
KEY SCRIPTURE
Matthew 22.37-40 + Matthew 28.18-20

PURSUE GOD
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the �rst and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 
The experts... the religious... those who claimed and believed they knew God better
than the rest were actually questioning and testing the God they thought they knew.
They questioned Jesus about His authority, taxes, marriage, weddings, the resurrection,
and �nally one of them asked Jesus, “Which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
Jesus replies to the questions with a command that encompasses the entire Old 
Testament; to love God with everything (Deut 6:5) and to love others the same way you
love yourself (Lev 19:18). Part of the problem was the experts, the religious and those
who claimed to know God missed massive portions of His divine nature. Speci�cally
what it meant to be loved by God, and in turn to love Him and to love others. Jesus’ life 
was a re�ection of what it looks like for us to go all in. To be completely devoted to the 
work and the will of God. To love Him with everything. To follow Him at any cost. To 
love others the way the Father loved. And while teaching us how to love, He also didn’t
leave love as a word for us to de�ne, but de�nes it for us. First, God is love. And second,
as patient, kind, not envying or boasting. Love is where pride is doesn’t get in the way, 
and dishonor has no place. Love does not look to promote self, and is not easily 
angered. Love does not keep a scorecard of wrongs and rights, and always delights
in truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. And love
never fails. This is our God. This is Jesus. And this is the love Jesus has called us to carry,
to proclaim, and to teach the world. We can declare His love, because we have seen His
love and now have His love. For He is with us always “... to the very end of the age.” 

LOVE LIFE
What does it look like to follow Jesus in 2020?

How do you love yourself? Or do you love yourself?

And can you see the correlation between the way you love yourself and the way you
love others? 

ALL IN


