
Search and Rescue

Key Verses:
"My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, 
remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over a 
multitude of sins." 

James 5:19-20 NIV

Revelation
I enjoy watching television shows where everyday people become heroes. I remember a show where a woman 
whose car was in a river was about to be washed away during a severe storm. Then, heroically, a group of people 
on the shore made a human chain and persuaded her to climb out of the car and grab onto the end man in the 
chain. It took courage for all who took a risk, but they weren’t willing to stand by and watch her drown or get swept 
away by the current.

In this scripture, we see that there are times when Christians, who once walked in the truth of the Word of God, 
might begin to go to the word of the world and gradually slip into former bad habits. More often than we want to 
believe, people are enticed by things that aren’t God’s best for them. It’s at these times that we should grab the 
hand of other Christians and begin to pray for them; more than that, we need to go after them and guide them back 
to the truth. Many people think if someone is a true Christian, they will never wander from the truth. However, we all 
may face this situation at some point in our lives because of circumstances we may go through.

We may be tempted to reach out to the things the world has to o�er us instead of reaching up to God or out to 
another believer. I can think of several people in my life I saw at church every week, whom I haven’t seen in months. 
I often ask others about them and if they know where they’ve been. Sometimes I’ve allowed myself to get too busy 
to pick up the phone or reach out on social media to let them know they are missed and someone does care and 
notices their absence.

In Philippians 2:4 (NKJV) it says, Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others. When we see a brother or sister in Christ falling, it is our responsibility to reach out to them and support 
them with the truth of God’s Word and the love of Christ. The Church (the body of believers) should not exist in 
isolation from each other. We each have unique abilities we should encourage one another and build each other up 
as we share our lives within the church as well as with non-believers. We must learn to sharpen each other and reach 
out to those who need spiritual covering. The Lord created us to bear the burdens of one another, teach and serve 
one another, and even leave the 99 to go after one another! Like the people on that television show, every day we 
have the opportunity to become heroes because we can seek after and rescue those who are drowning in the 
storms of life. Let’s reach out and take their hands and lead them safely to the arms of a loving Father. Let’s search 
for and rescue them like Jesus would, empowered by the love that covers a multitude of sins.

Prayer
Lord, I thank You for all You have done for me. Help me to keep my heart focused on You. Teach me to walk in love 
and not in judgment of my brothers and sisters in Christ. I pray today You would draw any who wandered from the 
truth of Your Word back to You. Help me to reach out to them and show Your love. Continue to guide and direct my 
path. Give me wisdom in the words I speak, and let me walk in the obedience of Your Word toward others.

In Jesus' name, Amen

Questions
Have I been judgmental toward someone who is struggling in his or her relationship with God?

Is there someone I need to reach out to today even if I disagree with some of his or her life choices?
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