
I Want to Believe, But …!
Week Four!!

! ! �
Key Scripture!
[God] does not treat us as our sins 
deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so great is his love 
for those who fear him; as far as the east 
is from the west, so far has he removed 
our transgressions from us.  
Psalm 103:10-12 NIV!

When God Doesn’t Seem Fair!
1. God has a purpose in your pain.!!
 … There is wonderful joy ahead, even 
though you must endure many trials for a 
little while. These trials will show that 
your faith is genuine. It is being tested as 
fire tests and purifies gold—though your 
faith is far more precious than mere gold. 
So when your faith remains strong 
through many trials, it will bring you 
much praise and glory and honor on the 
day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the 
whole world. !
1 Peter 1:6-7 NLT!!
2. God is present in your pain. !
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-

present help in trouble. !
Psalm 46:1 NIV!!
But [God] said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 
in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.!
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NIV !
More Scripture  
Psalm 141:1, Job 7:20, 2 Corinthians 
1:3-6, Psalm 34:18!

Start talking. Find a conversation 
starter for your group. !

• Which of Craig’s four messages did you most identify with? 
On-demand God, Killjoy God, Goosebumps God, or Heartless 
God? Why?!

• Have you ever had someone ask you why God lets bad things 
happen? How’d your conversation go?!

Start thinking. Ask questions to get your group thinking. !
• If you were God, what are a few reasons you wouldn’t stop all 

pain? Or, would you?!
• While someone is in the middle of great pain, what could you 

tell them about God?!
Start sharing. Choose questions that create openness.!
• Craig said, “God doesn't always cause the pain, but God can 

always use it.” How have you seen this play out? !
• Have you ever asked God, “How could You let this happen?” 

What life events led to your question? !
• Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. What difficulties can you begin to 

view from this Scripture's perspective? !
• Are any of you in the middle of something painful now? How 

can we pray with you to invite God into it?!
Start praying. Be bold, and pray with power. !

God, Your Word says You are our ever-present help in trouble. 
Will You show Your presence in our pain? Forgive us for when 
we’ve doubted Your goodness. We believe You have a 
purpose for us, and You are here with us. Thank You for Your 
unfair grace to us. Amen. !

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.!
• Read how other Life.Church attenders are finding God in the 

midst of their pain: www.go2.lc/pain  !
• Think of one or two people you know who are hurting right 

now. Include them in your prayer time, and do something 
practical to show them God’s love this week.!

• Read the When God Doesn't Make Sense Bible Plan this 
week: www.go2.lc/whengod


