Key Scripture

Dangerous Marriage

Ephesians 5.22-33

Key Points

Three Reasons We Resist Change
1. Fear of going first.
2. Society’s influence.
3. Lack of belief.
Takeaway
The key to a healthy marriage is work.

Grow DEEPER

1 Corinthians 11.3, 8-9 // 1 Timothy 2.13-14

Live DEEPER

21- Submit to one another out of reverence to Christ.
22- Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.
25- Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her...
At the heart of this passage is a call to submit. We submit to one another because Jesus first submitted
Himself for us. Submission does not mean we allow someone to abuse us, or walk over us, or that we
should subject ourselves to rude, inappropriate, or illegal behavior. Submission is not a form of weakness.
Submission to each other in love is one way we follow Jesus in this life.
Paul’s look at the relationships between wives and husbands begins with submission to one another out
of reverence, or fear of the Lord. The Greek word Paul uses is the word phobos which means, fear, respect
or reverence, and it is where we get the suffix, “phobia.” Like Arachibutyrophobia, which is the fear of
peanut butter sticking to the roof of your mouth. So we are called to submit out of fear of the Lord, and yet
it is often misdirected fear that keeps us from submitting at all. We fear losing control. We fear not being
able to determine an outcome. Or not being in charge. And honestly, the fear of losing control is a lie,
because we aren’t in control to begin with. Think about it, how much control of life do we really have? We
can barely control our temper, our tongue, and our attitude, let alone anything else. So why not submit to
Jesus who is actually in control. Because when we submit what we are really saying is, Jesus I trust You.

Look DEEPER

Who are you submitting to? Where is fear driving you? Do you respect others out of reverence to Jesus,
or because you have to and it’s the right thing to do? Where do you need to let go of your control?

Love DEEPER

Jesus wants you to have a marriage that reflects His love, and His life. Which means submission and love
are not steps in a formula to a to a better marriage. Submission and love are steps we take to become more
like Jesus. And a better marriage is a product of two people seeking to be more like their Savior.

