
KEY SCRIPTURE
Acts 12.1-5

PURSUE GOD
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church,
intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death 
with the sword. When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he 
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread. After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded 
by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public 
trial after the Passover. So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly 
praying to God for him!
King Herod was the grandson of Herod the Great. Herod the Great was the monarch in 
power when Jesus was born, and the one who, in an attempt to kill Jesus as a baby, gave 
orders to have all the boys two years and under killed in the vicinity of Bethlehem (cf 
Matt 2.16). Because in the ancient world there were a few ways to deal with or silence
the opposition; prison, exile or death. What is on display in this story is how man’s 
power is feeble compared to the power of God. The Jewish leadership had grown 
suspicious and jealous of the popularity and growth of this new movement of individuals
following Jesus, claiming He was the Messiah, and that had been raised from the dead.
So when Herod executes a leader, James, it pleased them. Seeing that it pleased the Jews
King Herod then decides to arrest and put on trial a more prominent member of this
Jesus movement, their leader, Peter. People in positions of power often use it for self- 
promotion, and self-glori�cation. And the church was being persecuted. Imprisoned.
Even killed for what they proclaimed, taught, and believed. Persecution is not having 
your feelings hurt, or your ideas attacked by someone who thinks, or acts, or even 
believes di�erently than you. Persecution is to be punished, imprisoned or even 
harmed because of what you believe. It’s the persistent harmful cruel treatment of one
against another. And Jesus told us to prepare for it, but also said, “Take heart, I have
overcome...” and when it happens... because it will... turn the other cheek. 

LOVE LIFE
What does it mean to be persecuted, and how do persecution and prayer walk hand-in
-hand? 
Describe a time when you felt persecuted for your faith?

Life Group Discussion
In light of what you just read in Acts 12, how has your understanding of persecution
changed?
Put yourself in Peter’s position; in prison, about to face public trial, how do you think
your faith would stand?
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