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Week of June 14, 2026


Introduction-- Where You Are Already Sent
We finished a building. But the building was never the destination — your baptism was. Every promise God made to you at that font sends you from this place into the life God has always called you to live. The purpose of God’s call continues. It continues in your neighbor-hood, your workplace, your kitchen table. It continues in you. We are not responsible for the size of the harvest, only for the faithfulness of the work. The Lord of the harvest has not subcontracted the outcome to us.

Matthew 9:35—10:15
35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
  10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
  5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 
Discover Questions:
1. Who has been a role model in your life? How so? 
2. When you travel, do you bring a lot or not so much with you? 
More Questions
3. Why did Jesus have compassion? What motivated Jesus? 
4. Why does Jesus speak of a shortage of labor? He seems to be doing a good job on his own. 
5. Jesus sent them out. At one time, we imagined sending as going to Africa or Asia. Now Africa sends missionaries to USA. What does Jesus sending say to you in your faith journey? Do you imagine you are sent?
6. What does it mean for a congregation to care for its own and to be sent into the community? To care for others? Is this asking too much or can it be done? 
7. How is the harvest plentiful today? What’s the application? 
8. How would you define “Good News?” 
Together Questions
9. Jesus said travel light, bring no… What do you need to travel? What would it mean to travel lightly here? What is Jesus saying you don’t need?
10. How about for the church to travel lightly? How do we encumber ministry? What could we let go of? What resources of good news or faith does God give us? 
11. Does sending mean you have to go someplace else? Or could it mean going back to the places you already are? How does God send you back to your home, your work, your family, neighborhood? 
12. Within a family, how do these instructions apply? What is Jesus saying is important to do? What does it mean to go lightly? 
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