December 4-5, 2021

5 p.m. & 9 a.m. Worship Services

This Weekend’s Altar Flowers are dedicated by:
Tammy Horak in honor of
her daughter Kasi’s birthday;
and by Shirley Bradley,
with best wishes to all
this Advent Season!

Prelude: “Prepare the Royal Highway” – Arr. Robert Lind
“The Little Drummer Boy” arr. Stephenson; Coe College Handbell Quartet
Welcome
Stand
Confession and Forgiveness
Pastor: Saints, let us trust in God's love for us and confess our sin,
confident in God's mercy.
All: Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have not listened.
We have not always made way for your reign in our lives, our church,
and our society. Forgive us, we pray, and renew your covenant within us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
P: Friends, I am confident of this: if we repent, God is sure to forgive us.
The One who began a good work in us will bring it to completion.
We are grateful for the promise of joy and of peace.
Opening Hymn: ELW #264 (st. 1,4)
“Prepare the Royal Highway”
Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
A: Amen.
Sit
Special Music:
5 p.m.: “Emmanuel Will Come” … Mayo — Chapel Choir
9 a.m.: “Prepare a Way for the Lord!” … Bedford — Cherub Choir
Children’s Message

Advent Candle Lighting: The candle is lit

L: We praise you, O God, for this circle of light that marks our days of preparation for Christ's advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, kindle within
us the fire of your Spirit, that we may be light shining in the darkness.
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may welcome others as you have
welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is
certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
C: Amen.
Advent Candle Lighting Song See above
Intro to the Reading:
Lector: The name Malachi means literally "my messenger." Malachi and John
the Baptist are messengers who announce the coming of God's peace and
salvation for the world. God will fill the valleys and level the hills and make
straight a highway for God's good for all. The first reading is from Malachi,
chapter 3.
The Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 NRSV
L: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the
LORD whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of
the covenant in whom you delight — indeed, he is coming, says the LORD
of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?
Continued →

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the
LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
L: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Acclamation:

The Gospel is Announced
A: Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 NRSV
P: In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler
of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son
of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough
ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Sermon: “More to Peace” … Pastor Steve Knudson
Stand
Hymn of the Day: ELW #249 (st. 1,4)
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
The Apostles’ Creed … page 105
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
After each petition, please respond with:
L: …. In this time of Advent,
C: We pray for your peace.

PRAYERS →

- Meal The Great Thanksgiving: … page 152

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P: You may be seated. The Lord’s Table is set and all are welcome.
Those of you at home, you may take communion now. Those in person,
please follow the direction of the ushers.
(Optional): Taste and see that the Lord is good!
Distribution of Holy Communion
The Lamb of God page 154

9 a.m. Special Music:
“God so Loved the World” … Horman; — Middle School Choir
“Christmas Bell Tidings” … Ryan; — Youth Handbells
Communion Hymn: ELW #256
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”
Lector, please go to the ambo as Pastor covers communion elements.

Stand
The Communion Blessing
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you,
and keep you in his grace.
All: Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
L: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
All: Amen.
- Sending Blessing:
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
All: Amen.
Closing Hymn: ELW #254
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
Dismissal:
L: Go in peace. Christ is near!
All: Thanks be to God!
P: Please stay for Council Elections following the postlude.
Postlude: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” arr. Childers;
Coe College Handbell Quartet
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