
 
Craig Groeschel: Hey everybody, before we dive into part three of the message here it's called Bad 

Advice, I want to tell you two weeks from now we're launching into the anticipated 
message series of the summer. It's called At the Movies. I know a lot of  people love 
At the Movies. If you know someone who doesn't normally go to church, this is the 
perfect series to invite them. We take very popular movies and we pull Spiritual 
Truths out of the movies. We actually teach the Bible and use the movies to 
illustrate Spiritual Truth. It starts in two weeks from now. It's called At the Movies. 
Bring everybody that you know. Now let's go to part three of Bad Advice.  
 

Male 1: Hey, can I give you some advice? I bet you could some action if you open up to her 
about how bad things are at home. You deserve to shop around. Take her to happy 
hour. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Everybody we're going to dive in for part three of the message series called Bad 
Advice. What we're actually doing is we're looking at some bad advice. Who goes to 
church to get bad advice? The honest thing is when you actually look at your lives, 
so often the way that we actually live implies that we are taking bad advice. What I 
want to do is I actually want to show very direct bad advice in the context of the 
church to illustrate just how bad it is. Then we're going to take some good advice, 
or some Godly advice, apply it to our lives and I believe that God will make a big, 
big difference. As we dive in today, I need a little help from all of our churches. How 
many of you are married? Would you lift up your hands right now if you're 
married? Fantastic. Fantastic. How many are not married, but would maybe not 
being married one day? Lift up your hands if you will leave them up. Leave them 
up. Put them up high. Put them up high. Scan the room, just go ahead and look 
around right now. Just scan the room, look around. You may make some eye 
contact and we may have a connection today. 
 

 If you're married or wouldn't mind being married, here's one more question. How 
many of you have a goal to commit adultery one day? Go ahead, adultery, mess 
around, fool around on the side. Get a little action on the side. How many would 
say I plan on doing that one day? Interesting. Interesting how no one would say 
they actually plan on committing the sin of adultery. And, yet, people do it all the 
time. The fact that none of you say, "Well, this is something that I actually plan on 
doing. I think one day, I'm going to potentially risk losing my marriage and losing 
the respect of my children, and hurting my reputation, and ripping the name of 
Jesus through the mud." The fact that none of you plan on doing this would 
probably imply that you embrace the truth from Exodus chapter 20 verse 14, one 
of the ten commandments when God said you shall not do what? Somebody help 
me. You shall not commit adultery. In fact, even if you go outside of what we would 
call the Christian world, and you just take the general population even including 
people that would not consider themselves religious even 90% of the general 
population agrees that adultery is always wrong. The vast majority of people 
whether Christian or not believe that adultery is a sin. 
 

 And, yet, according to one study I read, according to the Journal of Psychology and 
Christianity up to 65% or husbands and 55% of wives will commit adultery. If you 
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want to say wow, go ahead and say it. 
 

Congregation: Wow. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Wow. That's painful. That's a lot. That's devastating to see. There are a lot of 
different studies and admittedly, that one is more extreme, but that will cause you 
to pause and to get your attention. That's a lot of people. Now, my attempt today is 
not to induce fear or anxiety. Like, "Oh, is my spouse going to cheat?" Or, this or 
that, or the other. Instead, what I want to do is I want to teach a message that 
unfortunately I really wish I didn't have to, but as a pastor who works with people 
all the time, this is a massive, massive, massive problem. Even though you don't 
plan to do this, the vast majority of so many people actually do. I want to address 
this today and I want to give you a little bit of bad advice so the Godly advice will 
really, really stand out. 
 

 What tends to happen if someone says I'm never going to do this and yet they do? 
What tends to happen? Well, what might happen is, I'm married and I'm kind of 
happily married and then one day, I'm taking my marriage for granted. I don't really 
value my spouse as much as I used to. I kind of drift in my heart. I read something 
maybe I shouldn't read, see something I shouldn't see. I meet someone else who's 
kind of interesting, but you know no big deal. We find common interest. We start 
enjoying time together. I start anticipating my time with this person. WE get a little 
bit excited about it. We invent reasons to meet, spend some more time together. 
Suddenly, we accidentally kind of brush and touch. The next thing you know, we're 
doing something else. One day you wake up and you've traveled a long, long 
distance. You didn't ever mean to end up over here. You didn't ever plan to move in 
that direction, but somehow some way, you crossed several lines and woke up in 
real, real, real trouble. 
 

 If you want to have a great marriage, if you're very, very blessed and one day you 
want to potentially risk it all, let me give you some really bad advice and show you 
in three quick steps how you can commit adultery. 
 

 Step number one, if you're taking notes is very important. I want to encourage you 
to neglect your marriage. If you don't want to have intimacy in your marriage, you 
want to potentially lead yourself to do something stupid, neglect your marriage. It's 
very simple just find something else to give your best to. It can be anything else at 
all. It can be a hobby. It can be your job. It can be your yard. It can be social media. 
You can obsess about people you don't even know. It's so exciting and easy to do. 
You can get all into fitness where it's all about your body. It can even be your 
children. This is a great thing because children are a good thing and you can obsess 
about your kids. Just whatever you do, neglect your marriage. 
 

 I also want to encourage you to let yourself go. You know, if you used to take care 
of yourself, just don't do that anymore. Take your spouse completely for granted. 
Don't talk. Don't have any kind of emotional intimacy whatsoever. Don't share your 
feelings. Don't open up and physical intimacy, if you have to do it with each other, 



  

 

 

 

BadAdvice_3_Message Page 3 of 11 
 

make it boring. Make it predictable. Same approach. Same whatever, and that's all 
I'm going to say because there may be kids in the room, but you know what I'm 
talking about. Just be a dud in the bedroom and neglect your marriage. What's 
funny is somebody wants to say amen, but that would be very, very weird because 
this is bad advice. 
 

 How do you commit adultery? 
 

 Step number one, neglect your marriage. 
 

 Step number two, this is great, enjoy common interests and form an emotional 
bond with someone else. Okay? Form common interest and an emotional bond 
with somebody else. What you want to do is find someone who might possibly be 
interesting or attractive and do a lot of things with them. It could be a project at 
work. It could be that you're in some fitness class together. That's a really great 
place to meet people and connect and what you want to do is you want to just 
spend time with them and tell yourself, "Well, he understands me." "She likes my 
jokes. My spouse doesn't enjoy me or get me in this way," and so you start to bond 
with them emotionally which is so easy because you've been neglecting your 
spouse and you've got emotional needs. Right? And, this person's starting to meet 
them, okay? 
 

 Now, whatever you do, hid this from your spouse. Don't let your spouse know 
about the other person, and then what you want to do is you want to antici pate 
time together. Start thinking about, "Well, if I go there at this time and walk by the 
desk, they're always there. They always get coffee at this time," and you anticipate 
the time together with this person. Ladies, if you don't mind, maybe dress a li ttle 
bit, you know, show something. Guys, suck in the gut. Walk by with a little. Show 
something. Flirt a little bit. You know, ladies do the ... the hair thing. Guys, I don't 
know what it is, but you know what I'm saying. Flirt. Make it interesting. 
Accidentally, brush ... you know, grab the pen and oo, oo, make it really, really fun. 
Text after work. Direct message them is really, really fun. Hey, if you want to make 
it spiritual, this is really, really good for Christians, tell them "I'm praying for you.  
I've got you on my heart. God is just leading me to care for you spiritually." Oh, this 
will really, really work. Okay? 
 

 Neglect your marriage. This is kind of gross isn't it, but anyway, just work with me. 
This is bad advice. Neglect your marriage. Enjoy common interests. Form an 
emotional bond, and number three, make excuses and rationalize your actions. 
Make excuses. Blame your spouse. This works every time, "Well, if he was meeting 
needs." "Well, if she would pay some attention to me." "Well, if I wouldn't have to 
put up with this kind of you know what all the time," and just blame your spouse. 
That helps you to feel better about yourself. Tell yourself, "Well, I'm not happy 
anyway. God wants me happy no matter what." Okay? This is the highest and best 
calling that I would be happy. Tell yourself this, and this is really, really important 
when it comes to adultery, tell yourself, you'll never actually go through with it. 
This is really just harmless. This is playful. This is flirting. It's not any real ly big deal, 
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and then if you really get close to it, tell yourself, "Well, maybe this other 
relationship is what was meant to be. Maybe this is what God really intended for 
me." 
 

 May I pause for a moment, in case anybody walked into church late, and say that I 
was being very sarcastic and that was bad advice. Someone just leaned over to his 
wife, "Heard about these new age churches, these swinger churches. Everything I 
heard about LifeChurch is true." Okay. This is bad advice. This is bad advice. This is 
not advice, but cannot we all admit that none of us plan to betray the one that we 
promised before God to do life with for better, for worse, for  richer, for poorer, 
sickness and health. Okay? None of us plan to that, and yet, what happens? People 
do it all the time. Why? Actually living this bad advice. 
 

 What I want to do is I want to turn the tables and I want to talk about some Godly 
advice and give you a few things to put into your heart that I believe can be very 
beneficial to some people, you may be 16-years-old, and this may come into play 
ten years from now, and so I want to give you three thoughts to do whatever it 
takes to avoid adultery. 
 

 Thought number one, if you're taking notes. I want to encourage you to do 
whatever it takes to radically reduce the risk, to radically reduce the risks. In fact, 
when we talk about sexual sin, it's interesting to me that every other type of sin in 
the Bible tells us like, to fight it and resist it, but sexual sin is the only sin that 
doesn't say fight or resist. Do you know what the Bible says about sexual sin? Flee! 
Run, run Forrest run. Don't stand around and try to fight it. Don't resist it, but your 
hind end out of Dodge is what the Bible says. Flee from sexual immorality. Why? 
Because all other sins Paul says you commit are outside the body. This one is 
actually different. This one is very, very different, and so we flee from sexual 
immorality. In fact, in Proverbs chapter five, the father is speaking to his son about 
the adulterous woman, and here's what the father says to his son to radically 
reduce the risk. 
 

 The father says, "Keep a path," somebody help me out, he says, "Keep a path far 
from her. Do not go near the door of her house." Essentially what's he saying? A lot 
of times they'll say, "Well, I'm not really doing anything wrong. I mean this is kind 
of innocent. Well, I didn't really mean this. Well, this is just kind of fun. Well, this is 
harmless. Nothing's really going to happen. Well, this is okay. Well, everybody 
understands. Well, everybody does this." 
 

 What happens is you end up crossing line after line, after line, after line, and you 
think, well, I haven't committed adultery yet. The line is way over here, but we 
need to understand that the line for sin actually exists right here. The line of sin 
starts before we commit an action. It actually starts in our minds and it starts in our 
hearts. Even before we do something, it starts with a mindset. For so many people, 
the line of sin is in the wrong place. We're going to make sure we know the line 
starts in the mind and in the eyes and in the heart. That's why Jesus said in 
Matthew 5:28, He said, "I tell you that anyone who does," what? Let's say this 
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aloud. "Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully." What has that man already done? 
He's already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
 

 Where does the line start? It starts right here. It starts in the heart. It starts in the 
eyes. It starts in the mind long before you ever act. It's all about what's in the heart. 
So, those of you who are married, I asked earlier if you were married, you raised 
your hand, here's kind of good litmus test. If your spouse were to see a video of 
everything that you do all day, everything is recorded, guess what? It probably is. 
Okay? There are video cameras everywhere. If they saw everything that you said, 
and everything that you did all day long, would they be blessed by your interactions 
or would they be hurt? It's really a powerful thing. Did you kind of laugh at a joke 
that you shouldn't have laughed at? Did you say something sort of inappropriate to 
someone at work? Were you being entertained by something that would be hurtful 
or all day long were your honoring God and honoring your spouse in a way that 
your spouse would look on and say, "I am so thankful for my wife the way she 
handled." "I'm so thankful for my husband. He obviously treasures me and honors 
God in all that he does. 
 

 For those of you who aren't married, you're like going, "Oh, easy week at church. I 
so get a pass. Sic it on those married people." NO, no, no, no, no, no. Let me come 
up in your business for a second, okay? If your future spouse saw the way you 
interacted today, would your future spouse be blessed and please? Now some of 
you are doing some things right now that a future spouse may look on and go, 
"Ooo, that's kind of painful." Ask yourself if the line of sin starts way back here am I 
rationalizing all types of sin, or am I recognizing that sin actually starts in the e yes, 
the mind, and in the heart. Here's just a few kind of bullet point thoughts to help 
radically reduce the risk. If we want to stay far away from temptation, here are 
some bullet point thoughts to do so. 
 

 The first one is this, let me encourage you to keep a growing relationship with 
Christ. Let's start there. If you're married, what could be more powerful than 
intimate spiritual time every single day with your spouse, whether you're sharing 
what God is showing you in the Word, whether you're praying together before you 
go off to work, whether you're blessing a meal together, talking about spiritual 
things with your kids, but when you're sharing spiritual intimacy and you continue 
to grow. This is a great way to reduce the risk of you doing something that could be 
hurtful in your relationship. 
 

 Another one, if you're taking notes is this. Never be alone with the wrong people. 
Never be alone with the wrong people, and if I can just get off on this, this will 
offend some of you and you're going to think I'm stupid, and blah, blah, blah, 
whatever. Just e-mail at CraigIdontgivearip.com. It's a real e-mail address and 
there's an auto response that comes back to you that says, "I really don't give a 
rip." Try it if you want, I don't give a rip, and I know a lot of you will say this is 
stupid, but listen, in my world, we are simply, I would never be alone with a woman 
in any kind of anywhere. I just wouldn't be, especially traveling in a car, going on a 
trip, and I know that many of you, perhaps most of you work in environments 
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where this is normal and accepted, but just because it's normal does not mean it's 
wise. Okay? I mean, if you travel with someone to some other place, stay at a hotel 
room, go to lunch with someone on a business lunch having an intimate 
conversation, travel in a car. I know this is very common in the workplace and 
almost expected. Again, just because it's expected does not mean it's wise.  
 

 You're sitting in an environment with someone just talking intimately, listen this is 
foolish, stupid on steroids. Okay? I had two guys in particular, in years past, come 
up to me and say, kind of in my inner circle, "Craig, that's the stupidest thing ever. 
You're too extreme, blah, blah, blah." Let me tell you what, both guys committed 
adultery, okay. Call it stupid, both guys who made fun of me to my face did this. 
Listen, you can be wise, or you can be foolish, and foolish often end up in trouble. 
What we want to do is keep a path far from it. 
 

 Another thing is this, never talk bad about your spouse, just don't do it. Don't talk 
bad about your spouse. "Well, she's yah, yah, yah." Well, she may be yah, yah, yah, 
but keep it to yourself. Especially, can I just say, just because this is the world we 
live in, don't post something bad about him on Facebook, okay? Don't do yah, yah, 
yah, yah, yah. Be wise. Your spouses often become what you say about them. If 
you're saying good things they often grow into it. If you're saying bad things, you 
know what it is. 
 

 Another thing is, surround yourself with strong marriages. You become like those 
you're around. Surround yourself with people that are growing spiritually. Surround 
yourself with those who can speak life into you. What I want to do is be around 
people I want to become like. If you're around people who are always trash talking 
their spouses, always you know going out doing stupid things, getting wasted and 
putting themselves in bad environments. What you are is you're surrounding 
yourself with bad company. We know what Scripture says that bad company 
corrupts good character. 
 

 Then, finally, avoid all inappropriate places and situations. Just don't go where you 
might be tempted. You might be on a business trip and everybody's going out to 
the bar for drinks. You know what, you might just sit that one out. Someone might 
private message you, an ex from years ago. "Oh, I'm in town, and just want to say 
hello." Delete, delete, delete, delete, delete, delete, delete, delete, okay? You 
might be struggling with looking at lustful images on your iPad, or some device. 
Well, then get accountability for it and block that. You may be in a job right now, 
where you're actually flirting with danger. Someone in there could be a potential 
ahhhh. You know what, ask to be moved, go to a different department. If you're in 
danger, I honestly would advise you to get another job if you have to. It's easier to 
find another job than it is to rebuild a 20-year marriage after you do something 
stupid, okay? Be wise, be wise, be wise, be wise. Do whatever it takes to radically 
reduce the risk. 
 

 Number two, I want to encourage you to do whatever it takes to invest 
passionately in your marriage. Passionately. Proverbs 5, verse 18 and 20 says "May 
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your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. A loving 
doe, a graceful deer. May her breasts satisfy you always. May you be," what? I love 
this word. "May you be intoxicated with her love. Why my son be intoxicated with 
another man's wife?" What is the father saying essentially? Hey, hey! IF the grass 
looks greener somewhere else, it's time to water your own yard, okay? Be 
intoxicated with the love of your own spouse. In fact, I love the word in the Hebrew 
that is translated as intoxicated, it's the word [shakar, shikkor, shekar 00:21:12]. 
Everybody say shakar! 
 

Congregation: Shakar! 
 

Craig Groeschel: When you say it, you have to say it like this SHAKAR! You've got to have the 
attitude. It doesn't work if you don't have that. Give me some attitude. Shakar!  
 

Congregation: SHAKAR! 
 

Craig Groeschel: Very good. You've got it. You've got it. You've got the shakar. This word it can mean 
to be ravished. It means to be captivated. It means to be enraptured. It means to 
be consumed. The little word literally means like a bigger animal attacking and 
devouring the small animal and that's how your love should be shakar. Enraptured 
captivated, consuming. I'll be real honest with you. Twenty-five years of marriage 
to my best friend there's more shakar than there used to be. There's more, more ... 
and we just celebrated 25 years of marriage and I was telling Amy I said, "You know 
- 
 

Congregation: Applause. 
 

Craig Groeschel: Thank you. I was telling Amy that, "You know, we were like crazy in love when we 
got married." She goes, "Yeah, that was puppy love." She goes, "We've got quarter 
century love now, shakar." Shakar. Somebody say shakar, okay? Consistently invest 
in your own marriage. A few thoughts about this. One is, make sure that you guard 
your alone time. I'll tell you what, the difference between just taking one night 
every week and saying, this is our night, no kids, time together is a total and 
complete game-changer. Get time alone. Get spiritual again. If you pray together, 
man, it's a game changer. You talk about what God is doing. It's a game-changer. 
Get alone. Get spiritual. Get naked. Can I say that in church? At least two or three 
times a week, okay. And, I'm dead serious. In fact, if I could have Amy talk to you 
about this, it would sound much better coming from her because she talks to 
women quite passionately about this and says, this is one of the greatest gifts that 
you can give and receive in sharing all types of intimacy and it's a massively 
important part of relationships. 
 

 You may say right now, some of you will, my bucket's kind of empty. It may be true , 
okay. Fill your bucket. Fill his bucket. Let him fill your bucket. Start now, do 
whatever it takes. If you had something special at one time, you can have it again. I 
promise you, if you had something special and you don't have it now, you were 
doing something then that you're not doing now. Start doing again what you once 
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did. Start doing again what you once did. Do whatever it takes to invest 
passionately in your marriage. 
 

 Number three, do whatever it takes to visualize the potential destruction if you do 
stray. Do you want to be faithful? Just think ahead. Think what could happen if you 
choose to betray your spouse and commit the sin of adultery. Proverbs chapter 
five, verses three through five the father says this to the son about the adulterous 
woman. He says this, "For the lips of the adulterous woman drip honey, and her 
speech is smoother than oil; but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double -
edged sword." She'll cut you up, okay? "Her feet," do what? "...they go down to 
death." Her steps lead where? They lead straight to the grave. May I just go ahead 
and switch the sex just for fun, and say, "The adulterous man does the same thing." 
His feet go down to death." His steps lead straight to the grave. All you have to do 
when you're [calling 00:24:46], "Oh, but this is fun. Oh, but this is innocent. Maybe 
this is meant to be. Oh, maybe I made a mistake earlier. Maybe this went ... just 
visualize the destruction. Imagine gentlemen, sitting down with your kids and 
saying, "Well, kids here's why I can't live you anymore." Picture that conversation. 
Ladies, imagine this, "Kids, you know your Dad's best friend? We spent a little too 
much time together." 
 

 Imagine the conversation. Imagine the conversation. I can honestly say that in 25 
years of marriage to Amy that I've never been tempted or even close to betraying 
her in this way, ever. The reason is because I stayed really, really far from it. What I 
do in my mind, occasionally, is I just to be wise, go down the path of I did betray 
her in this way, what would happen. Visualize the destruction. Let me tell you what 
would happen. I would betray the name of my Savior who gave His life for me. I 
would crush and hurt, devastate untold thousands of you who actually believe 
there is a pastor who is really trying to honor God with the power of the Holy Spirit 
and get things right. It would be a national news story for two, three, four days and 
everybody would talk about it for a little while. It'd be another church scandal. 
That's the easy part. 
 

 The more difficult part is one day I would stand before God and give an account, 
after all He trusted me with. I would have to look at the woman who's given me six 
kids, and been more faithful to me than I could ever imagine, and look into the eyes 
... I can't even go there. I have six children, two married, and they look to us as role 
models, examples and say, "We want to have a marriage like you have one day." 
Twenty-five years of that would be thrown in the trash in moments of selfishness. 
Visualize the destruction because Satan is on the prowl and he wants to steal, kill, 
and destroy everything that matters to God, and marriage really, really matters to 
God. 
 

 Some of you will still be in a place and you think, "Well, you know. Yeah, whatever. 
I'm going to go with this, okay? We're going to fall in love and we're going to live 
happily ever after, okay?" I want to show you some statistics of your odds and go 
ahead and put these in your pipe and smoke it, okay? IF you want to just go ahead 
and do it, do it, okay? 
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 What percentage of people actually marry their forbidden lover? You're going to go 

leave your spouse, marry this person, well 3% of those who commit adultery 
actually marry the forbidden lover. What percentage of those marriages end in 
divorce? A cool 75%, three out of four. There are some odds for you. So, what are 
the odds of a lasting marriage with this other person? Point zero seven .075. You've 
got less than one percent of a chance. Why? Because what you have is a 
relationship built on lies and deceit. That's what you have. You do not have trust. 
You do not have integrity. You do not have Christ. You have a relationship that is 
built on lies and deceit. That is what you have. 
 

 Now, I know there are some tears right now, and the whole time I've been talking 
about this, I'm very aware that there are a lot of people who have been hurt 
significantly because of this type of sin and temptation. I want you to know those of 
you who have been betrayed, that breaks the heart of God and it breaks my heart. I 
also know that there are those of you who have betrayed a spouse and many of 
you are wanting to heal from this and grow through it, and I want to encourage you 
that the Grace of God is very, very, very real. There is no condemnation now for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. You are not judged. You are not pushed away. That if 
there is deep and true repentance there is absolute and complete healing. The 
arms of God are open wide, if you'll come back to Him. In fact, I want to end with 
some really, really good news because we've talked about some stuff that's very 
painful and very hard, and the good news is this, if you're taking notes, the really 
good news is this. 
 

 Even when we are unfaithful what is God? God is always faithful. Second Timothy 
2:13 says this, "if we are faithless,' what is God? God will remain faithful. If we are 
faithless and here's the deal, listen to me. Every single one of us we're unfaithful in 
some way, some time. None of us are perfect. The good news is God is always 
faithful. 
 

 God is always faithful. God is always faithful. Whatever our spiritual enemy meant 
to destroy, our God can rebuild. Our God can rebuild. Our God can heal. Our God 
can forgive. Our God can make all things new even when we are unfaithful. Our 
God is faithful, so if you're hurt in this way, you can argue all day long and you 
would be absolutely correct that adultery is Biblical grounds for divorce. True all 
day long, but guess what? Adultery is also Biblical grounds for forgiveness. Our God 
can take what the enemy meant to destroy and our God can make it better and 
new. 
 

 So, Father, today I pray that by the power of your Holy Spirit that you will do a work 
in many hearts. I know God, for some, this is a painful message and I pray that as 
maybe they've been hurt by this they would understand that perhaps you could 
use this message to keep others from being hurt in a similar way. I ask that your 
Spirit would speak to us, strengthen us, God to keep us from giving in to the 
temptations of the evil one. All of our churches today, whether you're married or 
not, I just want to ask a simple question of those who would honor the covenant of 
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marriage, how many would say, whether now or in the future, always and forever, I 
want to be faithful to honor my God and the spouse that He gives me in the 
covenant of marriage? Would you lift up your hands, right now, just all of our 
churches? Father, I want to pray right now for those who are not yet even married 
that some of the principles we talked about today will be planted deep within their 
hearts, God, that you would give them a longing to share you with a Godly person 
one day to be blessed in an incredible covenant of marriage. 
 

 God, I pray for the marriages that are in the room and are represented online and 
all of our churches, God. I pray and I know that there are many that are hurting and 
struggling right now. God, when the grass looks greener somewhere else, help us 
God with your power, your presence to water our own yards. I pray, God, that this 
week in our life groups that we would talk openly, share transparently how we 
need help, where we need prayer. God, for those who may need to reach out for a 
counselor, give them the courage to do so. For those marriages that are blessed, I 
pray God, that they would guard what you've entrusted them with, continue to 
walk intimately with you. 
 

 I pray God, that every marriage that is represented here today, would be blessed in 
a special way as you do a healing work, God. Even if we have to work through some 
massive challenges, we're willing to work through those. Why? Because we 
promised you God for better or for worse. For richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, God, we will be faithful and stay together as long as we both shall live. Bless 
those today with your supernatural presence. We ask for healing where there is 
hurt, forgiveness and new life. As we keep praying today at all of our churches, I 
recognize this is a really heavy subject, and if you'll bear with me, I'll let it be heavy 
for just a few minutes more. 
 

 The truth of the matter is, if I can just be blunt, is that we've all in a sense 
committed adultery against God, spiritual adultery. Every single one of us, we've 
sinned against God. The verse that Jesus said is very sobering that if we look 
lustfully, we've committed adultery in our hearts. I don't know very many people 
who didn't have a lustful thought. The reality is that all of us are sinners and in a 
quiet and private moment, you're going to recognize, "I've done some things very 
wrong and very hurtful." Many of you right now if I ask you, how do you stand with 
God? Where are you spiritually? A lot of you would say, "I'm not really sure. I don't 
know. I hope I'm okay. I might be in trouble. I did some bad things." 
 

 Let me just tell you just point blank, without Christ, we're all in trouble. Without 
Christ, every single one of us, we have all sinned and we all fall short of God's 
standard. This is why the Good News is such good news, that even when we are 
unfaithful, God is always faithful and in the faithfulness of God, He did something 
for us that we couldn't do for ourselves. He sent His son Jesus, who was without sin 
to become sin for us on the Cross to die in our place and He rose again so that 
anyone who calls on His name would be saved. And, all of  our churches, there are 
those of you, you recognize, "I need spiritual help. I need forgiveness. I need His 
Grace." 



  

 

 

 

BadAdvice_3_Message Page 11 of 11 
 

 
 If I can be honest, that's why many of you are here today, and you know it. At all of 

our churches, those who would say yes, I need the forgiveness of God, today I turn 
from my sins, I put Jesus first. No longer do I put anything else ahead of Jesus. I 
want Him to be the Savior and the Lord of my life. All of our churches, those who 
would say, "Yes, I need His forgiveness. I need His Grace today, by faith I surrender 
my life to Jesus." 
 

 That's your prayer, lift your hands high right now. All over the place, and say "Yes, 
Jesus, I surrender to you." Those of you on Church Online, you click right below me, 
and as we have people at all of our churches crying out for the Grace of God 
through Jesus, would you simply pray aloud with those around you. Pray, Heavenly 
Father. Forgive me of all my sins. Make me new. Fill me with your Spirit so I can 
know you, serve you, and follow you every day of my life. My life is not my own. 
Today, I give it to you. Thank you for new life. Now you have mine. In Jesus' name, I 
pray, would you all join me in worshiping God, welcoming those born into God's 
family today? 
 

 


