
KEY SCRIPTURE
Ezekiel 18.30-32

PURSUE GOD
Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your o�enses; then sin 
will not be your downfall. Rid yourselves of all the o�enses you have 
committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of 
Israel? For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. 
Repent and live!
The Hebrew word for repent is the word shuwb, and it means to turn back or return,
to go back to. It’s the word we often use to describe asking God for His forgiveness
and grace. But it’s not just a return to God, but a return under a responsive sorrow
and regret for the things one has done, or a life lived. It’s returning to God with a 
sense of remorse for the sin that caused separation from God, or a hindrance in the 
working of His Spirit. Repentance describes the act of an individual who is heading one 
direction, essentially away from God, but turns and goes the opposite way, back towards
Him.
God tells the Israelites to turn back to Him, turn away from their sin, and in doing so
they will be given a new heart and a new spirit. And the �rst step in their return was to
acknowledge how fragile, broken, wrong, sinful, and dead they were. God’s desire was
for His people to know Him and make Him known, but a holy God could not be in 
relationship with an unholy people. So He used various people to call the people of God
into repentance. He used laws and prophets to point the way home. Then He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to complete what the law set out to accomplish, and ful�ll what the prophets
foretold. But Jesus didn’t come just to make bad people good. He didn’t promise that
 if you repent of your sins you’ll become a good moral person. Jesus came to bring 
dead people back to life. And in that life we obtain a new heart and a new spirit. 

LOVE LIFE
What comes to mind when you hear the word, repentance?

Why do we typically hear the word repentance and cringe?

Do you actively practice repentance, or is it something you avoid?

Life Group Discussion
Why does repentance lead to a new heart and a new spirit?

God says He takes no pleasure in death... how should that motivate us to share the
love and life saving message of the gospel?
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