
KEY SCRIPTURE
2 Corinthians 13.11-14

PURSUE GOD
Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one
another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with
you.
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All God’s people here send their greetings.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Paul concludes his letter with words of encouragement to his readers, and summarizes
the theme of his writing.  To �rst rejoice at the announcement of the gospel. To be
awakened from a sin-induced spiritual stupor, and be reminded of the surrender,
sacri�ce, and obedience Jesus revealed through the power of the Cross. An obedience
motivated, not by a manipulative hand, but by God’s grace. Paul longed for the church
in Corinth to turn from sin and �nd themselves in submission to a greater call, with
the purpose of living their individual lives for the Name and the fame of Jesus. In fact
this was the full intent of Jesus calling disciples. His desire was to glorify the Father,
and for His followers to carry out a mission of making His Name known among the
nations. Jesus intends for the church, His Church, to be a powerful witness to the 
wonder that is salvation in His Name. A Name where there is reason to rejoice. A Name
that brings full restoration to relationships in and under heaven. A Name that brings
encouragement to any conversation. A Name that has the power to unify, which
ultimately brings peace into the lives of those who live in His power. And it’s not
because we do these things that the love and peace of God is with us. We aren’t on a 
performance basis with God. So it’s not that we do this and He does that. But when we
live for the glory and renown of Jesus, when we keep His commands, we operate in a
life of faith that produces peace and grace, and puts the love of Jesus on display.   

LOVE LIFE
What does it look like for you to “strive for full restoration”?

How are you encouraging others today?

What does Paul mean when he says, “be of one mind”?

Are you able to live in peace if you feel like you’re in a pattern of performance?
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