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Identity Theft #3 
 

 (Music)  I want to welcome all of our campuses, all of our video teaching experiences, 
those of you on the internet, and in all video experiences, welcome to week #3 of the 
series called, “Identity Theft”.  Next week, we will wrap up this series with a very 
common lie that so many of us so wrongly believe.  I call it the performance lie.  That’s 
when we believe that we are what we do.  We have to perform to be successful.   
 
This week, though, we are going to look at a lie that plagues so many of us, and this 
one has haunted me for years.  And, it is the lie that we wrongly believe that, “I’m simply 
not good enough.”  This lie has affected me as a parent.  “I’m not a good enough dad.  
No matter how hard I try, I feel inadequate.  I’ll never be a good enough husband.  My 
best just isn’t good enough.”  And then, of all the areas, one of my biggest insecurities is 
simply that, “As a minister, no matter how much effort I put into it, I just don’t feel like I’ll 
ever be good enough as a pastor.”  I was really aware of this when I was starting out.  I 
was very nervous at the age of 23.  I was an associate pastor at a great denominational 
church in downtown Oklahoma City.  My senior pastor was a tremendous mentor, and 
he invited me to speak for him one weekend while he was going to be gone.  And so, I 
was dressed up in our traditional robes, and it made me look sort of holy even though I 
wasn’t that holy, and I was greeting people at the front of the beautiful historic building.  
It had these huge steps that would go up to the front door, and an older lady came up, 
and she just couldn’t get up the steps by herself, so she said, “Young man, can you help 
me get up these stairs.”  And I said, “Oh, sure,” and so she put her arm around me.  We 
started walking up so slowly and she said, “Oh, I just can’t wait to hear our pastor 
preach today.  He’s so good.”  I said, “Oh, he is so good, but he’s not going to be here 
today,” and she said, “Well, who’s preaching today?”  I said, “Well, as a matter of fact, 
I’m glad you asked, because I am.”  And at the moment I said that, she stopped dead in 
her tracks and she said, “Young man, could you take me back down the stairs.”  And 
she got in her car and drove home.  At that moment, I heard this voice that has 
tormented me for years and years and the voice said, “Craig, your best isn’t good 
enough.  No matter how hard you try, you will never be good enough.”   
 
For all of you that ever felt that way, I want to show you that some of the heroes of the 
faith even felt that way, as well.  One in particular that we’ll look at today is Moses in the 
Old Testament.  Before we look at his story, let’s review our key thought for this series.  
If you’re taking notes, and those of you that remember it, just say it aloud.  Our key 
thought is this, “A lie believed as truth will affect you as if it were true.”  One of our 
spiritual enemy’s greatest weapons is to lie to us.  The father of lies, to try to convince 
us that even though something is not true, if we will believe it, we’ll live and act on it as if 
it were true.  Moses was like this.  Exodus 4, God Himself, called Moses to deliver 
God’s people from bondage.  And watch as Moses felt just the same way so many of us 
often feel.  Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, Lord, I’ve never been eloquent, neither in the 
past nor since you have spoken to your servant.”  I’m what?  All of our campuses, help 
me out.  He said, “I am slow of speech and tongue.”  In other words, “Don’t put me in 
front of people.  I wig out.  I freeze.  I get nervous.  I’m not a good public speaker.  
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Okay, of all the other people out there, God, surely there are dozens who are more 
qualified than I am.”  In other words, “God, I am not good enough.”  So many of us, we 
believe this lie, and it affects us as if it were true because we base our worth wrongly on 
a couple of things.  If you are taking notes, the first is this, so many of us believe the lie 
that our worth is, first of all, based on what other people say about us.  It is based on 
what other people say.  You know the story.  Some of you grew up in a home where you 
got a lot of encouragement and you felt good about yourself.  Others of you, you grew 
up hearing, “You’re stupid,” and you believed it.  “You’re no good,” and you believed it.  
“You’re pathetic.  I wish you were more like your brother.  You’re nothing like your 
sister.”  And, you heard that so often that you started thinking, “You know what, maybe 
I’m not that good.”  “I wish I never had you.”  On and on and on it goes.  Some of you, 
someone told you at one point, “You’d be so much prettier if you lost ten pounds,” and 
so you just thought, “Okay, I’m fat.”  For the rest of your life, you felt like you were fat 
because of what others said about you.   
 
If you’re like me, someone says something good, you feel good about yourself.  
Someone cuts you down, and you feel like the biggest loser that’s ever lived.  All of our 
campuses, how many of you would say, “Honestly, you often wrongly base your worth 
on what others say about you?”  Be honest.  Hands going up all over the place. 
 
Another common lie is this.  If you’re taking notes, we believe that our worth is based on 
our past experiences.  What happened to us in our past?  For instance, you may have 
grown up in a challenging family, and you think, “Well, I’ll never amount to anything.  We 
didn’t have a lot,” or maybe you weren’t great in school, and so you just believe, “I’m 
average.  I made average grades.  I’m average, so I’m going to have an average life.”  
Maybe you had the dream of a great marriage, and as much as you wanted a great 
marriage, one day you ended up divorced.  And now, you feel like you go through life 
with this big “D” on your forehead for everybody to see …  “Failure!  You couldn’t hold 
your marriage together.  You’re not that good of a Christian.  You’ve been divorced.  
That proves that you’re just not that good.”  Or, one of the greatest tragedies today, is 
all the stuff that goes on, the hundreds and thousands of people that are molested by 
very sick minded people, and one of the tragedies is not only just the physical pain, but 
is the emotional pain and the emotional scars that are left behind.  And, what is so sad 
is these innocent victims often believe that they did something wrong.  “Well if I hadn’t 
done something, this wouldn’t have happened to me.  And, you know, what’s wrong with 
me and what did I do to deserve this, and I’m full of shame and guilt and I’m just not 
worthy to be loved.”  We often wrongly base our worth on our past.  “Why, I did 
something stupid, and you see, I just can’t forgive myself for what I did.  Bottom line is, I 
just don’t feel good enough.”   
 
Moses battled with this just like so many of us do.  In verses 11-13, what’s interesting is 
God speaks truth to Moses, but his own sense of inadequacy was speaking even 
louder.  Watch the dialogue.  Verse 11, “The Lord said to Moses, okay, who gave man 
his mouth?  Who makes him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight, or makes him blind?  
Is it not I, the Lord?”  Then God says, “Now go, Moses, and I will help you speak and 
teach you what to say. “  You would think that Moses would say, “Okay, that settles it.  
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God’s in on it.  God’s going to deliver.  Nothing to worry about.”  But, watch what he 
says.  Verse 13, “But Moses said, ‘Oh, Lord,” help me out, “please send someone else.”  
Can you read between the lines?  “You don’t get it, God, I’m just not good enough.  
Please send someone else.”  So many of us, because we’ve wrongly believed that lie, it 
has led us to some dangerous conclusions about our life like this:  “Since I’m not good 
enough, I can’t make a difference.  Why even try?  I’m always average.  I fail at 
everything I do.  I’m not good looking enough.  I’m not talented enough.  My body’s not 
right.  I’m inadequate in every way.  I’m really not even worthy to be loved, so why 
bother?”  Simply not good enough.   
 
Please remember, you are not who others say you are, and you are not the sum total of 
your past experiences.  You are who God says you are.  But, let’s settle in.  You are not 
the opinions of others.  You are not what happened to you in the past.  You are who 
God says that you are.  So, whenever that lie comes up, “You’re good enough.  You’re 
inadequate.”  What you to do is replace it with truth.  Here’s the bottom line.  For you 
who are Christ followers, when you come to Christ, your old nature dies.  It’s gone.  
Okay?  You have a new heart, a new spirit.  You are a new creation, but just because 
you are spiritually new, it doesn’t mean that those old memories just automatically go 
away.  We are often still haunted by those negative tapes that continue to run in our 
mind.  That’s why we need to capture those lies and let God’s truth renew our minds, so 
that we will start to believe what God says about us.  And when we believe what He 
says about us, then we can do what He calls us to do.  Okay?   
 
What does God say about you?  Three life-changing thoughts today.  The first one is 
this, don’t miss the power.  Number One, God says you are called by Christ.  The Son 
of the living Christ is calling you.  I Peter 5:10, “It is in God’s kindness that God,” did 
what?  Say it again.  Say it out loud, all of you.  “God called,” say it again.  “In his 
kindness, God called you to his eternal glory.”  Now, how?  “By means of,” what?  “By 
means of Jesus Christ.”  You are called by Christ.   
 
Let me show you the power of this.  At all of our campuses, how many of you know who 
John Maxwell is?  Do you know who John Maxwell is?  Yeah, if you don’t, he is one of 
the greatest teachers alive on leadership.  In the church world, he is one of our heroes, 
big time.  Pastors flock from all over the world to hear him speak on leadership.  In the 
business world, same thing.  A lot of companies read all of his books and listen to him.  
Brilliant teacher on leadership, big time.  One evening, I was sitting at home, just 
finished up dinner and my cell phone rang.  It was a long distance number.  I looked at 
it.  I thought, “I don’t know who this is.  Oh, well, I’ll pick it up.”  I picked it up, and his 
voice said, “Hello, is Craig there?  This is John Maxwell.”  Did I mention that this guy’s 
big time?  So immediately, I knew one of my friends was jacking with me.  Okay?  
Who’s messing with me?  The voice said, “Hello, is Craig there?  This is John Maxwell.”  
I said, “Hahahaaa, Craig’s not here, but Billy Graham’s in the other room.  Do you want 
me to get him?  John Maxwell.  Who’s messing with me?”  The voice kind of paused, 
and he said, “Uh, I’m sorry, this is John Maxwell.   Could I speak to Craig, please?”  
“Maxwell, like the coffee?  Oh, yeah, I drink your coffee, too.  Haaahahaha.“  Guess 
who it was?  John Maxwell.  All of a sudden, my throat went dry.  I couldn’t speak, I was 
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abababbaaaah, “Sorry, Mr. Maxwell.”  I couldn’t get a word out for the rest of the 
conversation.  I got freaked out because a person called. 
 
The Son of the living God, Christ Himself, the anointed One, the Savior of the world, is 
calling you.  That little voice says, “You’re not good enough.”  No, no, no.  You are so 
incredibly special that Jesus has you on His mind.  You are worthy of His love.  His 
heart beats for you.  He cares for you.  He came for you, and He’s calling you.  How 
many of you, all of our campuses, you are tired right now, worn out.  Just be honest.  
Too much going on.  Guess what Jesus said to you, “Come to me.  Come to me all who 
are weary and heavy laden and burdened and worn out.”  He said, “I’ll give you rest.”  
Those of you that are searching and searching, “There’s got to me more to live.  I’m 
thirsty for something more.”  He said to you, “I am the living water.  Taste what I offer 
and you’ll never thirst again.”  Are you hungry for something different?  “I am the bread 
of life.”  You’re lost and wandering through life and you can’t find your way.  He said, “I 
am the way.”  You are believing the lies about yourself?  He said, “I am the truth.”  You 
feel like you are dead on the inside?  He is the life, and He is the one who is calling you.  
Your spiritual cell phone is ringing right now.  It is a call from Jesus saying, “I love you.  I 
value you.  I treasure you.  Follow Me.”   
 
Who are you in God’s eyes?  Look at scripture.  I Peter 2:9, “You are a,” what?  Say it 
out loud, all of our campuses, “You are,” a … You are chosen by God.  A chosen 
people.  You are His very own possession.  Now why is this?  This is so you can show 
others the goodness of God, for what did He do?  Say it out loud, “For he called you out 
of,” what?  “Out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  You are not good enough.  No, 
no, no.  You don’t understand.  Jesus Christ is calling you.  God says you are called by 
Christ.  Secondly, you are not good enough.  No, no, no.  Remind yourself of this, you 
are also capable through Christ.  Watch scripture, Philippians 4:13, “I can do 
everything,” the Bible says.  How? Say it out loud, “I can do everything through Christ.”  
You are capable through Christ, who gives you strength.  Romans 8:37, “We are more 
than conquerors.”  How?  “We are more than conquerors.”  Say it again, “We are more 
than conquerors through Christ, who loved us.” 
 
One of the greatest goals of your spiritual enemy is to talk you out of all that God has for 
you.  “You’re not good enough.  Your best is not going to get it done.  Why bother 
trying?  Give it up.  Throw in the towel.  You don’t have what it takes.  You’re mediocre, 
you’re average.  You’re simply not good enough.”  No, no, no.  You are capable through 
Christ. 
 
I’ll just be real transparent with you.  I was this close to quitting the ministry early on.  
This close.  I had worked hard through two years of cemetery … that’s not right, 
(laughter) through a couple of years of seminary, and I was going through the formal 
ordination process with the denomination that I love very much today.  And this group of 
leaders sat around a table and very respectfully said, “You’ll pass.”  Bottom line is, I 
flunked round one of the candidacy process.  They said, “You’re obviously gifted, but 
you are just not gifted like pastors.  Pastors are gifted like this, and you’re like this.”  You 
know, and so what they said is, “We are not sure that you are called to ministry.”  When 
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I heard that, I thought to myself, “Maybe I’m not called to ministry.”  What I heard 
though, loud and clear, was this, “Craig, once again, you’re not good enough.”  The 
voice of people, I heard that reaffirming lie again, “You are not good enough.”  But, do 
you know what?  You know what?  This time, they were right!  Oh, yeah, because there 
is nothing in me good enough.  But here’s the deal, they had never seen Christ through 
me.  They had never seen Christ through me.  I am so far not good enough for this 
church that it would make your head spin.  I’m so far over my head, it’s not even funny.   
 
Oh, man, the voices.  You know what?  There are great Bible teachers out there.  I’m 
not one of them.  There are brilliant leaders out there.  I’m just trying to get my kids fed, 
you know.  There are people so talented.  You know what?  I’m not that smart.  But 
guess what?  Christ through me … oh man!  It’s amazing what He can do.  And it is the 
same for you.   
 
So many people are trying to do things on their own strength, and they’re not getting it 
done.  Gentlemen, you’re trying to please her.  It’s impossible.  (laughter)  She’s a 
moving target!  Haha  You can’t do it.  Christ, through you though, can give you a 
marriage like you’ve never imagined, when you learn to die to self and serve her like 
Christ served the church.  Some of you are trying to get out of debt, you know.  You are 
financially messed up.  So you’re thinking, “Okay, I’ve gotta have more, gotta have 
more.”  God says when you give more, you actually have more.  You do it His way, you 
can get out of debt.  Christ through you.  Some of you, somebody you just love.  You 
would give anything to see them come to Christ.  You tried and you tried and you failed 
and you failed.  You’re like, “It’s just not going to work.”  You don’t have the ability.  It’s 
just not going to work, but Christ through you can use you.  He can give you the words 
to say, the wisdom, the timing, the discernment.  Christ through you can do everything 
that God wants done.  So, I have to tell myself all of the time.  I’ll go home after church 
on Sunday and the lies will start coming in, “Okay.  Craig Groeschel, you didn’t do that 
good.  I can see through it.  You tell the same story you’ve told like fifteen times at 
church.  You know, you’re just not good enough.”  No, no, no.  I’m called by Christ.  I am 
capable through Christ.  So are you.  Whatever He calls you to do, he will equip you to 
do.  You’re not that good on your own, but oh, man, with Him you can do everything He 
calls you to do.   
 
Look at the power of the scripture.  II Corinthians 3:4-5, “Such confidence as this is ours 
through” whom?  Say it aloud, “through Christ.”  The confidence we have is through 
Christ before God.  Not that we are confident in ourselves, but where does our 
confidence come from?  Our confidence comes from God.  Do you see the power of 
this?  It’s all about Christ.  You are called by Christ.  You are capable through Christ.  
And number three, Never, ever forget.  You are complete in Christ.  In Christ, you are 
absolutely complete.  II Peter 1:3 says that, “God’s divine power has given you,” what?  
Would you say it out loud?  “It has given you everything that you need.”  Check that out.  
In Christ, do you realize? … you have everything that you need.  You are complete in 
Christ.  Look at it this way:  How many of you have seen the movie, “Jerry McGuire”?  
Jerry McGuire, hands up, you filthy sinners.  That movie had a very bad sex scene in it.  
Haha  I don’t know anything about it.  I watched the TV version, or read the book, or 
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something.  Okay?  Anyway, there’s a few lines in it that really stand out.  If you 
remember the lines, “Show me the …” what?  “Show me the …” but anyway, Tom 
Cruise comes into the room and there’s all those girls in there, and they all hate guys, 
and he gives her the speech, and at the end of the speech, he drops the line.  Help me 
out.  He looks at her and he says, “You!”  Help me out.  “You complete me,” and all the 
girls cry, and she says … help me out, help me out, she says, “You had me at,” okay, so 
you read the book, too.  Right?  So anyway, good line, Tom.  You complete me.  Bad 
application.  People don’t complete you.  Christ does.  People don’t complete you.  He 
forgot that you have to find the One to be complete in life.  Jesus is the One.  Your 
spouse is the Two.  Okay.  People don’t complete us.  Christ does.  Things don’t 
complete us.  “Well, I gotta have this thing to be happy.  Gotta have more to be fulfilled.  
I’ve got to have more money.  Got to have a bank account.  Got to have a nicer house.  
I’ve got to have a boat.  Got to go on vacation.  Got to have everything paid off before I 
can be happy.”  No.  Money, things, and people don’t complete you.  Christ does.   
 
What are you missing?  Find it in Christ.  Oh, yeah.  Need peace?  In Christ, you find a 
peace that the world doesn’t even know anything about.  Assurance?  He is your 
assurance.  Strength?  His strength is made perfect in your weakness.  Blessings?  Oh, 
blessings that are eternal far outweigh the things of this world.  Comfort?  A comfort like 
a mother comforts her child.  In Christ.  Whenever you see the word complete used in 
the New Testament, most of the time it comes from a Greek word that really refers to a 
ship, and what it means, it means a ship that is fully manned.  In other words, the ship 
has everything that is desired to get to the next destination.  So, think of your life like 
that.  You’re the ship; Jesus is the captain.  He’ll make the wind blow in your sails 
whenever necessary.  And everything that you need to get you to where He wants you 
to go, He empowers in your ship.  You are complete in Christ.  So, “You’re not good 
enough.  You never measure up.  Why try?  You are completely inadequate.”  Pow, 
capture that thought.  Make it obedient to Christ.  No, no, no.  “You don’t understand, 
Satan.  Get behind me.  God says I’m called by Christ.  That’s just how special I am, 
that He would come and die for me.  That I am capable through Christ.  Whatever He 
calls me to do, I can accomplish.  Not by my power, but by His, and I am complete in 
Christ, lacking no good thing.  Everything that I need is in Christ.”  Scripture, Colossians 
2:9-10, “For in,” what?  All of our campuses, say it and believe it, “For in Christ, the 
fullness of God lives in the human body, and you are what?  You are complete through 
your union with Christ.  It’s all about Him.   
 
All of our campuses, let’s pray together.  “God, we ask that in the next few moments 
that we would lose ourselves in You.  That you would renew our minds with Your truth 
and we would be forever different in Your presence.”   
 
Take a minute at all of our campuses, now, and I want you to reflect, and let’s deal with 
this today, and lets defeat it by the power of Christ.  The lie is affecting you as if it were 
true.  It is keeping you from doing what God wants you to do.  It’s keeping you from 
being who God wants you to be.  It’s time to overcome that with truth.  Your old life is 
dead.  You are a new creation.  You have a new heart.  You have a new spirit.  You are 
a new person.  Let your mind be renewed with God’s truth.  Those of you that still deal 
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with the negative tapes from the past, it’s time to erase those.  Throw them away.  
Break them.  We are not listening to them any more.  You are not who others say you 
are.  You are not the sum total of your past.  You are who God says you are.  At all of 
our campuses, those of you who say, “Oh, man, for way too long, this lie has affected 
me as though it were true.  I have believed no matter what, I am inadequate.  I’m not 
good enough.  I don’t have what it takes.  I will never measure up.  I can’t meet their 
expectations.  I just don’t have what it takes.  I’m not good enough.  Craig, pray that 
those lies will be silenced and I would believe the truth.”  If that’s you today, would you 
just lift up your hands today?  Would you just say … All over the place, hands are going 
up.  Oh, man.  Oh, man.  “God I pray in this holy moment, that Your truth would renew 
our minds.  Help us to live by Your truth.”  Now, here’s what I want you to do is, you just 
pray.  I want to speak truth to you.  Those of you who are Christ followers, you are the 
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.  There is now therefore no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.  You are more than conquerors through Christ who gives 
you strength.  God is working in all things to bring about good for those who love God, 
and are called according to His purpose.  You are not a victim.  You are a victor in 
Christ.  You are more than a conqueror.  You can do all things through Christ who gives 
you strength.  Because of His goodness, you are blessed coming in; you are blessed 
going out.  Your sin will not be held against you.  You are a new creation.  Inside of you 
lives the very same spirit that raised Christ from the dead.  You have access to the very 
throne room of God.  Jesus Christ is sitting at the right hand of God, the Father, and He 
is praying for you at this moment.  He is calling you.  You are called.  He is empowering 
you.  You are capable through Christ.  He is loving you.  You are complete.  Everything 
that you need is available through Christ.  Believe the truth.  Believe the truth.  Believe 
who God says you are.  Now that you are believing it, act on it.   
 
As you continue praying today at all of our campuses, there are many of you that man, 
this lie just kind of summarizes your reservations when it comes to God.  I know, it did 
for me.  I grew up always feeling like, “Man I’m just not good enough for God.  There’s 
too much sin in my life.  There’s too much filth.  No matter how much I try to be good for 
God and try to get cleaned up, I never feel clean enough,” and you know what?  If you 
feel that way, just like I did, you are absolutely right, because the truth is, we are born 
sinners by nature.  We are bent towards sin.  We are without Christ.  We are very 
ungodly.  We are very unholy, and God is a perfect and a holy God who cannot even 
look upon sin.  That’s why we feel distant from God.  That’s why God wanted to deal 
with our sin condition by becoming one of us.  God became a human being through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, lived a sinless life and shed innocent blood as a perfect sacrifice for 
forgiveness for our sins.  Now think about this.  If you could have worked your way to 
God, if you could have performed your way or been good enough on your own, there 
would have been no reason for Jesus to come, and to die, and to be raised from the 
dead.  Jesus came so that we could live.  If you could have worked your way there, 
Jesus would have been unnecessary.  But God, in His love and mercy, came to reveal 
His heart and His nature to you, and through His nature, He is calling you and saying, 
“Come!”  Jesus said it this way in Revelation, He said, “I stand at the door and I knock.  
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.”  If anyone, it doesn’t 
matter what you have done, how bad you’ve messed up, how low you feel, how far you 
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are away from God.  Your enemy wants to tell you, “Hey, clean up first.  Get everything 
right.”  No!  Jesus is saying, “Come to Me now.  You are hurting?  Come to Me.  You 
lost?  Come to Me.  Are you desperate?  Come to Me, and I will make you new.” 
 
At all of our campuses, there are those of you, God brought you here at this moment.  
You are drawn in.  You know it.  It is time to say, “Yes, Jesus save me.  Change me.  
Forgive me.  Make me new.  I am coming back to you.” 
 
(invitation continues) 


