
KEY SCRIPTURE
Romans 5.1-8

PURSUE GOD
Therefore, since we have been justi�ed through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 
God. Not only so, but we also glory in our su�erings, because we know that 
su�ering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good 
person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Justi�cation is a legal term meaning, acquittal, which means to �nd an individual as 
righteous, virtuous, or in this instance, made-right in the eyes of God. And this 
justi�cation comes through our faith. The word for faith Paul uses is the word, pistis, 
which means a conviction or con�dence of belief. And in some instances it actually 
means, to persuade. So the idea of faith isn’t that it is something we produce in 
ourselves so we can believe in God. Faith isn‘t meant to be a rally cry going from
unbelief, disbelief, or doubt to, “I believe!” If that were the case we could save ourselves
by simply naming and claiming what we want, or believing hard enough. But the very 
nature of the gospel is God came in the form of Jesus to persuade us. And through His 
persuasion, the prophecies He ful�lled, His miracles, His obedience to the Father, His
acts of righteousness on our behalf, His life substituted for ours, His Cross, death and 
His resurrection, all of these things lend themselves as evidence for why we should 
believe. Faith isn’t just fuzzy feelings. Faith is a matter of persuasion. Not manipulative, 
or shrewd, but a simple presentation of truth. A truth passed down generation
to generation. As the writer of Hebrews said, “Faith [pistis] is con�dence in what we 
hope for, and assurance about what we do not see.” Faith isn‘t blind steps in the dark,
but steps based on what God has already done, His persuasion and pursuit of us, in 
the light.

LOVE LIFE
If faith is persuasion, who is persuading you?

Are you still trying to save yourself OR are you allowing Jesus’ Cross to justify you by
faith so you can have peace with God?

ASKING FOR A FRIEND...


