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A Wake-Up Call: Jesus’ Return! 

(Part 1 of a Study in 1 Thessalonians) 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 
     No doubt many of us have heard (or asked), during these weeks of the 

coronavirus, this question: “Is the pandemic a sign of Jesus’ soon return?”  

Certainly a valid and interesting question! At the very least, we can say that these 

days are a wake-up call - to believers and unbelievers - for us to be ready to 

meet Jesus, whether by Rapture (the believer) and Second Coming or by death 

(believers and unbelievers). The doctrine of the return of Jesus is mentioned 

throughout the book of 1 Thessalonians. Chapter 4 gives the doctrine major 

consideration. The Apostle Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, did not look upon the 

return of Jesus Christ as a doctrine and truth to be discussed or argued about, 

but rather a doctrine and truth to be accepted and lived! If there is ever a time 

that a wake-up call has been issued concerning getting ready for Jesus’ return, it 

is now! 

 

1. Reminders About Jesus’ Return 
 

- Over the 2,000 years since Jesus ascended into Heaven, there have been 

many discussions - and arguments - about the timing of Jesus’ return. Many 

books have been written on the subject. Lots of predictions about it have 

failed to come to pass. What do we make of all of this? 

- The Bible states very clearly that Jesus is coming back again! Acts 1:9-11 

- These verses teach that Jesus will return to earth physically and visibly. 

Christians through the years have debated when this will happen and how 

this will happen. 

- When Jesus returns to earth, He will judge the world. Matthew 25:31, 32 

Many Christians, including this pastor, believe that this event, known as the 

“Second Coming of Christ,” is a separate event from what is known as the 

“Rapture [taking up] of the Church.” More about this as we study this book! 

- While we are not to be “date-setters” concerning the return of our Lord, we 

are told by Jesus in Matthew 24 that there will be various “signs” we will see 

prior to His return… false Christs, false prophets, wars, famines, 

earthquakes, people being misled and their love growing cold…  Jesus says 

in Matthew 24:8 that these signs are like the beginning stages of a woman 

in labor. The baby hasn’t arrived yet, but everyone knows it’s coming! 
- Could coronavirus be another “sign” paving the way for Jesus’ return? 



The answer, obviously, is, “Yes.”  Coronavirus could very well be another sign 

of Jesus’ return.  Having said that, God is sovereign and uses all events and 

circumstances to move history along, each day closer than the next to Jesus’ 

return. Recall that not one sparrow falls to the ground except by God’s plan.  

Matthew 10:29-31 The current pandemic has a place in God’s plan. 

- Our job is not to debate or argue over whether or not a particular event is a 

sign of Jesus’ soon return. Rather, we are to be awake and alert for Jesus’ 

return, living for Him and sharing the Gospel with others. Matthew 24:42-44;     

Mark 13:33-37 
Wake up!  Stay awake! Be on the alert! Be ready!  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

2. An Introduction to 1 Thessalonians 

 

- Before we get into our study of this wonderful book, a few introductory 

remarks are necessary. 

- Every book of the Bible has a special “emphasis”, a special “theme.”    For 

example, note the emphasis/theme of the following books: 

Romans:  The righteousness of God; God is righteous in all His 

dealings. 

1 Corinthians:  The wisdom of God 

2 Corinthians:  The comfort of God 

Galatians:  Freedom in Christ! 

Ephesians:  The spiritual wealth we have in Jesus! 

Philippians:  The joy we have in Jesus! 

1 & 2 Thessalonians: The return of Jesus and the impact this doctrine 

has on the church and on our lives. 

- Every chapter in 1 Thessalonians ends with reference to the coming of 

Jesus Christ, and each reference relates the doctrine to a practical aspect of 

Christian living: 

1:10        salvation and assurance 

2:19-20   service in order to win people to Christ 

3:11-13   stability in Christian living (holiness) 

4:13-18   strength and encouragement in times of sorrow 

5:23-24   growth in holiness (sanctification) 

- 1 & 2 Thessalonians are two of Paul’s earliest letters; approx. 51 A.D. 

- Thessalonica is one of the few cities from NT times that has survived; it is,  

-  today, an important industrial, cultural and commercial city in modern 

 Greece; 2nd to Athens in population. It has a population of approximately 

 one million (in Paul’s day, some 200,000 people - mostly Greeks but also 

 Romans and Jews - lived in the city). 

 Thessalonica served as an important allied base during WWI; in WWII was 

 captured by the Germans; 60,000 Jews were either deported or killed. 



  Thessalonica is an ancient city, originally named, “Therma” because of the 

  many hot springs adjacent to it. In 316 B.C., it was renamed, 

  “Thessalonica” after the half-sister of Alexander the Great. When Rome 

   conquered Macedonia in 168 B.C., the city was made capital of the entire  

   province. The city is currently called, “Thessaloniki.” 

- Church at Thessalonica was founded: Acts 16:6-10 and Acts 17:1-9                                            

- In 1 & 2 Thessalonians, most of the major doctrines of the Christian faith are 

mentioned! The Christian were being persecuted, and needed to hear these 

truths!  We need to hear these truths in 2020! 

 

3. A Chosen People (1:1-5) 

 

- One of the reasons that we believers in Jesus Christ should live in a way 

that reflects that we believe that Jesus is returning is that we are the 

“church” (vs. 1).  The word, “church”, in the New Testament, is the word, 

“ekklesia” - literally, the “called out ones”. Several times in John 17, Jesus 

refers to us believers as those whom the Father gave to Him (vss. 2, 

  6, 9, 24), sometimes with the phrase, “out of the world.”  One great 

  reminder here… the “church” is not a building, but rather is a people! The 

  “church” has not been “closed” during these days…only the building. The 

  “church” is “open” because the Tomb is open!  The “church” is not 

   quarantined! The “church” has been unleashed during these days to serve  

   others and to share the love and Gospel of Jesus Christ! It always is! We 

   are those who labor because of our faith in Christ and the love of Christ 

  (vs. 3) and persevere because of our hope in Christ!  

- Note that we believers in Jesus Christ are “beloved” and “chosen” (vs. 4). 

   Jeremiah 31:3; John 3:16, Romans 5:8   We are the “elect” of God!  Verse 4 

   does not tell us on what basis God chose us, just that He did! John 15:16, 

   Acts 13:48; Ephesians 1:3, 4; 1 Peter 1:1, 2!  

- “Election”, being “chosen by God”, underscores the fact that salvation 

begins with God and is entirely of His grace. This is why you and I cannot 

boast in anything but the Cross of Jesus Christ (Gal. 6:14)!  No matter what 

you believe about “election”, we must all agree that we are in fact the “elect 

of God”, “chosen of God” (Rom. 8:33, Col.3:12).  The church is made up 

of this group of people! We have been chosen by God, and trusted in 

Christ as someone shared the Gospel (vs. 5) with us, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. Romans 1:16!  The fact that God has chosen us should 

encourage us and motivate us to live for Him even as we wait for His return. 

 

It is time for us Christians to wake up from our slumber during these days and act like 

God’s beloved and chosen people, living confidently and boldly for Him, obeying His 

Word and being empowered by the Holy Spirit! 



 

 

 

 

 

 


