
KEY SCRIPTURE
Genesis 32.22-32

PURSUE GOD
That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his 
eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the 
stream, he sent over all his possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man 
wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower 
him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he 
wrestled with the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”
But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
The man asked him, “What is your name?”
“Jacob,” he answered.
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you 
have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”
Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and 
yet my life was spared.”

Jacob was the second born twin behind his brother, Esau. Which means Esau was the 
one who would inherit his father’s empire. Jacob’s name means, heel holder or 
supplanter, so it’s safe to say as the younger he was always second place, and carried
a chip on his shoulder for it. As his story unfolds Jacob trades Esau his birthright, or the
right to be recognized as the �rst born, for a bowl of stew, then tricks his father into 
giving him the blessing over his brother. This set Jacob’s life on a path of fear and 
and failure. One night when Jacob was around 90 years old, he struggled with a man 
by a river. Now at that age it’s not a question of whether the man could have overcome 
Jacob, rather how long Jacob would struggle with him. The man tells Jacob, “Let me 
go...” and Jacob says, not unless you bless me. Then the man blessed Jacob, and 
changed his name to Israel, which means struggle. Jacob struggled as the second born, 
the lesser. Jacob struggled with his family, his father and brother, for his blessing and 
ran from his responsibilities. And now Jacob struggled with God in order to gain the 
blessing. The blessings of God don’t always come on the back of surrender, or success. 
Sometimes the blessings of God come at the end of years of struggle. And the Cross
of Christ is evidence of this. But the Cross is also evidence the struggle is worth the 
surrender. Keep �ghting for your blessing.

LOVE LIFE
How much are you willing to struggle to gain your blessing? 
 

ASKING FOR A FRIEND...


