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Identity Theft #2 
 

 (Music)  Well, a big welcome to all of our campuses, especially our new campus and 
family members in Ft. Worth.  Accept my congratulations.  We are honored to celebrate 
with you all, also around the world on the internet, and our television family.  God bless 
you all today as we study week number two of the series called, “Identity Theft.”  Today, 
we are going to look at a very common lie that so many of us wrongly believe, and that 
is the lie that “This is just the way I am.  I’ve tried to change this, but I just simply cannot 
do it.   
 
Before we review our key thought for this series, let me tell you a story that will lead into 
it.  Working on our staff at Life TV is one of the most exciting and radical, fanatical 
places you’ve ever been.  We have so much fun during the week, it’s hard to describe.  
We were playing a game, kind of a team development game called capture the flag, 
where we had these flags and different teams would try to break in and do these kind of 
missions to go and steal the flag.  You got all kind of points and you know, as ministers, 
we only work on the weekends, and so that’s what we do during the week.  (laugh)  
Anyway, we’re having a good time doing this, and we had these kind of, you had to do it 
between eight and five during normal business hours.  Well, one of our team members 
who is on what we call the directional leadership team, there’s four people on staff that 
kind of oversee all the campuses.  His name is Kevin Penner.  I want you to see a 
picture of him, just so when you see him at your campus, you will know who I’m talking 
about.  Well, Kevin came in, evidently, about six a.m. and hid out in my office area, 
trying to steal our flag.  And that morning, I came in and sure enough, the Spirit of God 
prompted me that someone, the enemy, is in here.  And I could just sense it deep down, 
and so I went looking around, and I opened up a closet door before the game officially 
started at 8 a.m.  I opened up a closet door, and there was Kevin sitting right there, and 
he just said, “Happy Valentine’s Day,” and then he closed the door back on himself.  
Well, immediately, I realized, “Here’s an opportunity to trap him for the rest of the day,” 
and so I put my foot up against the door to close it.  I called for backup.  I said, “Quick, 
get a chair.  We’re going to jam him in this closet,” and we couldn’t find one that would 
fit it just exactly right, so we just … well, we lied.  And we said, “Okay, okay, now that 
this chair’s set, he’ll never get out, and for a second he tried the door.  We kept our foot 
against there, and the next thing you know, he just started whining this really wimpy, 
“Ohhh, guuuuys.”  And we stayed there with our foot against the door for quite some 
time, and finally, we just took our foot off the door and then it was unlocked.  He could 
have gotten out at any time, but he never even tried.  We laughed until we cried.  We 
was waiting, I go, “He’s not even trying.  He’s going to spend the whole day in there.”  
Well, finally, 8 a.m. came and I had a meeting, and so we went into the meeting.  About 
thirty minutes later, I asked my assistant, “Would you go check on Kevin?”  She went 
and opened up the closet, and he was gone.  What happened is, he was so convinced 
he couldn’t’ get out, that he scaled a bookshelf up through the ceiling.  This is a true 
story.  I was contented with my meeting when I heard someone climbing over my office, 
and the next thing you know, a little office tile lifted up and there was Kevin looking 
down at me.  (laughter)   
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Our key thought for the series is this, if you’re taking notes, write this down, “A lie 
believed as truth,” if you remember from last week, all of the campuses help us out.  “A 
lie believed as truth will affect you as if it were true.”  A lie, even if it’s not true.  Kevin, 
you’re locked in.  You can’t get out.  If it’s believed, it will affect you as if it were true.  
One of the most common lies that God’s children believe is this, “This is just the way I 
am.  I can’t change.  I’ve tried it before and it didn’t work out, and so that proves that I 
can never ever change in this area of my life.”   
 
Let’s let scripture speak to us today, II Corinthians 10:3-4, Paul said this.  He said, “For 
though we live in the world, we do not,” what?  He said, “We do not wage war as the 
world does.”  Verse 4, he said, “The weapons that we fight with, they are not the 
weapons of this world.  On the contrary, God’s weapons, they have,” what?  Would you 
say it out loud?  “They have divine …” do you remember that word from last week, the 
word dunamis?  Dunamis, we get our word dynamite … They have divine dunamis, 
“they have divine power to demolish,” what?  To demolish strongholds.  Now, what is a 
stronghold?  This world stronghold comes from the Greek word ochurôma, which 
means to fortify, or it means a strong castle.  It literally means a prisoner locked by 
deception.  It’s a prisoner that’s locked by deception.  It’s believing a lie.  So many 
people, they are prisoners of a lie.  The door is unlocked and yet, they never step out for 
freedom because they believe they’re trapped.  It’s like a lot of beautiful women I know 
that are rather thin.  They’ll look in the mirror, and they will see themselves as fat.  And 
you can say all day long, “You’re not fat.”  “Yes, I am.”  “No, you’re not.”  And they 
honestly believe they’re fat.  They are a prisoner locked by deception.  Guys are the 
opposite.  Guys think they look good when they don’t, you know.  Guys who wear 
Speedo on the beach and they think they look good, you’re nasty.  You are a tool of the 
devil.  That is not right.  You will answer to God.  You know, guys, he’s walking around 
thinking he looks good.  You are a prisoner locked by deception.  No guy should be able 
to ever walk in a Speedo.  You will answer to God for that, okay?  I just thought I’d help 
you to know. 
 
Let’s read on.  We look today at several different strongholds that may apply in your life.  
I’ve listed them for you, and perhaps these will speak to you.  If you say, maybe, “I 
struggle with this,” at all of our campuses, here’s what I’d like for you to do.  I’d like for 
you to be honest enough to say, “Yes, this is potentially a stronghold, an area where my 
mind is locked on the wrong thing.”   
 
We’ll start off with financial.  Maybe some of you feel like this, “I’ll never be good with 
money.  You know, I spend … I have money, oooohh, where’d it go?  It’s gone.  I don’t 
understand how to budget.  I’ll always be worried about money.  I’ll always be in debt.  
There’ll never be enough.  Money things freak me out.”  How many of you would say, 
“Maybe I have some wrong thought processes about money?”  Be honest.  Hands are 
going up all over the place.  You can just check that box and say this will help prepare 
for your Life Group.   
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Another area of strongholds is what we would call relational strongholds.  That’s a 
person who’d say, “I could never have a good relationship.  I’ll never get married,” or the 
one was married says, “My marriage is always going to stink.  You know, I’ve trusted 
people and they’ve burned me, and so I don’t trust.”  Or, “I’m not very affectionate.  
Yeah, you guys might be affectionate, but I’m just not that way.  I just don’t show 
affection.  I, I just can’t open up to people.”  How many of you would say, relationally, 
that you might have a stronghold that might be very real?  Be honest.  Hands going up 
all over the place.   
 
Another category is what I call habitual strongholds.  You’re addicted to something, or 
you have a habit.  Maybe it’s gambling, uh, lottery, the PowerBall baby.  “Come on, 
God, give it to me.  I promise I’ll tithe,” you know, or whatever.  For some, it’s looking at 
things that you shouldn’t look at.  Looking again, and again, and again, and again, and 
again, and you tell yourself you’re going to stop and you don’t.  You can’t.  Maybe 
you’re addicted to some kind of a chemical.  It could be alcohol.  It could be drugs.  It 
could be pain medication.  Could be that you smoke … cigarettes, smoke some weed, 
others smoke some crayons, you know.  It could be anything for you.  Could be that you 
dip, or you’re addicted to caffeine, $5.00 drinks at the expensive drink store.  How many 
of you say, “Yeah, I probably am addicted to something?  I have a habitual stronghold.”  
Now, God can set you free.   
 
Mental.  There are those who would say, “I just have a bad attitude.  That’s just the way 
that I am.  I see life from a negative perspective.  I’m just kind of a critical person, you 
know, I just kind of have a negative outlook on life,” or, “I’m just grumpy in the 
mornings,” or you know, “I just cuss.  I tried to stop, but I just, you know, it the way I was 
raised, and it’s just the way I am.”  How many of you would say, “Yeah, you got me 
here.  I’ve got maybe some kind of a mental stronghold.”   
 
Let’s look at another one.  I call it a spiritual stronghold.  That would be the person 
who’d say, you know, “I’m on fire for God one day, and then I’m lukewarm the next.  I 
promise I’m going to read my Bible every day for the year.  I make it three weeks, and 
then I quit reading my Bible.”  Or, you know, “Everyone else seems to have this real 
faith, and I just don’t.  I try to pray, and I just don’t do it.  I believe God can answer your 
prayers, but not mine.  I have a hard time trusting God.”  How many of you would say, 
“Yep, got me there.  I might have a spiritual stronghold.”  Be real honest.  All of our 
campuses, lift your hands up.  Thank you so much for your honesty.   
 
The last one will be what I call a physical stronghold, and that is the person who would 
say this, “I just don’t like the way I look.  I don’t like anything about the way I look.  I’d 
change a thousand things if I could.  I see food, and I eat it.  I see people with hair, and I 
hate them.  You know, I got hair on my back and not on my head.  I can’t exercise.  I 
just can’t lose my baby weight, or whatever it is.”  How many of you might say, “I’ve got 
a physical stronghold,” and your spiritual enemy continues to tell you, “This is just the 
way you are.  You can’t change.”  And all of a sudden, after believing that long enough, 
in a sense, we are saying to God, “God, even You can’t change me.  This is just the 
way I am.”  What kind of bigger insult could we ever give to the one who made us than 



 4 

to say, “You don’t have the power to change me.  A prisoner, locked by deception.  With 
the power of God, He can change anything in you that is not like Christ.   
 
What we are going to do today is, we are going to look at a very simple strategy.  There 
is some things that will be helpful for our parts, as we surrender ultimately to the power 
of God that can and will set us completely free.  Three Biblical thoughts that will help 
you get moving in the right direction.  What’s the strategy? 
 
The first thing that we are going to do is this.  We are going to learn that by the power of 
God, to capture wrong thoughts.  Any thought that is inconsistent with God’s word; we 
are not going to allow to continue on in our brain.  II Corinthians 10:5, the Bible says 
that we demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God.  Anything that is not of God, we demolish it.  And what do we do?  
All of our campuses, help me out, “And we take,” say it again.  Say it louder.  “And we 
take captive.”  What do we take captive?  “Every thought.”  And what do we do with it?  
“We make it obedient to Christ.”  Anything that is outside of God’s truth, we grab it.  We 
take it captive.  We make it prisoner.  We make it obedient to Christ.  We do not allow 
any thought that is inconsistent with God’s Word to live on in our minds.  We take it 
captive. 
 
I’ll explain it to you like this:  Our staff here is amazing.  One of the finest staffs that I 
have ever seen anywhere in the church world, and they’ll be one of the first one to tell 
you that I have got very high expectations.  I also have battled within my life, because 
I’m kind of wound up pretty tight, kind of a temper that will come out every now and then 
when things aren’t done the way I want them done.  And the staff will be the first to tell 
you, “Yes, we’ll honor Craig as our leader,” and, “Yes, sometimes, he lets us know 
when he’s not happy.”  And so in my mind, I’ve just said, “Uh, that’s just the way I am.  
You get the good and the bad.  That’s part of the bad, is that sometimes I get angry.  
I’ve tried to change it, and I can’t.  That’s just the way I am.”  So a few years ago, God 
showed me that that’s not the way He wants me.  So, the first thing that I had to do is, I 
had to learn to capture the thoughts.  Before they would become actions or words that 
would start in my mind, I learned to capture the thoughts, and the staff would tell you 
that yeah, I think I have improved a ton with the help of God … until last week.  (laugh)  
We had, at our first experience last week, we had a million technical problems, which 
affects all of the campuses.  We, I was about to teach the second time, and I looked up 
and we had some more technical issues.  I had about sixty seconds before I went live to 
all of the campuses, and I thought, “I can run backstage.  I’ve got time, if I hurry, to go 
back and tell them that they can get it fixed.  We’ve got about 12 volunteers and staff 
members who work overseeing stuff in a back room just outside the back door.  And so 
I looked at my watch, “I can do this,” and so I ran out.  Well, on that day, we’d been 
baptizing, and so the floor in the hallway was very, very wet, and I came around with a 
time limit, and I tried to stop.  And, when I did, I hit a wet spot and my feet came out 
from under me and I crashed down so hard on this bone right here, my microphone fell 
off, hit my head on the back of the floor, slid into the door … faaapppuuuumppphh!  
Then I pounded on the door, and one of the volunteers opened it up, and everybody 
inside was laughing their heads off at me.  Capture that thought.  Capture that thought.  
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Capture that thought, and I captured about ninety-eight of them.  About two of them 
actually slipped out.  Okay?  There will be those times when your thoughts will wander.  
Capture them.  “I can’t change.”  Capture it.  Or, “I’m no good at this.”  Capture it.  “I’m 
just angry, and that’s just the way I am.”  No, capture that thought and make it obedient 
to Christ.  The neat thing is, we’ve got like twelve new volunteers and staff members in 
the back this week that you could meet if you want.  Just joking.  (laugh)   
 
Whenever your mind says, “I cannot overcome this addiction,” capture this thought.  “I 
can’t stop this new habit.  I’ve tried before, and I can’t start this good positive …”  
Capture that thought.  “Well, this is just the way …”  Capture this thought.  Make it 
obedient to Christ.  “I can do all things through Him, who gives me strength.  I’m more 
than a conqueror through Christ Jesus.  I am an over comer.  Not by my own power, but 
by the blood of the lamb and by the words of my testimony. “  We capture every wrong 
thought.  Philippians 4:8, Paul was so brilliant at this.  From a prison, waiting the 
possible execution, he said, “Whatever is true and noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, 
if anything is excellent or praiseworthy,” what do you do? You think about, you think 
about such things.  We capture all the wrong thoughts.  We make them obedient to 
Christ. 
 
The second thing that we do is this.  Number one, we capture wrong thoughts.  
Secondly, we release right words.  We capture the wrong thoughts, and we release the 
right words.  Now, why is it so important to agree with God in our words?  Proverbs 
18:21 says, “The tongue has the power of,” what?  All of our campuses, the power of 
“life and of death.”  The tongue has the power of life and death, and so many people 
speak words of death and defeat.  “Well, I just can’t do this.  And, I’m just not like you.  I 
mean, you’re good at that, and I’m not.  I’ll never do this and I’ll always be like I am, and 
I just can’t change.”  What we do is, we capture those wrong thoughts, and all of a 
sudden by the power of God as He renews our mind, we release the right words.  I’ll 
give you an example of this process in my life, something that I’m not proud of, but it’s 
true.  If you ask Amy, my wife, “What one thing would you change about Craig?”  What 
she would say, and the reason I know this is because I’ve asked her this many times, 
and for years she’s said, “If I could change one thing, I wish that we could pray together 
more.”  And, you may say, “Well that’s not that big of a deal.”  Well, it’s a big deal to her.  
Here’s been my thought process.  Honestly, I don’t like to pray with people.  I don’t like 
to hold hands with them.  They get that hold with squeazy handy thingy stuffy and 
sweaty palms and people pray too long and tell God stuff He already knows, and I pray 
with people all day long, and when I go home, I’ve told Amy, “I’m spiritually fatigued.”  I 
don’t want to do that kind of stuff.  I just want to be a regular guy.   
 
So, my thought process has been wrong, and my words have been wrong.  All of a 
sudden, I started capturing those thoughts.  No, no, no.  This is important to her.  If it’s 
important to her, it’s important to me.  I love to pray with my wife.  The words, in my 
mind, I’m thinking, “Well, sort of.”  I love to pray with my wife.  It’s important to her.  It’s 
important to me.  It’s important to God.  God answers our prayers.  I love to hold hands 
and pray for long periods of time.  I value the spiritual intimacy and the relational 
intimacy.  I value this time with my wife.  So guess what?  Now, I look forward to 



 6 

praying.  After God renewed my mind, I captured the wrong thoughts, and I’ve started 
speaking words that are consistent with God.  You do the same thing.  “I’m quitting 
smoking today.  I’m quitting smoking.  It’s not going to get me anymore.”  I get up every 
morning at whatever time, and I do this, “I love to exercise.  I’m like an exercise fanatic.  
Buns of steel, here I come, baby, you know.  And he starts speaking words that are 
consistent with God wants for you, and all of a sudden, Psalm 19:14 is true for you.  
Help me out, all of our campuses, “May the,” what?  Would you help me out?  “May the 
words of my mouth,” and what else?  “and the thoughts of my heart,” capture the wrong 
thoughts, release the right words.  “May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my 
heart be,” what?  “Be pleasing to You, O Lord, my rock and redeemer.”  Are your 
thoughts and words pleasing to God?  “Why, I just can’t change.”  Prisoner locked by 
deception.  Jesus Christ, by His power, will set you free.  He’s unlocked the door and 
wants you to open it up and walk out, but the problem is, too many people are looking 
for their own escape route and getting caught in the ceiling.   
 
Capture the wrong thoughts.  Release the right words.  Third Biblical principle is this, 
attack and win.  The apostle Paul, Colossians 1:29, help me out at all of our campuses.  
He said, “To this end I,” what?  He said, “I labor.”  Now, notice what he does.  He labors 
and, how does he labor?  He says, “struggling with all Christ’s energy.”  Okay?  When 
Paul says, “His,” he’s not talking about his own.  He’s talking about a power that is 
beyond him.  He’s struggling with all of the energy of Christ, which so powerfully works 
inside of him.  Here’s one of the most common mistakes I think I’ve seen with people 
trying to overcome something, one of these two extremes:  One extreme is, “I gotta try 
harder.  I gotta be better.  I gotta work harder.  If I really was devoted, I’d overcome this.  
It’s all about me. ”  Or, the well-meaning Christ follower who says this, “I prayed about it, 
now God’s gotta do it.  I prayed about it, now God’s gotta do it.”  No effort; no labor; no 
struggle, but in reality, it is the power of Him working in me.  It’s me doing my part, and 
it’s His strength doing what I don’t have the ability to do.  It’s not a all me, it’s not a all 
Him, it’s a all we.  It’s us created to need Him.  It’s Him waiting for us to call on Him.  It’s 
His power; it’s His strength working in us.  I like this word that’s translated as struggling, 
it’s the word asei mêdemiai, and it means to struggle to compete for a prize.  It means 
to contend with an adversary and win.  That’s the word that Paul was doing.  We get our 
word, agony, out of this.  I’m agonizing and His power is carrying me.  I’m working my 
buns off, but it’s not my own strength.  It’s different this time.  You see, many of you, 
you’ll say, “Well, I’ve tried, and I’ve tried, and I’ve tried, and I try, and I even prayed 
about it.”  There ‘s a difference between trying and praying, and trying and surrendering.  
“God, take it all.  Take everything.  I pray, and I give this to You.  I’m still showing up.  
I’m trusting Your power, Your strength to get it done.”  It’s a lot like my two-year-old.  His 
name is Bookie; his real name is Steve, but we call him Bookie.  We don’t know why.  
Bookie is small for his age.  He’s like a little bitty kid, but the dude can shoot basketballs 
like you would not believe.  We got him one of those goals off of eBay.  He just sits 
there, it just this high, and he just … whoof, whoof, and I’m just thinking to myself, 
“College scholarship for this one.”  Okay, he goes on and on and on.  Every now and 
then, he’ll look at the big goal that we have, the grownup size one, and he’ll say, 
“Daddy, I dunk.”  I’m like, yeah, “I dunk, daddy,” and he goes and stands in front of it, 
and he gets real serious, and he bounces the ball, and says, “omppppphh,” and he 
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looks at me and he says, “I dunk.”  And he says, “Daddy, power!”  And that means, I’m 
supposed to come and lift him.  But, you see, he doesn’t just let me lift him, he jumps 
with every bit of bookie strength he has.  Boomp, boomp, boomph, “I dunk.  Daddy, 
power,” whoop … and he jumps about this high off the ground.  I lift him up, he slam 
dunks, he goes, “We did it …daddy!” and he goes crazy, and then he says, “I dunk 
again,” and we do that until I can’t lift him up again.  We did it.  Daddy power.   
 
I don’t have an anger problem.  You see, my mind has been renewed by the power of 
God.  My old nature is dead; it no longer lives.  It doesn’t dominate me like it used to.  
I’ve been crucified with Christ.  I no longer live.  Now, He lives in me.  It’s His power at 
work in me.  I love to pray with my wife.  Why?  Because God has drawn me close to 
Him and close to my wife.  It’s His power working in me.  Well, the first fifty times of 
prayer, I had to work at it.  Didn’t really like it.  His power took over.  His power is real.  
Those things that I used to be addicted to from years ago, alcohol, no more strength 
against me.  I tried for years and years and I couldn’t get over it.  His power at work in 
me.  I labored, He showed up.  He is everything you’ve got, and He’s everything you 
don’t have.  What He brings to the equation.  So you’re spiritual enemy will say you can 
change.  This is just the way you are.  No, no, no.  Christ has opened the door.  You are 
no longer a prisoner locked by deception, captured by wrong thoughts.  Release the 
right words with His power, attack, and win.   
 
Today is the day.  This is it.  Today is the day that Jesus sets you free.  Whatever it is, 
today is the day, “He who the son, Jesus, sets free, is free indeed.”  All of our 
campuses, let’s join together in prayer.  Let’s pray together.  “God, we ask that in the 
next few moments, it would be a holy time with You, that we would be forever changed 
by Your power.” 
 
What I’d like for you to do at all of our campuses, is honestly reflect for a moment.  Is 
there a stronghold, and I want to narrow it all into one thing.  What is the one thing that 
God wants to change in you?  At all of our campuses, if you say, “Craig, there is 
something and I want to learn to capture my thoughts.  I want to speak the right words, 
and I need absolutely God’s power to help me win this.”  Let me tell you, today is the 
day that you’ll begin your victory.  All of our campuses, you will say, “Craig, please pray 
for me in this one area.”  Would you just lift your hands right now?  Just lift them up 
high.  Man, fantastic!  Hands are up all over the place. 
 
“God, I thank You for Your holy presence at this moment.  I thank You that Your 
children can do all things through Your Son, Jesus, who gives them strength.  God, give 
them the ability to recognize the lies of the evil one, to capture those lies and to make 
those thoughts obedient to Your Son, Jesus Christ.  God, may they speak words in 
agreement with Your truth, and may Your truth and Your power set them free.  God, I 
pray that they would no longer be bound by the lies … God, that all of us, that we would 
be set completely free.  Help us to hear Your voice.  God, help us to partner with You, to 
jump as high as we can jump, and let Your strong arms do the rest.  Your strength, Your 
power, God, bring the complete victory.  We thank You, God, that our relationships can 
be better.  That habits can be broken, that generational curses could end today.  God, 
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we thank You ahead of time for what You’re doing at this moment, spiritually in the 
world that we cannot even see.  We thank You that Your power is breaking strongholds 
all through Your glory and through Your Son, Jesus. 
 
As you keep praying today, there are some of you who have never found the true 
freedom in being a Christ follower.  Some of you maybe have tried to be very religious, 
and be church attenders.  Check off the religious things off the box.  Religion actually 
leads to bondage, believe it or not.  The root word for religion is the word, bondage.  
Many of us, we try to work our way to God.  We try to please God.  True freedom 
comes, though, when we experience God in a relational way through His Son, Jesus.  
Some of you may be like me.  I tried to change and tried to be good enough growing up, 
and I just couldn’t change.  The things that I’d want to do, I’d end up doing the wrong 
thing.  The things that I didn’t want to do, I’d end up doing those things.  I didn’t have the 
power.  It was only when I met God’s power through His Son, Jesus, that He was able 
to change me to be more like Him.  God is crazy about you.  He loves you.  So much 
so, that He became one of you through His Son, Jesus, who lived the perfect and 
sinless life and hung out with people just like you and like me, and invited them to follow 
Him.  Jesus died the perfect death, as the perfect sacrifice on the cross, and God raised 
Him from the dead.  And now, scripture, because of that event, God has the ability to 
this surrendered life to break every addiction and change every heart.  The scripture 
says it this way, “If you believe in your heart, and confess with your mouth that Jesus 
Christ is Lord,” that means He’s first, and He’s the boss, the director, the guide of your 
life.  That person, no matter what you have done, no matter how bad that you have 
messed up, no matter how empty your life is, that person will be forever saved.  
Changed.  You’ll get a new heart.  You’ll get a new identity.  The very presence of the 
Holy Spirit of God will move into you. 
 
(invitation continues) 


