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2 Peter 1:16-21
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
Matthew 16:20-24
Jesus reveals to the disciples what it will mean for him to be the Son of God, involving suffering and the cross, which surprises his followers. Jesus shows that following him cannot avoid the cross. 
20 Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
  21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to his disciples in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
  9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

Discover:
1. Of all the places you call “god’s country,” which is your favorite? 
2. What is it about mountains that are associated with “mountain top experiences.” 
Discover More
3. Six days before the transfiguration was a pivotal event, recorded in chapter 16. How does that event impact how you see what is happening here?
4.  What does Peter need or receive from the Mountain top experience?
What does Jesus need to receive from same experience? 
5. Why was Peter’s response inappropriate?  What does he not understand? (verse 4)
6. What is significant about the voice from the cloud? What does the voice say? Vs 6. Reread 2 Peter, on later reflection, what does Peter understand later? 
7. Three times, heaven speaks a word of favor on Jesus: Baptism, Here, and the cross. What do you make of that? Why is it important??
Discover More Together
8. When have you experienced God in an unusual way? What happened? 
9. How did you come to realize that Jesus was the one above all others, that you should listen to?
10. How do you listen to Jesus now? Or What helps you to listen to Jesus? What is he saying to you? 
11. The lectionary places this story the Sunday before Ash Wednesday and Lent. Why do you think that is so? 
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