
KEY SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 12.1-3

PURSUE GOD
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw o� everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, �xing our eyes on Jesus, the 
Pioneer and Perfecter of faith. For the joy set before Him He endured the Cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 
Him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.
In the previous chapter the author of Hebrews provided a list of individuals who lived
a life of faith for God. These righteous forerunners were commended for their faith, but
also never fully received the promise, because their faith wasn’t placed in the assurance
of what the promise would give them, but in the Person who made the promise in the
�rst place. And this cloud of witnesses, these holy saints, who didn’t receive the promise,
are now spectators to what the early church was accomplishing.  The miracle and the 
trials, the healings and the heartbreaks, the mercy and the mess. They watched as the
people of God continued the work they had begun. And for them it was this thought, 
the heroes of our are watching... what are we going to do with the Name of Jesus? The 
church had been given full knowledge of the Promise, who is Jesus, and now the 
question on the table for them was, what are you going to do with this Promise? And 
ultimately the author hopes to inspire his readers to run hard after Jesus. To throw
o� everything that hinders- every weight and sin that can trip us up or keep us from 
running. He tells them to run with perseverance. The Greek word is the word, hypomone 
(hu-po-mo-na) and it means patient endurance, patient continuance, patient waiting. 
It comes from another word that means to remain, to undergo, to bear-as in trials-
to abide, to su�er, or just to be willing to take what is thrown at you. This author is 
brilliantly saying, endure. Patiently endure. Consistently show-up. Be deliberate. Be 
intentional. Be faithful and loyal to the cause of the Cross, even in the face of the 
greatest trials and tragedies. Get rid of what hinders, �x your eyes on Jesus, and keep 
going. It won’t be easy, it won’t happen the way you plan, you’ll have to be patient, but 
the Promise is always worth the price.

LOVE LIFE
What is the world watching you do? What legacy are you leaving?

What are you going to do with the Name of Jesus? The promise the faithful didn’t have,
but the Name that has been given to us to carry, proclaim, and declare to the nations.
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