
KEY SCRIPTURE
Mark 5.21-43

PURSUE GOD
When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large 
crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake. Then one of the synagogue 
leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at His feet. He 
pleaded earnestly with Him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put 
your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” So Jesus went with him.
A large crowd followed and pressed around Him. And a woman was there who 
had been subject to bleeding for twelve years. She had su�ered a great deal 
under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting 
better she grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind Him in 
the crowd and touched His cloak, because she thought, “If I just touch His clothes, 
I will be healed.”
In this passage we �nd two stories of desperation. The �rst is the story of a synagogue
leader, Jairus, and his 12 year old dying daughter. The second is of a woman who had
been bleeding for 12 years. Both are doing all they know how. Both are needing Jesus
to do something in their story. Both �nd themselves at His feet desperate for His touch.
Their two lives couldn’t be any more di�erent, and still both sought out the same
source to bring the healing they needed. Jairus was a man of social clout. He was the 
leader of what we would call a local church. He had money, approval, an upstanding
citizen who provided value to the community. The woman on the other hand was an 
outcast. According to Jewish law she would have been considered “unclean.” Her social
status was untouchable. She had been blackballed, shunned, and cast aside as trash. 
She had no money, and no way to earn a living. She felt no value, was rejected by 
society, and lived a life in isolation. Anything she touched was considered uncleaned
and would have to be cleansed, and anywhere she went she would have had to 
announce her presence with the warning to others, “Unclean, unclean, unclean.” Two
separate stories of desperation collide and Jesus invites both the rich, the poor, the 
clean, and the unclean to put their faith in Him. 

LOVE LIFE
What does your desperation look like?

How far are you willing to allow your faith to take you in order to see Him move in 
your desperation?

How does desperation move us in faith?

How does the world tell us our status can exempt us from our need of Jesus?

DESPERATION


