Dangerous Love // Week Three // Dangerous Forgiveness

Key Scriptures
Mark 12.28-31

Key Points

1. The first step to forgiveness is recognition.
2. Don't put pride in place of confidence in Christ
3. Forgiveness is a choice, not an option.
Takeaway
You have to choose to forgive if you want to get where God is taking you.

Grow DEEPER

Matthew 6.14 // Luke 23.34 // Colossians 3.13 // 1 John 1.9

Live DEEPER

The question of which commandment was the greatest was a commonly debated issue among the ancients.
Jesus came along and pointed the people back to God, declaring the greatest commandment was to love
God with all you had, and to love your neighbor as yourself. Now the problem some have with this commandment isn’t loving God, and surprisingly it’s not loving our neighbor. It’s loving our neighbor the same way
you love yourself... because you don’t love yourself. You don’t even like who you are, or who you have
become.
Something incredible happened at the Cross. Jesus, the innocent, the spotless, the unblemished, and
perfect One hung on a Cross for the sins of the world. He hung in the place of the sinner. He hung for the
worst of the worst. He hung for the inexcusable and the indefensible. And in doing so He placed us all on
the same playing field. Which means the gospel is for you. Even when you don’t feel like it is, or when you
don’t believe it could be. The gospel is for you. Which means forgiveness is for you. And it’s not an obligation,
but an opportunity to express the grace and compassion of Jesus to yourself, so you can show it to the
world.

Look DEEPER

Are you holding on to un-forgiveness?
Towards a friend... a family member... an ex... yourself?
What would it look like for you to forgive someone? For you to forgive yourself?
To call them. Text them. Write them an email or a letter.
To let them know, what you did hurt me, but what I did hurt God, and I forgive you.

Love DEEPER

Forgiveness does not mean forgetting. Forgiveness does not mean what happened is okay. Forgiveness
does not mean letting anyone off the hook for what they did. Forgiveness does not mean the pain, betrayal,
and hurt you felt is to be marginalized or even forgotten. To forgive is to bring heaven to earth. To follow
Jesus means to usher in His Kingdom, and His thinking. “To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable,
because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.”- CS Lewis

