
KEY SCRIPTURE
Matthew 6.19-21

PURSUE GOD
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moths and rust do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Like today, in the �rst century one way of expressing your wealth was through the
clothes you wore. But unlike today, homes were not as secure or sealed o� from insects
or the elements. Which means everything was extremely susceptible to moths, to 
decay, and thieves. Moths would �y in through windows, doors, or creep in through
cracks in the walls of the house and eat their clothing. And without a way of being able 
to regulate or keep a constant and consistent temperature in the home, humidity and 
condensation would have its way with various materials. Not to mention thieves could 
easily dig through mud-bricked walls, break-in and steal anything in sight. So Jesus 
issues a warning about placing hope in the wrong things. Really, what He’s warning 
against is placing hope in the temporal, while inviting us to place our hope in the 
eternal; place it in Him. The trap we often fall into is we tend to place our hope in what 
we can accomplish,  build, do, achieve, earn, or what we can save, instead of what He 
has invited us to and what He has already done for us. In the Greek the word for rust is, 
brōsis (brō'-sēs), and it means the act of eating. And this eating is actually two-fold. It 
can mean the refreshing of, as in eating something that nourishes, or the eating away 
of, like the corrosion of a material. The de�nition depends on the situation; which is 
essentially how money works. When we place too much hope in what we have the 
ability to make, and not enough hope in what we’ve been given, our heart longs for 
more. Money and possessions can be something that are used to feed us, to nourish us, 
or for us to enjoy, but when we start craving too much or allowing it to control us, it 
becomes corrosive to our soul, eating away at us like rust on metal. We become like 
shipwrecked men who turn to sea water for their thirst, only to die trying to quench a 
desire with something that was never designed to satisfy. 
 
LOVE LIFE
How serious do you take Jesus’ warning concerning where you put your hope?

Where do you have a healthy and unhealthy view of brōsis in your life?

Name three possessions you believe satisfy your desire, but in reality they are acting 
more like sea water to your soul. 

What kind of freedom could experience if you gave away those items?

GENEROUS


