
KEY SCRIPTURE
Mark 10.46-52

PURSUE GOD
Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and His disciples, together with a large crowd, 
were leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), 
was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 
he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!”
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! 
On your feet! He’s calling you.”  Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet
and came to Jesus. “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The 
blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
The term cried out by Bartimaeus, Son of David, is a title of the Messiah based on 
prophecies found in Isaiah 11.1-3; 2 Samuel 7.12-13,16; Jeremiah 23.5-6; and Psalms 
89.3-5. While the exact wording of Son of David is not found as a Messianic title in the
text, these prophecies do state the Messiah will be a descendant of David and will sit
on David’s throne. Depending on the translation or version, the New Testament records
the term Son of David 15-20 times, and is still used in Judaism as a title of the Messiah.
This title was popular and would have been well known across the region. So while
Bartimaeus was blind beggar, we know he had some knowledge of the Messiah, and
how the Messiah would come from the line of David. 
Sitting outside the city, begging for anything; a dollar, scraps of food, whatever could
be spared, Bartimaeus encounters Jesus. No doubt he had already heard the stories of
miracles Jesus had performed on others; the sick, demon possessed, the diseased, even
a paralytic, and a dead girl. And if He could heal them, why couldn’t He heal him?
Desperate, but determined to be heard, he cries out, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”
And when he is told to be quiet, he shouts all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on
me!” There’s no secret formula or blueprint, road map or even ritual to follow when it
comes to following Jesus. There is you, crying out from the deepest part of your bones
to the Messiah, have mercy on me! When you don’t know what to say, cry-out, have
mercy on me! When you feel broken, abandoned, and hopeless, plead with Him, have
mercy on me! When others tell you to shut-up and move on from God, scream louder,
have mercy on me! And when your sin seems to have taken you far away, turn back and 
say, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! And trust that He will answer your cry, the 
same way He answered the cry of Bartimaeus. 

LOVE LIFE
What do your cries to Jesus sound like?

DESPERATION


