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As We Gather 
Prelude:  Partita on “Three Holy Days Unfold” – Arr. Leighton, Wold, Parry 
 

Welcome 
 

stand 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 

struggle against sin, death, and the devil – all that keeps us from loving God 
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin  
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this day let us confess our sin 
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great  
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.  

 

Silence for self-reflection 
 

P: Most merciful God,  
All:we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,  
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

sit 
 

Individual Absolution  At the direction of the Ushers, please come forward to  
a Pastor for the laying on of hands. If you are unable to come forward,  
the Ushers can direct a Pastor to come to you.  
P: In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

I forgive you all your sins. 
All: Amen.  
Stand 
 
Opening Hymn: ELW #612  
 “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
 





 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. (Pause for Silent Reflection) 
 Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment 
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
sit 
 
No Introduction 
 
The Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 NRSV 
P: The lesson today comes from First Corinthians, chapter eleven, verses 23-26. 
P: For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord  

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when  
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also,  
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this,  
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

P: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand  
Gospel Acclamation ....................................................pg. 205 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 





The Holy Gospel: John 13:1-7; 31b-35 NRSV 
P: Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to  

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 
towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you  
will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus  
answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to 
him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, 
"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean."   
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the  
table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord — and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them.  
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  

 "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, 
you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone  
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
sit 
 
Sermon:  ............................................................. Pr. Craig Brown 
 
stand 
Hymn of the Day: ELW #358  
 “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”  
 





The Apostle’s Creed ................................................ page 127 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the Church  
 
 

Prayers of the Church  
After each petition, please join in saying: 

P: Merciful God, 
All: receive our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Offering of Gratitude:  
(Sit)  
P: You may be seated. We give God our thanks and praise in response to 

God’s mercy and abundance. We invite you to place your gratitude card 
along with any offering you have in the plate at this time or make an of-
fering electronically. Would the ushers please come forward.  

 

Special Music: (12 noon) “Where Charity and Love Are Shown” Madurga 
Michael Kruse, vocalist 

 
 (6:30)  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” – Arr. Paul McKlveen 

Resonaré Ringers 
 
Stand    Lector—Go to Ambo before Prayer; remain up front for communion.  
 
Offertory Hymn: ACS #966 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” (st. 3) 
All: Loaves are broken, words are spoken, as in faith we gather here. 
  Jesus speaks across the ages: "I am with you; do not fear!"  

 By your body broken for us, by your wine of life outpoured,  
 Jesus, feed again your people. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 

 

Offertory Prayer:  
L: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these  

gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and 
peace. We pray this in your name. 

All: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: … page 206 
P: The Lord be with you 
All: And also with you 
 
P: Lift up your hearts 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 





Holy Week Preface: 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You 
gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy ........................................................ page 207 

Words of Institution 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all  
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 





Lord’s Prayer  .......................................................... page 208 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

       and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
sit 
 

Distribution of Communion and Optional Hand Washing 
 

The Communion Hymn: “Lamb of God”… page 208 

 
(6:30) Communion Music: “Were You There”  

Intergeneration Brass Ensemble 
 
Communion Hymn: ACS #930  
 “Three Holy Days Enfold Us Now” 
 
The Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
All: Amen. 
 

 
 
 





Prayer After Communion 
P: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the  

saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of 
your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show 
forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
 
Stripping of the Altar 
 Reading of Psalm 22 
  

 
 
 

There is no benediction or dismissal.   
After the altar is stripped please leave the church in silence. 
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