
KEY SCRIPTURE
Nehemiah 4.13-14

PURSUE GOD
Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at 
the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and 
bows. After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the o�cials 
and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is 
great and awesome, and �ght for your families, your sons and your daughters, 
your wives and your homes.”   
The exile from their land was over for some, but the walls of Jerusalem were still in 
ruins. Nehemiah had set out to see the land of his ancestors, and to rebuild the walls of 
the city. He knew the hand of the Lord was with him, but from the beginning of his 
journey was met by those who would oppose God’s plan. He was mocked, ridiculed, 
unfairly questioned, and falsely accused by many that were more interested in 
protecting their in�uence in the area, than to see the work and restoration completed. 
Nehemiah was a threat to the status quo, and his response to the ridicule he faced was
to pray and continue the work God had called him to accomplish. Instead of folding,
in the face of fear Nehemiah remembered how great and awesome God was. 
Just because God’s hand is in the situation, doesn’t mean you won’t face opposition. 
And just because God has called you to a work, doesn’t mean you won’t face people
who question your intent, mock your motive, or laugh at what you do. A calling
from God doesn’t exempt us from facing our fear or experiencing failure. A calling
produces an opportunity to remember God when we face our fear, and when we 
experience failure. And the only way to �ght fear and failure is through faith. Faith to 
see our God is bigger than our fear.  The faith to remember that when we are afraid, He
is still great and awesome, and when we fear Him most of all, other fears decrease and 
eventually disappear. 

LOVE LIFE
Have you been exiled from your family, or is there someone in your family who is 
exiled from you?

What can you do, right now, to restore that relationship? Or is fear keeping you where
you are?

The fear that says, obedience to Jesus might mean you need to do something 
unorthodox... unlike the you you’ve become... uncomfortable... outside the status quo. 

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS


