
KEY SCRIPTURE
Luke 10.25-37

PURSUE GOD
In reply Jesus said:  “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, 
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, 
as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on 
him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 
he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.
The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 
him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.’
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
The expert in the law asks Jesus the question we all want the answer to. What do I have
to do to inherit eternal life? What do I have to do to get to heaven? And initially Jesus 
points to keeping the law, and upholding the rules required in order to earn admittance
into heaven. But when the expert presses Him further, Jesus tells a shocking story. 
Shocking because at the time the Jewish people and Samaritans despised one another.
Samaritans were looked upon as half-breeds, and unworthy of a Jew’s time. And Jesus
uses this enmity to �ip the script on how we treat others. Even those we call our enemy.
Often we look at this passage and place ourselves in the position of being the one who
is the good Samaritan. We are the one who should take action by meeting needs, 
caring for those who ask for our help, and if necessary, do so out of our own pocket.
And we should. We are called to do those things. But we the only reason we can ever
be the good Samaritan is because Jesus was �rst the good Samaritan to us. When we 
were not only wounded, but dead in our sin, God made us alive with Christ. It’s here 
Jesus took pity on us, forgave us all our sins, and made a public spectacle of the 
rules we could never uphold. Jesus calls us to go to the outcast, the hated, the 
forgotten, the marginalized, and the untouchable, because that is what He came to 
do for us. And this freedom and redemption we receive doesn’t end with us, but we
carry His Name and carry out His will by going and doing for others what He has 
already done for us. 

LOVE LIFE
Who is your neighbor?
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