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John 10:1-10
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
Acts 2:42-47
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Discovery Questions:
1. As a kid, did you have a favorite pet? How did this pet respond when it heard your voice? 
2. Who have been the comforting voices in your life?
Discover More
3. What is Jesus describing with this metaphor of a shepherd and the sheep? 
4. What does it mean to hear Jesus’ voice? How do you hear it or recognize it? 
5. Have you ever wondered whether it was Jesus speaking to you or a spiritual stranger’s voice that was leading you astray? How do you tell the difference? 
6. How do you discern the voice of Jesus from other voices that vie for your attention? 
7. What are favorite Bible verses that speak Jesus’ voice to you? 
8. Jesus speaks of offering abundant life. What does abundant life mean to you here? What are the elements of abundant life that Jesus offers? 
9. Acts 2 describes a time of abundance in the early church. What does it mean to be “devoted to the apostle’s teachings”
“devoted to fellowship.”
“devoted to the breaking of bread and prayers”?
10. How do these practices connect with Jesus’ words on hearing his voice? How might they lead to a sense of abundance? Which are most important for you? 
A: apostle’s teachings
B: fellowship
C: breaking of bread (communion)
D: prayer
11. What awareness do you have of the ways First Lutheran and its members pray? What would be on that list of ways prayer happens? 
12. Acts 2 is a list of simple activities. How does First Lutheran live this description? 
Discover More Together
13. Have you known people who are materially poor, but spiritually rich? Is that possible? 
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