
KEY SCRIPTURE
Matthew 1.18-25

PURSUE GOD
In the Bible, the story of Jesus’ life is recorded in four separate books called the gospels; 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each of the gospels give us a similar but unique perspective
of the life of Jesus. The passage below is found in the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew writes
his gospel through the lens of a Jewish man. He includes a lot of details not found in other
writings including prophecy ful�llments, historical context, and other nuances a practicing
Jew would understand.   

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:  His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful 
to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind 
to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a 
Son, and you are to give Him the Name Jesus, because He will save His people 
from their sins.”
All this took place to ful�ll what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel” 
(which means “God with us”).
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until 
she gave birth to a Son. And he gave Him the Name Jesus.
For Matthew, the story of Jesus begins with confusion surrounding the conception of a
child. The two were in a committed relationship, the engagement was legally binding, 
but the story being written had been interrupted through Divine intervention. Joseph
had a choice. He could divorce Mary and dismiss her as being unfaithful. Or he could
trust what the Lord was saying through an angel “... do not be afraid.” He chose to be
patient. He chose to respond and not just react to the situation. And because of his
obedience he was blessed to be part of Jesus’ life, and raise Him as his Son.

LOVE LIFE
What makes the virgin birth of Jesus so signi�cant in the story of God?

Where can you implement the faith Joseph displays in your life today?

  

HERE COMES HEAVEN 


