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HOSTAGE #5 
 

[video]  Well, I want to welcome all of our campuses to the fifth and final week of our 
series called Hostage.  Man, it is so good to have you guys with us at all of our 
campuses and network churches.  It is our hope, if this is your first time at a LifeChurch 
campus or at our online campus, that through the worship and through just kind of 
hanging out in a physical lobby or in a chat room and by just the preaching of God’s 
word that you would not only be moved, but you would be completely changed.  That’s 
our prayer for today.   

My name is Chris Beale, and I serve on staff here at LifeChurch as what we call a 
regional pastor, and that means as we grow, we have now thirteen campuses.  We are 
all over the world on the internet, and as we grow, we have different layers of leadership 
and I have the overwhelming opportunity and responsibility to lead and serve half of our 
thirteen campuses, and as, with the responsibility comes the incredible perspective at 
the enormity of what God is doing, and in seeing the lives across state lines and 
international boundaries that are changed because of what God is doing.  It is an 
unbelievable thing to see that we all can be a part of.   

If you have your Bibles, would you open up to II Corinthians 10, and as you’re turning 
there, I’d like to ask you guys this question.  Anyone at all of our campuses ever make a 
living, either now or at some point in sales?  Would you raise your hand?  All of our 
campuses, your sales?  God bless you.  I’ve tried.  I’ve got this spiritual gift of “I don’t 
know what the opposite of being a good salesman is, but that’s me.”  When I was in 
college, early ‘90s, I was convinced that I would make a small fortune, and it was 
extremely small, of selling door-to-door.  Okay?  Door to door.  That’s a foreign concept 
to many of you, but I’m selling door to door, and what I’m selling is $1,000 sets of 
kitchen steak knives.  Now, yeah, your mind’s already going there.  Okay.  There are 
some challenges with making that fortune.  First of all, it’s the early nineties.  Nobody 
pays a thousand dollars for kitchen steak knives or kitchen knives.  Maybe a car, 
maybe, okay.  Of course, a car, but nobody pays a thousand dollars for kitchen knives.  
Second problem with this making my fortune here is that the people that I’m going to 
their house, they have to actually be comfortable with me, a stranger, coming into their 
home, presenting my beautiful display of butcher knives.  You see the problem there?  
There is a problem.  The second problem, or the third problem I guess now, is that there 
are a group of people that are excited for me to come in and show them my knives, and 
that, those are people that I just don’t want to be in their house.  They’re just creepy, 
creepy.  So, I would go in and I would do my pitch, and I would cut through the can and 
then slice the tomato.  And it, it worked.  It’s great, and I cut the brick and, and kind of 
the big crescendo to my, my display was, I would take these kitchen shears – they were 
heavy duty scissors – and a penny, and I would cut the penny in such a way that I could 
make it into a corkscrew.  Nobody bought it.  Can you believe that?  Nobody bought it.  I 
went in about twenty homes and did my pitch, and do you know what?  There were so 
many people, my friends and family, and even myself thinking, “You know what, Chris?  
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You’re an idiot.  You’re not going to sell anything,” and anybody that’s in sales knows 
that if you go into a situation thinking, “I’m not going to sell anything,” guess how many 
you sell.  Zero.  Not only did I not sell anything, I talked every single customer out of 
buying what I was selling.  Half way through my deal, I’m like, “You know what?  This is 
stupid.  You don’t need to sell a thousand dollars on knives.  Just go to Wal-Mart.”  I 
was horrible at it.   

Well, here is my concern.  My concern is that over the last four weeks, as we have been 
talking about different things that we are held hostage to, whether it was in Craig talking 
about being bitter or, or worrying, or when Chris Spradlin  talked about being addicted to 
some addiction, or maybe it was when Miles Paludan talked about being addicted or 
held hostage to anger.  My fear is that something clicked on, and this is a good thing, 
and you said, “You know what?  I’ve got to get free of this.  I’ve been struggling with this 
forever,” and so you kind of like signed the spiritual contract.  You draw a line in the 
sand saying, “You know what?  Today I’m going to be free,” and if it hasn’t already 
happened, maybe next week or the week after that, you are going to fail, and you’re 
going to think to yourself, “Who am I kidding?  Been here, done that.”  I believe that we 
have a spiritual enemy, and that enemy, Satan, wants to keep us imprisoned, and 
whether it’s lust or alcohol or drugs, or whatever your poison is, I think behind that there 
is a lie that holds us in that prison.  And today, we are going to talk about being hostage 
to lies.   

Check this out.  II Corinthians 10, Paul says, “For though we live in the world, we do not 
wage war as the world does.”  He says, “On the contrary,” he said, “The weapons that 
we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  They are not the things that are 
common to the things that we see around us.”  He says, “They have, our weapons, 
divine,” what?  Say it with me.  “They have divine power to demolish strongholds.”  So, 
we will talk about the weapons here in just a minute, but this word strongholds, what is 
that?  The Greek for that word strongholds is the word ochuroma (okh-oo’ro-mah).  
Would you say it with me?  Ochuroma, and it literally means to fortify a strong castle, a 
what?  A prisoner or a hostage locked by deception.  A hostage to lies.  And so let me 
ask you, right now, what lies are holding you hostage?  Just think about it.  At all of our 
campuses, what is it?  What lies hold you hostage?  We could spend the better part of a 
year talking about what God’s word says about the collective sum of things that came to 
all of our brains just now.  Today, we are going to talk about one lie that I believe far too 
many of us are hostage to, and we don’t even know it.  “God can’t change me.”  See if 
you see yourself anywhere in this.  “As much as I try, I can’t stop losing my temper with 
my kids.  I can’t.  I can’t stop taking these pain pills.  The accident was a long time ago, 
yet I’m still taking them today.  I can’t stop worrying and freaking out about finances, 
about the economy.  I can’t control the things that come out of my mouth.  I can’t stop 
looking at porn.  I can’t look like that person.  I’ve tried, I’ve tried to exercise.  Nothing 
changes.  I’m not good enough.  I struggle, and struggle, and struggle, and struggle.  
I’ve tried to quit.  I’ve failed at trying; therefore, it proves that I cannot change.”  Have 
you ever found yourself in that, that horrible cycle of failure and guilt and promises that 
leave you believing this thought, “This is just the way I am”?  And if at any moment, or 
even right now, you find yourself in the season of your life thinking, “You know what?  
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I’ve struggled with this for so long, this is just the way I am,” we’ve bought the lie.  
We’ve bought it, and if this is just the way I am, then surely God can’t change me, 
because if He could, wouldn’t He have already?   

Many of you, some of you know my story.  I’ve shared it a couple of times from this 
stage.  For those of you that don’t, from the time that I was eight years old to a little over 
six and a half years ago, I was a prisoner, a hostage to sexual sin, specifically 
pornography.  I was a little child, and I remember going in my dad’s room.  Under his 
bed there was a magazine, and at that moment, a door opened to a struggle that 
followed me for years.  And so, I go through junior high.  A struggle followed me.  I go 
through senior high and start college.  I become a follower of Christ, graduate college, 
become a pastor, become a husband, become a father, and that, that prison followed 
me every step of the way.  Now, how does it play out?  You struggle, struggle, struggle 
in your mind, and you say, “God, I don’t want to do this.  I want to be free from this,” and 
then in a weak moment, boom.  You fail.  What happens?  The guilt sets in.  Right?  The 
guilt sets in and you say, “God, if You will only forgive me, I will never do this again.”  
Ever make that promise to God?  And so you do good a week, maybe two, maybe 
three, maybe a month, and then a weak moment comes.  What do we do?  Failure.  
Guilt.  “God, if You would only forgive me, I’ll never do this again,” and the cycle goes 
on and on, day after day, month after month, year after year, decade after decade.  
“What else am I to believe but this is just the way I am.  I’ve tried to fail, I’ve tried to quit.  
I’ve failed at quitting; therefore, God can’t change me.”   

Scripture has something profoundly different to say.  If at any part in this you see 
yourself, check this out.  In Ephesians 2:10, Paul says that we are God’s what?  We are 
God’s masterpiece.  I love that word.  And He has created us anew in Christ Jesus.  
Why?  So that we can do the what?  So that we can do the good things that He planned 
for us.  When?  Long ago.  Paul says, “Not only can God change you, but He has a plan 
that He planned long ago to use you.”  That Greek word for masterpiece is the word 
polema (poy’ay-mah), and it literally means a product of a designated purpose, 
workmanship, masterpiece.  My, my good friends know this about me, especially those 
that helped me move when I changed houses, because they have to carry all of the 
heavy stuff.  I love to build furniture, and I’m a second-generation carpenter.  My father 
was incredible craftsman.  He taught me so much, and the, I think the reason that I love 
it so much is because in ministry, there is never a time that I can like step back and look 
at the hours that I put in and say, “Man, it’s finished.  It’s done.  I never have to do this 
again.  I never have to share the Gospel again.  I never have to counsel again.  We’re 
done.  We’re finished.”  It’s just this kind of ongoing thing that never ends, and so as a 
guy, for whatever reason, I had this need to feel accomplishment, something I could 
look at say, “Even if it’s jacked up, I never have to mess with it again.”  That, I like that.  
I like that idea, so I love to build furniture.  And for some of you, this is going to be really 
hard for you to believe, but there was a day before the invention of particle board, there 
was.  Before our furniture came in cardboard boxes with instructions, and those little 
cans and screws with things left over, things that make you want to cuss when you’re 
putting it together.  Come on, you know what I’m talking about.  There was a day before 
that day where there were craftsmen who could look at a tree and say, “That’s a good 
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tree,” and they’d, they’d nail it into boards.  They’d take the boards and they’d fashion 
the boards into pieces of furniture, whether it’s a bed, a table, a dresser, and they would 
literally stand the test of time.  Today, it’s something we like to call antiques, and I’m 
fascinated by the craftsmen, and so I would begin to study some like fifteen years ago, 
the Shaker culture and how the Shaker’s lived their lives and how their, the furniture 
they build, was a reflection of their spiritual beliefs, and so I began to build Shaker 
furniture.  And my wife dug it because she gets furniture out of the deal, so it works for 
everybody.  And so, she’d come out into the garage.  It was like a one-car, tiny little 
garage, and I’m, I’m cutting boards on the table saw, and she’s like, “Honey, are you 
okay?  You’re so cute.”  I’m like, “I’m good,” and it would be better if I had a beard and 
smoked a pipe, but I don’t, but that wouldn’t really top it.  So, she would come and ask 
me all throughout the process, do I need anything, because she knows that there’s a 
moment coming that is the most dreaded moment of the furniture building process.  And 
for me, that’s gluing.  Now, the reason it’s so dreaded is because you spend all this time 
finding the right wood and, and, and you know, cutting the joints in such a way that it all 
fits together, but when you start to glue and clamp the piece together, you’ve got like an 
eight to ten minute window to screw the whole thing up.  And so, I become a 
psychopath.  I’ll just tell you, and what I do is, I yell.  That’s just what I do.  I’m not like 
mean.  I just get real intense, and so I’m like, “Honey, I need an extra pair of hands,” 
and she comes and we’re gluing.  We’re fitting the thing together, and we’re putting 
clamps and I’m yelling at her, and she’s crying, and she’s clamping, and that’s just what 
we do.  And then when we’re done, it’s all square.  We have a piece of furniture, and 
that’s how we build furniture.  And that’s, that’s the way … it works for us.  And so, 
anyway, so this table right here, I built this table like two years ago, and it’s just a table.  
All right?  There’s nothing fancy about it.  There’s no, it’s just clean lines.  It’s just a 
table.  And a couple of years ago after I built it, I had some benches that went with it.  
We had our LifeGroup over for dinner one night.  And if you’re new at this, a LifeGroup 
is where we get together, thousands of people at all of the campuses all over, we get 
together in our homes and we talk about what God’s doing in our lives and pray for each 
other.  It’s good stuff.  And so, we were having dinner at this table, and Cindy told our 
LifeGroup, she said, “Uh, hey, Chris built that.  Isn’t that cool?”  And you could see the 
look in their eyes immediately, cause there was like eight of them sitting on those 
benches, and they were like, “Oh, my gosh.  That’s great.  We’re going to fall.”  And so, 
they did … “It’s going to break.”  And it, you know, wouldn’t it be funny if this broke right 
now?  It would just totally ruin my next point.  But, so they’re sitting there and what was 
interesting to me now, is that to them and maybe even to you, it’s just a table.  You have 
no idea of what it’s capable of.  You have no idea if this will break as I am sitting on it 
right now.  Why?  Because you didn’t make it.  But I did, and I know intimately what it is 
capable of, because I looked and looked and looked for the best two or three hundred 
year old cherry that I could find, and I spent about 30 hours on this joint right here, on 
these joints, on the mortise and tendon joints that put the leg to the rail.  And it’s time 
consuming.  It’s tedious.  And I spent an incredible amount of thought and time putting 
this thing together, that I know exactly what it is capable of, because in a way, I’m it’s 
master.  It’s my masterpiece.   
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Here’s my point.  I fear many of us find ourself in a place where we struggle with that 
same thing over and over and over, and we find ourself thinking, “You know what?  This 
is just the way I am.  I’ve tried to change.  I’m incapable of overcoming this.”  And to 
you, with all respect, I want to say this.  How on earth do you know what you are 
capable of?  You didn’t make you.  God made you, and as we just read, He called you, 
you, His masterpiece that He planned intricately how He wired you long ago for a 
specific purpose to accomplish good works.  You see, the truth is for those of us that 
struggle with this thought that, “This is just the way I am.  I’ll never change.  I’ll never 
conquer this.”  If you are in Christ, if you are a follower of Christ, the truth is this.  We 
doubt and we wait for some illusive magical switch, where all of our struggling stops.  
We’re waiting for God to do something that He has in fact already done.  This is where it 
gets good.  Check this out.  In II Corinthians 5:17, Paul says, “Therefore if anyone of us 
is in Christ, he is a,” what?  “He is a …”  I’m sorry.  “If anyone is in Christ, he is a,” 
what?  “He is a new creation.  The old has gone and the new has come.”  He has 
already changed us.  He has already done what we are begging and dying for Him to 
do.   

So, at this point, there’s got to be some level of dissonance in our minds.  “Okay, Chris, 
I’ve raised my hand.  I’ve given my life to Christ.  I’ve asked God to forgive my sin; yet, 
the struggle that I’ve struggled with for so long, I am still struggling.  What is wrong with 
me?”  It’s the same thing that’s wrong with me for so many years.  Two things.  One, 
we’ve bought the lie, waiting for something that’s already happened.  God has changed 
us.  The lie, “This is just the way I am.  He can’t change us.”  And two, and this is what 
we are going to talk about now.  We are using the wrong weapons.  We are using the 
wrong weapons.  Paul talked about in that scripture, at the beginning of this message, 
that there are these weapons that have divine power, remember, to demolish 
strongholds, which we know are prisons to lies.  So what are those weapons?  If you 
are taking notes, write this down.  The first weapon is this.  Write it down.  First thing we 
are going to do is, we are going to capture wrong thoughts.  Write that down.  In the 
very next passage in that scripture, Paul says, “This is what we do.  We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God,” and 
what are going to do?  “We are going to take captive,” how many thoughts?  “Every 
thought and make it obedient to Christ.”  I love that we are ending the series on, on 
Hostage, not talking about what we’re not going to be hostage to, but what we are going 
to take as our hostage.  And that is everything that comes into your mind, everything 
that you see on that television or on the internet, at your work, at school, everything that 
presents itself, that sets itself up opposed to what God has already told us.  That we will 
take those thoughts captive, and we will make them obedient to Christ.  How does that 
work?  We have to differentiate between fact and truth, so you may say to yourself, “I, I 
can’t lose weight.”  Well, let’s break that down.  Fact is, I’m probably overweight.  Let’s 
just call it that.  I’m, I’m overweight.  The truth is, that God can give me the discipline 
and the power to overcome.  He can.  You may say to yourself, “My marriage is failing.  
There is no hope.”  Fact, “I haven’t been the husband that God created me to be.  I’m 
not leading spiritually.  I’m not sacrificially serving.”  Those are the facts.  The truth is, 
that God can make me into the husband that He created me to be.  You may say, “God 
could never forgive me.  I’ve just blown it too bad.”  Fact, you’ve sinned.  You have.  
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You’ve blown it just like the rest of us, and scripture says that the penalty of sin is death, 
but the incredible truth, God says that while we were still sinning, Christ died for us, so 
that as we put our faith in Him, and as we give Him our lives, we could have life.  Many 
of you are going to experience that truth for the first time today.   

Fact versus truth.  First thing we are going to do, we are going to take captive wrong 
thoughts.  Second thing we are going to do, we are going to speak truth.  Write that 
down.  We are going to speak truth.  Now, notice I didn’t say we are going to think about 
truth, although that is important.  We are going to know the truth.  That’s important.  We 
are going to memorize truth.  That’s important, but that’s not what I said.  I said we are 
going to do what?  We are going to speak the truth.  See, our words have far more 
power than many of us realize, and the way that we say things around the people 
around us.  Check this out.  Proverbs 18:21, “The tongue, the things that we say, have 
the power of,” what?  “Of life and death.”  That’s extremely extreme language.  The 
things that come out of my mouth have the power of life and death, and I think all too 
often, we speak our way to our own defeat.  We, we say things like, “I’ll always blank.  I 
can’t.  I’ll never.  I’m not.”  Whatever, and in saying those things that are opposed to the 
truth of what God said about you, we are giving power to a lie.  And giving power to a lie 
leads to a lifestyle of bondage, of imprisonment to a lie.  And so, it is critical that we 
have to capture those wrong thoughts and we have to speak the truth.   

So, as I’m going through one of the darkest seasons of my life.  I was on staff here at 
LifeChurch.  I was, had been a follower of Christ for many years.  I was a father and a 
husband, and a prisoner.  I had a totally separate secret life, where I was absolutely 
enslaved to sexual sin and pornography.  And it got to the point where I was unfaithful 
to my wife, and so I’m an adulterer on top of being a liar, and I couldn’t, I couldn’t live 
there anymore.  I was, I was absolutely done, and so what I did is, I just told everybody.  
I told my wife everything.  This was about six and a half years ago.  I uh, Craig 
Groeschel was my boss, and I called him and I told him everything, and God at that 
moment did what only God can do, and He began a process of healing.  So, as I 
resigned my role as a pastor, I had to find a job.  And so, what I did was, I actually 
ironically went into sales.  I became a lumber salesman, and was actually pretty good at 
it.  I was much better at selling lumber than I was at selling kitchen knives, so that’s a 
good thing.  So, I uh, I drove to this Home Improvement store at 5:45 every morning for 
eighteen months, and I drove in my little ’94 Geo Prism, and I sat in my car at 5:45, and 
every morning for eighteen months, I did the same thing.  I had this little list that a 
mentor of mine made for me, and it had all of these things that the Bible says were true 
about me.  Now, I didn’t feel like they, it didn’t feel like they were true.  If you looked at 
my life, the facts of those truths weren’t there, but it was still truth.  And so every day, for 
five hundred and forty-eight days, I read them out loud.  I didn’t just read them or think 
about them, I spoke them, and it takes great faith to speak truth when everything around 
you tells you the opposite.  And so, I had to say things like, “I am an over comer by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the words of our testimony.”  I said, “Greater is He who lives 
in me, God, than he that lives in the world, Satan.”  I said things like, “I’m the 
righteousness of God in Christ.  I am His friend.  I’m God’s adopted Son.”  And then it 
would get a little bit hard and I would have to say things like this.  “God loves me.  No, 
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He even likes me, and He forgives me.  I’m His masterpiece.”  It takes great faith in a 
season like that to say words like that, but it was through speaking the truth that it gave 
power to the truth, and over time, two hundred and forty-eight days, three hundred and 
forty-eight days, five hundred and forty-eight days, that truth spoken out of my mouth 
created a lifestyle where now, there was physical evidence of something that now I 
believed.  I spoke, and now I’m living it.  There is great power in the things that come 
out of our mouths.   

We are going to capture wrong thoughts.  We are going to speak truth.  And number 
three, write this down, we will not quit.  Write it down.  We will not give up.  I think, in 
American culture, ninety percent of us who struggle with the same thing over and over 
and over, know exactly what we must do to be free; yet, our pain tolerance, it just isn’t 
there and we quit.  We, we just absolutely give up, and so, let me paint the picture.  This 
is not one of those things where we look in the mirror one day and say, “I’m good 
enough.  I’m smart enough, and gosh darn it, people like me.”  That’s not what we’re 
talking about.  I’m not, I’m not talking about ladies, it’s not … I’m not talking about 
speaking something into existence like, “My husband looks like Matthew 
McConaughey.”  Dang it.  That’s not what I’m talking about.  What I am talking about is, 
day after day after day in the normal things that happen in our lives, agreeing with God, 
and it takes great faith, pain tolerance, and perseverance to do that.  It requires sheer 
will.   

I want you to hear this passage.  Colossians 1:29, “To this end,” Paul says, “I labor.”  
What’s that next word?  “Struggling with all of,” who’s energy?  “With all of his energy, 
which so powerfully works in me.”  That word struggling, we get the, the root word there 
that we get our word agonize from.  Make no mistake, this is not an easy process.  It 
requires incredible determination and faith, but as you will look at this word, to struggle 
means to compete for a prize, to contend with an adversary and to what?  And to win.  
We are not struggling for struggling’s sake, we are struggling so that we can have 
victory, and it takes pain tolerance and it takes will and it takes perseverance.  You 
know, I had 548 days of speaking truth, but it had to start with one day.  And then one 
day had to go to two days, and three days and so on and so on and so on.  It takes 
perseverance, people.  Getting free from that which has held you captive will take 
perseverance, and you will fail, but then you will have to pick yourself back up and keep 
going, and keep speaking truth, and keep capturing wrong thoughts.  And in the end, 
you will win.  You will be free.   

My greatest fear in that period time between when I was eight and as a dad with three 
beautiful boys was that I would pass on my struggle to them.  And you know, there is 
scriptural evidence, story after story, where, where someone struggled with a sin in the 
Bible.  And they never dealt with it, and they never confessed it.  They never gave it to 
God, and you can see, they passed their sin, specifically, on to their children, and that 
thought haunts me.  Because, I knew the agony that I had lived in.  And I would not wish 
that off on anyone, much less, my own children.  And today, by the truth of who God is 
and what He’s done, I have a wife who stuck with me, who I do not deserve, who not 
only loves me, she respects me, and I have three beautiful boys who want to be me.  
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They want to be daddy.  They want to be like me.  They say, “Daddy, can we be a 
campus pastor?”  “Absolutely, you can.”  They want to be like me, and for the first time 
in my whole stinking life, that would be a great thing if they lived and grew up to be like 
me today.  Without sounding church-y, the truth of who God is and who He says you 
are, if you let that penetrate your mind and come out of your mouth over and over and 
over, day after day, it will set you free, and you will be changed.   

All of our campuses, let’s pray together.  “Father God, I thank You so much that You 
give us love that we don’t deserve, and I thank You for the truth of who You are and 
what You’ve shared with us today.  God, give us the courage to be honest with 
ourselves and with You.”   

In an attitude of prayer, for those of you who are followers of Christ, I want to read a 
passage of scripture to you, and I want you to just think about it.  Philippians 3:13, “But 
one thing I do, forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.”  I want to ask you something.  Have you given up?  Have you gotten so 
imprisoned by the failures of the past that you’ve stopped straining and struggling and 
agonizing in the process of becoming like Jesus, becoming the person that He created 
you to be?  The lies enslave us, but the truth liberates.  I think a lot of us have just 
forgotten what God says about you, and I want to challenge you.  If you’re a follower of 
Christ and you find yourself in that place of constant failure, constant fear, and not living 
out who God has created you to be, and you’re asking for a fresh touch from Him, for a 
renewal in your heart about what He says about you.  If that’s you, before Him, I want 
you to just raise your hand and say, “God, I need You.  I need You to speak to me.  I 
need Your truth.  I need to break free of this sin.”  Hands everywhere.  Hands 
everywhere.  I want to pray for you.  “God, thank You so much for the courage of people 
to say they are in need of You.  That is an environment within which You work Your 
best, and I pray that Your truth would overwhelm their lives and their families, and I pray 
that You would surround them with people that would encourage them to persevere, to 
press on, to engage the struggle of living their lives for the fame of Jesus.  And I thank 
You in advance for what You’ve already done and what You have yet to do. “ 

As we continue to pray, I said earlier that the moment that we say yes to Jesus, in that 
moment of desperation, we call out on His name, that He changes us.  Everything is 
made new, the Bible says.  All of your sin is forgiven.  You’re given a purpose and a 
hope to live for, and for many of you, I fear that, that change has not occurred.  I fear 
that maybe you’ve heard the message, but you’ve never received it.  The Bible says 
that we’ve all blown it.  We’ve all sinned, and that the wages of our sin, the penalty is 
eternal separation from a perfect and holy God.  But the good news is that Jesus loved 
us enough that He came and died after living a sinless life, so that if we put our faith in 
Him, give our lives to Him, that we would be forgiven.  We would be forever changed, 
and we would live for a purpose that is bigger than ourselves and anything we’ve ever 
known.  And there are some of you that today is that day that everything changes.   
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At all of our campuses, if God is calling you to Himself, to a place of surrender, boldly 
without hesitation, lift your hands right now.  Say, “That’s me, God.  I’m lifting …”  Yeah, 
right over here.  God bless you.  Both of you right here.  Right here in the back.  God 
bless you.  Others of you.  I see that hand.  God bless you.  Both of you together, man, 
yes!  Others of you.  “God, I’m giving You my life.  I surrender everything.”  Hand lifted 
high.  Both of, yes ma’am, I see you.  God bless you.  Recognize that this decision, this 
moment of faith … yeah, right over here in the back.  I see you.  It not only affects you, it 
will literally affect generations after you.  This moment could change your family’s 
heritage forever.  Anything that the grace of God touches … yeah, right over here.  
Anything the grace of God touches will not be the same.  You will leave completely 
changed.  Before we pray, is there anyone else?  “God, I surrender.  I admit,” yeah, God 
bless you.  Hand lifted high.  Tears everywhere.  God is, God is doing what God does, 
you know?  He just tells us He loves us, draws us to Himself.  Is there anyone else 
before we pray?  Just let Him love on you.  Anyone else?  All right.  Okay.  Yes, God 
bless you.  I see you.  Anyone else?   

All right, let’s pray.  Say this with me.  Say, “Father, I need You.  I have sinned and I am 
asking You to save me.  Jesus, I believe that You died to pay for my sins, and I receive 
Your grace now.  I give You my life.  Use it all for Your glory.  In Jesus’ name.”  And 
everybody said … Go crazy, guys.  Come on.   


