if I can think of THREE things that are good about being stuck (holding up net) in this 

situation. (Putting all effort into getting free of the net, getting frustrated) I just need to get this 

net off of me right now! Oh no...I’m running out of energy (Slumps over, as if dead) 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Acting 21 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

SPEEDY gets a new life--jolts in net and sits back up. 

 

MACHO 

See Speedy, that’s not going to work. We’re just going to have to try and think of three reasons 

we can choose joy.. (Thinking) Hey, I know one! We are INSIDE a video game! I’m pretty sure we 

are the only people who can say we’ve done that! 

 

SPEEDY 

(Reluctantly giving in) Yeah, I guess you’re right. Another good thing is that you and I have 

become friends! We’ve been able to get past the levels faster because of that. So that’s 

number two!  

 

MACHO 

Oh I know a third one--they’re sitting right in front of us! We have all these people here to help 

us!  

 

SPEEDY 

(Standing up and walking out of net, not realizing he/she is untangled) And another good about 

being here is that song that plays while we’re going through the tunnel! (Starts dancing and 

humming “Another Level” for several seconds)  
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MACHO 

(Pointing to Speedy’s freed feet) Look Speedy! I’m glad you’ve finally got some joy, but don’t 

you realize you’re untangled!  

 

SPEEDY 

(Realizing his/her freedom, freezing, then squealing) EEEEEEEEEE!!!!! You’re right! Choosing joy 

helped get us through this mess... 

 

MACHO 

(Interrupting) And it showed us that we have plenty of help to finish this level right here in front of 

us! I bet if (gesturing to kids) y’all help both of us shoot, then we’ll be able to kick two soccer 

balls at once! (To kids) Can all of you help us like you did before? Everyone stand up and get 

ready to run in place when I say GO. Ready...set...GO! 

 

 

ACT 4: We Won! 
 

SPEEDY and MACHO face the screen and run in place until the power wheel fills up to green. 

Then, they both jump to shoot. 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Wk6_Soccer Kick 3 

 

 AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Acting 22 (Crazy Cat Kickoff) 

 

SPEEDY 

(Confused, looking around) Wait, that’s it? We didn’t have to score any goals? 

 

MACHO 

(Thinking) So it seems like this level was really a test of whether or not we could keep on choosing 

joy over choosing to complain or give up.  

 

SPEEDY 

(Putting an arm around Macho’s shoulders) Well, thanks for helping me see what to do in a 

tough challenge. I may have wanted to give up or just complain about it. But now, I know that I 

can keep on choosing joy instead! I’m ready to face the boss level! 

 

MACHO 

(As if suddenly realizing) The boss level! (Pointing to tunnel) We should get going through the 

tunnel if we’re going to catch GameSlayer there! (To the audience) You guys can help us get 

through the tunnel by jumping over the blue obstacles and ducking under the orange ones! 

 

SPEEDY 

(Slowly walking over to tunnel) I am RIGHT behind you, Macho! 

 

MACHO 

(Coming back and standing behind Speedy - pushing him/her toward the tunnel, struggling 

because he/she is so weak) C’mon, Speedy!  

 

SPEEDY 

(Turning to look at Macho) I’m going as fast as I can!  

 

MACHO finally helps SPEEDY make it to the tunnel and both of them go in. 
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Worship leaders take stage. They encourage kids to stand up and follow along with the video 

instructions. When the video starts, Worship Leaders face the screen and lead the way in 

following the instructions in the video. 

 

LIGHTS DOWN 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Song (“Another Level”) 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_To Be Continued... 

 

AUTO ADVANCE: GO_ES_Teaching (Logo w/ Teaching Music) 

 

LIGHTS AT 100% 

 

 

WORSHIP/WRAP UP 
 

WORSHIP LEADER 

They did it! Speedy and Macho are on their way to the final level of “Game On!” I can’t wait to 

see what this crazy boss level is all about and if they finally catch up to GameSlayer. You’ll have 

to bring a friend and come back next week to see what happens! But let’s go over what we 

learned this week! 

 

 What was Speedy’s attitude like when he/she was trapped in the soccer net? (Allow 

responses--bad) Did he/she have joy? (No) 

 Now in the Bible where were Paul and Silas trapped? (In jail) Did they have a bad attitude 

like Speedy or did they have joy? (Had joy) Yes! They were able to have joy when they 

prayed and asked God for help then trusted that He was going to take care of things! 

 Did God take care of things? (Yes) Yes! God broke them out jail by sending a what? (An 

Earthquake) 

 Did other people see and hear that Paul and Silas had joy in the jail? (Yes) Do you 

remember who wanted to start following Jesus because of Paul and Silas’s joy? (The jail 

guard) 

 

That’s right! Did you know that being happy and having joy are totally different? We can all fake 

being happy by putting a smile on our face and pretending everything is okay, but that may not 

be how we feel deep down in our heart. Joy is an attitude that’s in your heart, and it comes 

from following Jesus and trusting that God is going to take care of you even in the hardest times. 

So when you’re worried or scared or mad, talk to God about it like Paul and Silas did, then trust 

that He’s going to take care of it! That’s how you can Keep On Choosing Joy! So let me hear 

you say this after me: 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Wk6_N2K  

 

I Will Keep On (pause for kids to repeat) 

Choosing Joy (pause for kids to repeat) 

 

 (Optional Motions) 

 I Will Keep On (thumbs to chest) 

 Choosing Joy (pat heart) 
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Great job! Let’s pray now and ask God to help us keep on choosing joy all week! 

 

Prayer: Father God, you see each challenge we face, and you know exactly how we feel. Help 

us trust that you are taking care of everything so that we can have joy in our hearts. Give us so 

much joy that it makes others want to believe in you and trust you, too! 

 

That’s it! See you next week!  

 

(Dismiss kids) 

 

FIRE: GO_ES_Outro 

 


