
KEY SCRIPTURE
Matthew 1.18-21
PURSUE GOD
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about:  His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful 
to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind 
to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because He 
will save his people from their sins.” 
Life does not always go the way we plan. In fact, life rarely goes the way we plan it to
go. We get sidetracked, blindsided, or interrupted. We make plans, but plans can and do 
change. Take the life of Joseph. Mary, the mother of Jesus, was pledged to be married to 
Joseph. Which simply means they were engaged. But unlike today, engagement was 
not mere words of commitment. Engagement was a legally binding promise. At �rst 
Joseph does not believe Mary when she says she has become pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. And it was only after a divine interruption through an angel God sent that 
Joseph agreed not to divorce or leave Mary, but to stay and help raise the child. Legally
Joseph had every right to leave. He would have been justi�ed in his decision to walk
away from Mary. But He didn’t. He stayed. Even when he had his doubts, and moments 
of disbelief. Even when his reputation was put on the line, Joseph stayed. 

LOVE LIFE
Growing up, how present was your dad in your life?

What character traits have you inherited (good and bad) from your dad?

What character traits would you like to break so they aren’t passed down 
to your children?

Life Group Discussion Questions
Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven…” (Matthew 6.9). 
Do you have di�culties seeing God as a Father �gure? Why or why not?

How has your relationship with your earthly father been projected 
into how you see your heavenly Father?

How are you partnering with God the Father to carry out His will 
and expand His kingdom?

FATHER’S DAY


