Key Scriptures

Breathe // Week Four

Deuteronomy 9.7

Key Points

1. Staying in-touch with my dark side helps me to foster... humility... accountability... and to be less critical
and more loving.
Takeaway
God is not surprised or put off by our depravity. He can still use us in spite of what lurks in our heart.

Grow DEEPER

Deut 7.7 // Ezekiel 7.8 // Romans 3.25 // 2 Peter 3.9

Live DEEPER

Remember this and never forget how you aroused the anger of the LORD your God in the
wilderness. From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, you have been rebellious against
the Lord. The Hebrew people were far from Egypt and the days of slavery under Pharaoh. A generation
had passed and they were about to enter into the land God had promised to Abraham. And in the midst
of the promise, God wanted the people to remember and not forget, how they got to where they were.
He wanted them to remember the strife, and grief past generations had caused. God wanted them to
remember how their fathers and grandfathers had aroused His anger, and the result was 40 years of
wandering in the desert. God was calling their attention to the punishment, but more importantly, calling
their attention to how He was fulfilling the promise beyond the punishment.
God doesn’t do anything outside of His perfect character. He is love, He is grace, He is mercy, and He is
good. And what we need to remember about God’s anger is that it is not like our anger. God doesn’t lose
His cool, or have a temper, or fly-off the handle at anyone. God’s anger and wrath is completely just. And
in God’s economy, justice is not giving someone what they deserve, rather, justice means to be brought
back into harmony, or good standing with God. So in His wrath and anger, God is completing a work of
restoring and bring people back to Himself. This is the story of the gospel, of Jesus, and of the Cross.

Look DEEPER

Where are you today? Is it far from where you came from, or are you close to your dark side?
What have you forgotten about where you have come from?
Have you allowed self-righteousness, and pride to sneak into your life?

Love DEEPER

Jesus died to settle the debt of God’s anger. Man’s sin aroused God’s wrath, but the perfect sacrifice of
Jesus the Christ paid the ransom for our sin. Eugene Peterson puts it this way, “God sacrificed Jesus on
the altar of the world to clear that world of sin. Having faith in him sets us in the clear. God decided on this
course of action in full view of the public—to set the world in the clear with himself through the sacrifice of
Jesus, finally taking care of the sins he had so patiently endured.”

