
KEY SCRIPTURE
1 Timothy 6.17-19

PURSUE GOD
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a �rm foundation for the coming 
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.
In the �rst half of this chapter, Paul warns Timothy against false teachers who are
leading people away from a true understanding of how God sees generosity. Not as a
means for �nancial gain (v5), but as a manner to bring Him glory. Meaning, if your 
motive for giving and being generous is strictly to gain something from God (approval,
position, money) you’re missing the point of generosity. The point of generosity isn’t 
that you will be given something in return. The point of generosity is understanding
what you have already been given; God’s immeasurable grace. And our response to
immeasurable grace is radical generosity. Paul goes on to tell Timothy “Those who want
to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction” (v9), and by reminding him he is a man of God, 
Paul tells Timothy to �ee from this trap “and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance, and gentleness” (v11). What Paul is really doing is drawing Timothy’s 
attention to a bigger perspective and a bigger story in motion; that it’s all God’s, and
the true enjoyment in life isn’t found in possessions, but in His presence. But it is not 
always natural for us to be generous, to simply give stu� away. We like to save things
to impress or for a mythical rainy day scenario where we just might need it. We want
a solid income, and a stable retirement plan. But God’s grace changes things. And when 
God’s people allow themselves to operate in being generous, the world sees this good, 
unnatural work, and we put the gospel on display in a tangible, but upside down way.  
 
LOVE LIFE
How much hope to you put in your ability to earn something... status, respect, wealth?

What could you go home and give away tonight? Clothing? Tools? A tv? A car?

What does it look like for someone to be arrogant and put their hope in wealth?

What does it look like when you are arrogant and put your hope in wealth?

GENEROUS


