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Identity Theft #1 
 

 (Music)  Well, welcome to the first of the series called “Identity Theft.”  As we start 
today, let me tell you a true story.  The fact that I say this when it’s true, might lead you 
to believe that some of my others are not, but you can deal with that as you will.   
 
Context, I have six children.  My first son, he is five.  His name is Sam.  We call him the 
cruncher.  My sixth child is a girl, Rebecca Joy.  We call her JoJo, so I hope you 
understand the players in the story.   
 
Cruncher, the other day, came cruising into the kitchen full speed, panicking, 
screaming, “Emergency!  Emergency,” and then all of a sudden, he threw up into his 
hands, “bluuuuuaaaahhh, emergency, blaaaaauu,” and he threw up again.  I’m like, 
“What is the matter?”  “Mergency, dad.”  I said, What’s the matter?”  He said, “Daddy, 
JoJo’s eating her poop!”  (laughter)  I screamed, “Amy, ‘mergency!”  And just hearing 
that phrase made me nauseous.  I came running into the bedroom, and sure enough, 
15-month-old JoJo had black stuff smeared all over her face, and just smiling away.  I 
ran into the bathroom, throwing up into my hands, “’Mergency.”  Well finally, Amy came 
in and there was good news and bad news.  The bad news is the vomit was very real.  
The good news is, she was not eating her poop, she just got hold of a fudge covered 
Oreo cookie and it looked like poop.   
 
The key thought … I know it’s gross, but hopefully, you’ll remember this.  The key 
thought for our series is this, write this down, a lie believed as truth will affect you as if it 
were true.  A lie that we believe is true, even though it is not true, will affect us as if it 
were true.  For example, JoJo was not eating poop.  That was a lie.  But for Cruncher 
and for me, our vomit was true.  It affected us as if it was actually true.   
 
In this series, we are going to study several different lies that our spiritually enemy 
wants to use to rob us of our identity in Christ.  What is the devil’s greatest weapon?  
John 8:44, the words of Jesus … Jesus said, “When the devil lies, he speaks his native 
language.”  All of our campuses, Phoenix, Ft. Worth, all of you guys help me out, “for he 
is,” a what?  “for he is a liar,” and he is the what?  He is called the father of lies.   
 
Today, we are going to look at one of the most common lies that our spiritual enemy 
wants us to believe, and that is the lie that we have to be strong, that we have to hold it 
all together.  That if it’s going to be, it’s going to be up to me, that we have got to pull 
ourselves up by our boot straps, that we have to work harder, that we have to perform, 
that we’ve got to produce … that we have to be strong.  Next week, we’re going to 
examine the lie that goes like this, the lie is, “This is just the way I am.  I can’t change.  
You know, I’ve always been kind of grumpy in the morning.  It’s just the way I am.  I’ve 
got this addiction, and well, I’m just always gonna have … I’ve tried in the past, but I just 
can’t overcome this addiction.  You know, financially, we’ve just always struggled.  We 
can never be out of debt.  We’re just never going to be good with money.  I can’t have a 
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good relationship.  Yeah, other people can, but you know, we just can’t.  God can heal 
other people, but I know that God won’t ever heal me.  This is just the way I am.” 
 
Today, we’re going to look at the lie, “I have to be strong.”  Jesus, though, gives us the 
answer for the lies.  John 8:32, He said, “They will know the …” know the what?  Jesus 
said, “They will know the truth.”  And what will the truth do?  “It will set you free.”  Today, 
we will talk about strong beliefs, those categories under the lies that we often believe 
about having to be strong.  The first category I will talk about is being emotionally 
strong. 
 
What I’d like for you to do at all of our campuses, is if you even wrongly believe one of 
these lies, and you’d be honest enough to say, “Yeah, I struggle with this,” I’ll ask you to 
raise your hand and then check the box.  What that will do is, it will prepare you for your 
life group study this week, and you can talk openly about your battles and let other 
Christ followers pray for you so you can be free.  Emotionally strong.  How many of you 
know someone that you love that maybe is really emotionally weak.  They are struggling 
and you feel like, “Man, I just have to be there for them.”  How many of you say there’s 
someone like that?  Yeah, emotional strength.  Others would say, maybe children, their 
parents marriages are struggling and the children feel like maybe they feel like, “We 
have to be strong for our parents.  If we work really hard, we can help keep their 
marriage together.”  Parents will often feel that way for their children, “Man, our 
marriage is really messed up, but for the sake of the children, we have to hold it 
together.  We have to be strong.”  Sometimes, maybe deep down emotionally, we’re 
afraid and we feel vulnerable.  By golly, we don’t want anyone to know.  Why?  We have 
to be emotionally strong for others.  How many of you say, “I can related to that?”  I 
often believe … Hands up everywhere.  Thank you for your honesty.  Just check that 
box. 
 
Another category would be this, I’ll call it being provisionally strong.  Many of you can 
relate to this, you know.  “Someone’s got to run the household.  We’ve got to keep 
everything in order.  If I don’t do it, it’s not going to get done.  Gotta keep food on the 
table.  Gotta keep these babies little bottoms clean.  Gotta feed everybody, make sure 
all the laundry’s done.  I gotta balance the checkbook.  I’ve got to keep the yard done.  I 
feel the pressure to get it all done.”  A lot of you will feel the financial provisional 
pressure.  “Man, we’re struggling financially.  Maybe I ought to get another job.  I should 
be better at budgeting.  How are we going to do this with all these kids’ activities.  
Things are so difficult right now.”  For us, I’m looking at all of our kids, and it takes a loaf 
of bread to feed them one lunch.  And they’re little.  I’m thinking, “What happens when 
they become teenagers? And braces?  And automobiles?  And college?”  How many of 
you say, “I feel your pain?  Provisionally, I feel like I have to be strong.”  Hands up all 
over the place.  Just check that box. 
 
Another category is what I would call the spiritually strong.  Maybe you are one of the 
few Christ followers in your family and you feel like, “I have to carry the weight 
spiritually.”  Maybe you’ve got a lot of people that you love that are not Christ followers 
and you feel like, “I’ve got to be a good witness, and say the right things to them, and 
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I’ve got to be praying the right prayers.”  Maybe you are the only Christ followers at your 
office, and people are looking to you.  A lot of them, they’d love to see you mess up.  
“Oh, yeah, we’ll see if that Christianity thing is real or not,” and you feel the pressure.  
Or, you may be a Life Group leader, and you may be afraid, “What if they ask me a 
question that I don’t know the answer to.  I’ve got to keep up the illusion of being 
spiritually strong.”  How many of you say, “I can relate to that.  I feel like I need to be 
spiritually strong for others.”  Check that box.   
 
Another category we’ll talk about is what I call being professionally strong.  Some of 
you, you’ve got jobs that you hate and you work with psycho people.  “I’ve got to endure 
this thing.  I’ve got to be strong, and just endure this job that I absolutely can’t stand.”  
Others of you would say, “Oh, no, my pressure’s different.  I feel like there’s a big weight 
on my shoulders, and if I don’t get it done around here, it’s not going to happen.  If I 
under produce, it could affect a lot of people.  There’s a lot riding on my performance.  
You know, honestly, wrongly, I feel this a lot.  You know, what if I mess up and hurt the 
ministry.  What if I tell a really bad joke, and people don’t come back?  You know, what 
if I do something that jeopardizes the staff and the campuses?”  I feel that kind of 
pressure.  How many of you say, “I can relate.  Professionally, I feel that I have to be 
strong? 
 
The bad news is, if you raised your hand for three or more of those areas, there’s no 
hope for you.  Just go home right now … it’s just game over.  No, not really.  The good 
news is this, that Satan wants you to believe the lie, “I have to be strong.”  Jesus, 
though, wants to reveal the truth, and when you experience the truth, the truth will set 
you free.  I don’t know why it is, as a guy, I know that we men, we feel that we can’t be 
emotional vulnerable a lot of the time.  We feel like physical strength is really, really 
important.  I know, I thought, like even Amy, my wife, would be more impressed if she 
thought I was really, really strong.  One time, I took her to the gym and I thought, “I’m 
going to impress her with just how much weight I can lift.  She may look on and say, 
‘Man, I had no idea!  You’re just like so ripped and strong.’ “ Maybe I thought she’d want 
to have more kids with me or something crazy like that.  So we went to the gym and I 
got under a bunch of weight on the bench press, and I thought, “Now, if I can do this ten 
times, she’ll just like, just want kiss me all night long.”  And so I was doing, I was up to 
four, five, six, s-e-v-e-n, no spot, e-I-g-h-t, n – i – n – e.  I thought, “Ten is a Biblical 
number,” ten commandments and things like that, ten’ll really get her … n-i-n-e, t .. t e… 
oop, boom!  And all of a sudden, very true story, I was stuck under 225 pounds, pinned 
to my chest.  I looked up, and praise be to God, she wasn’t even looking.  Haha, God is 
good.  And I thought, “How am I going to get out from under this?”  Well, the weights 
had little clamps on the ends, so I couldn’t just drop them off, and so I’m praying, “What 
do I do?  What do I do?”  And all of a sudden, I had this idea, “I will roll them off my 
body.”  (laughter) … which wasn’t a bad idea at first, (laugh) blad;dfj;adjkf; I had the 
weights down here across my knees, and she looked over about that time, “What are 
you doing?”  “It’s a new exercise, you see …”   
 
Well, the bottom line is, no matter how strong you are.  If you’re taking notes, write this 
down.  Your strength is limited.  Eventually, you run out.  And many of you, if you are 
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honest right now, you’d say, “That’s where I am.  There’s more than I can handle.  I’ve 
got too much going on.  I don’t know how I’m going to get it all done, and I’m not.”  Your 
fuse is really, really short.  You explode in anger often times at the people that you love 
the most.  You feel pressure and guilt, “If only I worked harder, I was better, I could be a 
better parent, I could be a better spouse.  I could be a better provider, and oh, I could be 
a better Christian, but there’s just so much going on, I don’t have the ability to get it all 
done.”  Bingo, because you are not created by God to have all the ability in your own 
strength.  Your strength is intentionally limited.  God’s strength, if you’re taking notes, is 
unlimited, and that’s why God wants us not to depend on our own limited abilities, but to 
do life empowered by His unlimited spiritual power.   
 
I’ll explain it like this:  We have an older home that has this retaining wall and these 
railroad ties all around the house that are about thirty years old, should have been 
replaced probably ten years ago.  They’re rotten and termites ate them out, and my 
kids’ll walk on them and their feet will fall in the hole.  You know, snakes live in there 
and Amy’s like, “Will you get rid of these?”  And so I said, “Fine, I’ll do it.”  So I got a bid 
to have this all done.  It was going to cost $1,000 to have these railroad ties removed.  
I’m like, “One thousand bucks.  That’s ridiculous.  Give me a shovel!  I’ll do this myself.”  
And the ones laying on the floor came up just fine, but it was when we got to the railroad 
ties that were stuck into the ground, the retaining wall, probably this far into the ground, 
that … see this little blister right there?  See that little blood blister … half a day … dig, 
dig, dig, dig … couldn’t get one single railroad tie out of there.  “Oh, this is ridiculous.”  
And all of a sudden, one of my buddies calls, “What’re you doing?”  “Uh, oh, man, you 
know, diggin’ these retainer wall things out …” He goes, “What do you mean, digging it 
out?  I’ve got a Bobcat!”  Ohhh, ho, hooo, hah!  Do you know what a Bobcat is?  It’s like 
this tractor with a four wheel drive and these claws and things, and he said, “I’ll be over 
there in an hour,” and sure enough, he came over during the hour and he took this thing 
and he just drove right up and stuck these claws into like five railroad ties at a time.  
Blublubsfa;lfkjf … and lifted them out, and threw them to the side.  I was worshipping 
God in my back yard.  Within an hour, he had every single one of those railroad ties out.  
I’m here to tell you, God as my witness, if he hadn’t come along, I would still be digging 
at this moment.  With him, it was an hour.  Two kinds of strength, human shovel 
strength; Bobcat strength. 
 
Many of us are doing life out of our own limited strength, and we are frustrated, worn 
out, and can’t get it done.  There’s limited human strength, and there’s unlimited 
strengths from God.  A look at scripture in the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah, 40:30-
31.  At all of our campuses, would you help me with this verse?  He said, “Even,” what?  
Would you say that word?  He said, “Even youths,” let’s stop right there.  The Hebrew 
word that’s translated as youth, this word is literally talking about the Greek Olympic 
athletes.  So when he says youth, what he’s saying is the best of the best, the strongest 
of the strong, the most supreme athletes, even those people get tired.  Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall.  The best of the best of the best 
have limited strength, but, verse 31, help me out here.  “Those who,” what?  “Those 
who hope in the Lord, he will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like,” what?  
They will, “soar on wings like eagles,” the Bible said.  “They will run and not grow weary.  
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They will walk and not be faint.”  What will they soar like?  Say it out loud, “They will 
soar like eagles,” but most people I know, they fly more like humming birds.  
Brrrrrrrrrrrrrruuuuuuuuppppphhhhhhhhh.  Right?  You ever watch a humming bird?  
Brrrrrrrrrrrruuuuuuuuuuuuuppppppppp – prrrr.  Got it?  Git the kids yet?  Gotta do this … 
gotta pay the bills … gruuuuupphhh.  Gotta … uh, gruuuphh … I feel the 
agrrrrrrrrruaaph … the project … gruuphhggha … gotta study for my te .gga;kfa;lkjg.    I 
can’t get it all done …. Grrrr You’re making me mad … gruughh  I know I … grrrhhh  
Gotta be strong … grrrruuuugggghhh …. (laugh)  I wasn’t even trying to be funny just 
then.  Ha  gruuuuuggghhhhh … going through life.  Did you ever see an eagle?  
Gruuuull … What does an eagle do?  Soars.  Those who hope in the Lord soar.  There’s 
not all this effort and frustration.  The wind of the Spirit carries them.   
 
What are you more like?  “Gotta be strong.  Gotta be strong.  Ohhhh.”  God’s strength is 
made perfect.  So, here’s the lie, “You gotta be strong.  You gotta try harder.  You gotta 
be better!  If you just cared more, if you were more faithful, if you just worked harder at 
it, then you could get it done.”  The father of lies.  The lie is, “I have to be strong.”  
Here’s the truth, if you’re taking notes, the truth is, “You have to be weak, broken, 
vulnerable, and dependent.”  You have to be weak.  The apostle Paul, he learned this, 
and we see kind of God’s lesson in Corinthians 12:9-10.  The context of the story is, 
Paul had something that was driving him crazy.  He called it a thorn in his side.  We 
don’t know what it was, but we know it just bugged the snot out of him and he begged 
God, “Take it away.  Begged Him again, “Take it away.”  Begged Him again, “Take it 
away,” and for some higher purpose, God, left it there.  And in his desperation, God 
spoke to Paul and said this, “He said to me,” help me out all of our campuses, he said, 
“My,” what?  “My grace is sufficient for you.  For my,” what? Say it out loud, “For my 
power is made perfect in,” what?  “It is made perfect in …”  I have to be weak.  He went 
on to say, “Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why for Christ’s sake,” say this aloud, he said, 
“For Christ’s sake I,” what?  “I delight in weaknesses, for when I am,” what?  “For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.”  I like that phrase, “I delight in weakness.”  The word 
delight comes from the Greek word psalo kharis, which means, if you’re taking notes, to 
think well of.  It means to delight, it means to embrace.  Think well of your weaknesses.  
Delight in your weaknesses.  Embrace your weaknesses.  Here’s a question for you at 
all of our campuses, “What weakness do you need to embrace?”  I want you to think 
about that.  What weakness do you need to embrace?  
 
My style is to be very open with our church family.  It becomes increasingly more 
difficult because when I’m really, really honest, a lot of people freak out.  Okay?  But I 
continue to risk.  I have to embrace the weakness that I cannot get it all done.  I am 
weak.  If I tried to describe to you the intensity of having all the kids that we have, and 
leading a church at all the different campuses, and preaching as often as I do, and 
dealing with the staff issue and all of that stuff, it is staggering.  My face physically hurts 
a lot of the time.  It hurts, my face hurts, my head hurts almost all of the time.  I struggle 
with a schedule.  I’m consumed with guilt.  I should be a better dad.  I should be there 
more for the kids, but I should be doing more for the church.  And when I buy into that 
lie, I am at risk all the time.  I have to be better.  I have to be strong.  If I was really 
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good, if I really cared, if I was a better pastor, I’d be this and that and the other.  The 
truth is, I have to embrace the weakness that I will never get it all done.  Nor am I called 
to.  I’m not good enough, and it is in those times that I say I am absolutely weak, that 
then, God honestly gets more done through me than when I’m blalalaaaah.  I have to be 
weak.  I am weak today.  I hurt today.  Maybe God will do the more through my 
weakness. 
 
You don’t have the strength to pull off what you’re trying to pull off right now.  You don’t 
have the strength for your schedule.  Some of you are trying to hold the marriage 
together.  You can’t do it.  God’s gotta do it for you.  You’re trying to get your kids back 
to doing the right thing.  You can’t change people.  Only God can.  You’re in this 
financial hole.  I gotta get out of it oyeahya.  Only God can do it.  You are not created to 
do it on your own.  I have to be weak.  So do you.  II Corinthians 12:9, all of our 
campuses, let’s read this out loud together.  Read the whole thing: “God said, my,” my 
what?  “My grace is sufficient for you.  For my power is made perfect in weakness.”  I 
hope you will see this verse like you never have before.  Let’s look at the original Greek 
words.  The first word is KHARIS.  Everybody say, “KHARIS.”  KHARIS is the word 
translated as grace, and it very literally means, it means unmerited favor.  It means a 
divine influence upon a heart.  It is from God, not from us.  Sufficient.  It comes from the 
word archaeo.  It means eliminating a barrier.  It means sufficient or exactly enough.  
Dunamis.  Everybody say dunamis.  This word, we get our word dynamite from this 
word.  It means explosive, miraculous power, tetelestai.  We’ll get our word tele tubbies 
from this word.  (laugh)  Just messing with you.  This root word is the same word that 
Jesus said while on the cross.  When He said tetelestai, He said, “It is finished.”  It 
literally means completely fulfilled.  The last word is translated as weakness, astheneo.  
It means disease, infirmity, or brokeness.  My KHARISes are my KHARO for you, for my 
DUNAMIS is made TETELESTAI in ASTHENEO.  A very literal translation of this verse 
could go like this, this is the new Craig version.  Okay?  Are you ready for this?  God’s 
divine influence is exactly enough to meet your every need for His explosive miraculous 
power is made completely perfect in you when you are broken before Him.   
 
God’s divine influence is exactly enough to meet your every need, for His explosive 
miraculous power is made completely perfect in you when you are broken before Him.  
Your spiritual enemy would love for you to believe that you can be stronger, that you 
can work it out, that you can pull it off.  You can’t.  I have to be weak, and so do you.  
Apart from Christ, you can do nothing, for it’s not by our might, it’s not by our power, it’s 
not by our efforts, but it is by His Spirit.  Or, there are those of you, you have too much.  
You can’t handle it.  Good news.  You are not created to handle it alone.  You are now 
desperate for God, and He is waiting and ready to make His strength, His power, 
exactly what you need for this moment.   
 
At all of our campuses, let’s be weak together before God in prayer.  Let’s all pray.  
“God, we ask that in the next few moments, we would be so weak and broken before 
You that we would experience Your strength, presence, and power like never before.”  
All of our campuses, there are many of you that are facing too much, and you know it.  
Good news.  You are in a place where you can’t get it done, which means that at the 
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end of your strength, God’s strength and power is ready to kick in.  Others of you, like 
me, you believe a lie, “I’ve got to be better, I got to be this, I got to be strong, I’ve got to 
pull it off.”  You are not created by God to do it without Him.  It’s time to believe the 
truth, “I have to be weak.” 
 
At all of our campuses, those of you who would say, “Yes, Craig, please pray for me.  
I’ve got too much.  I can’t handle any more.”  Or, “I’m trying so hard to handle it, God 
help me to be weak.”  If that’s your prayer today, would you lift up your hands right now?  
All over the place.  Oh, man.  All of the campuses, just lift them up high right now.  
Hands going up all over.  Oh, man.  “God, I pray that in Your presence, You would 
teach us to be weak and vulnerable before You.  Not depending on our own strength, 
not trusting in our own strength, not hoping in our own strength, but trusting and hoping 
in You.  God, may Your divine influence be exactly what we need.  May Your 
miraculous power be our strength.  Allow us to be broken before You.  God, for those 
facing something that they can’t handle, You handle it.  You be enough.  God, for those 
under a performance mentality, may we rest in You, doing what You call us to do, and 
doing it by Your power.  God, may your strength be absolutely perfect.”   
 
As you keep praying today, at all of our campuses, so many people today wrongly 
believe something about God.  You ask people, if you ask me growing up, “Hey, Craig, 
how is it that you can be made right with God?”  I would tell you what so many people 
say, and that is, “Well, you try really hard.  You try to be a good person, and maybe, if 
you’re better than most people or you kind of do your best, then maybe God will 
approve.”  But, scripture tells us the exact opposite.  The Bible shows us the principle 
that our very best performance is not good enough for God, that even the most 
righteous person on earth does not meet the standards of God.  It’s because of that that 
God became one of us in the person of His son, Jesus.  Jesus did for us something that 
we couldn’t do for ourselves.  He was the perfect, sinless sacrifice.  “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Jesus would not 
die, but would have eternal life.”  Scripture is very, very clear.  Ephesians:  “For it is by 
God’s KHARIS, by His grace, by His unmerited favor, by His divine influence.  The Bible 
says we are made right with God.  The Bible says it this way: It’s never, ever by our own 
works.  If we could have worked our way to God, Jesus wouldn’t have had to come and 
die.  It is by faith through the goodness of God through Christ, and that alone, the Bible 
says, so nobody can brag about it.  It is the amazing good news that we cannot work 
our way to God.  Jesus did everything that we couldn’t do for ourselves, and what do we 
do?  We trust Him.  We are weak.  I could never perform good enough to please You.  I 
believe Jesus did what was necessary.  I put my faith in Him.  The Bible says that at 
that moment you are born into the family of God.  All of the filth, the junk, the sin, all of 
the garbage from the past, it’s forgiven by God and you become a completely new 
person.   
 
There are those of you at all of our campuses, God has been working in your life for a 
long time.  This is your day of surrender where you call out and say, “Jesus, You be 
enough.  Save me.  Change me.  Make me new.”  Don’t trust in church.  Don’t trust in 
me.  Don’t trust in the act of baptism.  Don’t trust in church membership.  Don’t trust in 
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trying to be a good person, not a bad person.  Trust in Jesus and Jesus alone, for He 
loves you and wants you to experience His kind of life.  You cannot perform your way to 
Him, you must accept what He did for you. 
 
At all of our campuses, there are those of you today, the truth is about to set you free.  I 
am weak.  I need a Savior.  Jesus save me.  Be the Lord and Savior of my life. 
 
(invitation continues) 


