
KEY SCRIPTURE
2 Chronicles 2.13-16

PURSUE GOD
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to 
devour the land or send a plague among My people, if My people, who are called 
by My Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the 
prayers o�ered in this place. I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that 
My Name may be there forever. My eyes and My heart will always be there.
Often times the initial reaction to a passage like this is to jump headlong into applying
it to our lives like a formula for living. Find life’s secret by solving this riddle or this 
equation... x =  -b+- √b^2 - 4ac / 2a. And formulas are great if you’re into math or science
or trying to bake a cake. But systematic living is not how God wants us to live. In fact
it is exactly what Jesus came and upended. This idea of do this, this, and this, and God
will bless me. That type of living is what the Pharisees were doing, and Jesus’ response
to them was pretty harsh (see Matthew 23.13f ). So how do we apply a passage like this
when Jesus has changed everything? We that through grace God has made Himself
known to us. That at the moment we receive Jesus we are His people, and we are free to 
live as His people. Not because of our works, but because of His work on the Cross. To
understand that through Jesus we have heard from heaven, our sins have been forgiven
and that God is more concerned with healing our hearts than He is healing our land. So
to humble ourselves, to pray, and to seek His face are all things we do because we are 
accepted, and not a measure we earn for His acceptance. 

LOVE LIFE
What does it mean to you that God is sovereign and just? 

When you read this, is it through a lens of condemnation... do this or this will happen...
Or an invitation... God saying, I want you to call on Me and see your need for Me?

Life Group Discussion
Outside of reading your Bible, doing devotionals, praying, or going to church, what
does it look like to seek the face of God?

Do you seek Him on a Thursday as much as you do on a Sunday?
Why or why not?

When this passage was written the temple was a physical structure. What does the
New Testament say about the temple of God and how it is consecrated, or set apart?

   

ALL IN


